
 

 
337 

 

Appendices



 

 
338 

 

 



 

 
339 

 

Appendix 1 
 
 

THE CHINESE QUESTION 

IN AUSTRALIA 

1878-9 

 

Edited by 

L. KONG MENG 

CHEOK HONG CHEONG 

LOUIS AH MOUY 
Melbourne, F.F. Bailliere 

1879 
 
1. In the present grave emergency, we appeal, as natives of China and as 

citizens of Victoria, to the reason, the justice, the right feeling and the 
calm good sense of the British population of Australia, not to sanction 
an outrage upon the law of nations and not to violate the treaty 
engagements entered into between the Government of Great Britain 
and the Emperor of China. 

2. Let us remind the people of these colonies of the circumstances under 
which emigration from China commenced. Up to the year 1842, we 
lived in contented isolation from the rest of the world. The nations of 
Western Europe—England more particularly—said, ‘This shall not be.’ 
By force of arms, a treaty was extorted from the Government at Pekin, 
in virtue of which a certain number of Chinese ports were thrown 
open to British commerce. In 1844, the United States demanded and 
obtained similar privileges. In 1860, the English and French 
Governments, acting in concert, overcame the resistance which his 
Imperial Majesty and the chief Mandarins of the country offered to an 
extension of these extorted rights, and they dictated a second treaty at 
Pekin, which guaranteed to the people of both nations the utmost 
freedom of ingress and egress, and which reciprocally bestowed upon 
the Chinese a similar freedom as regards the territories of France and 
the British Empire. In 1868, the Government of the United States 
concluded with the Emperor of China what is known as the 
‘Burlingame Treaty,’ which assured to Americans the same access to 
our country which was already enjoyed by the English and French, 
and which—as was only just and equitable—opened the United States 
to Chinese immigration. And we beg it to be particularly remembered 
that this outflow of our population was never sought for by us. 
Western powers, armed with the formidable artillery with which 
modern science has supplied them, battered down the portals of the 
empire; and, having done so, insisted on keeping them open. They 
said, in effect, ‘We must come in, and you shall come out. We will not 
suffer you to shut yourselves up from the rest of the world. We want to 
inoculate you with our enterprise, and to bring you inside the great 
family of nations. We wish you to read our Scriptures, which say, ‘God 
hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth.’ We are all his children. Let us draw together the ties of 
commercial amity, and live and do business together like friends and 
brethren. Throw down the barriers which have separated you for so 
many ages from the Aryan race; adopt our example.’  
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3. Well, we did so. We learned that there were vast portions of the earth’s 
surface which were almost destitute of inhabitants, and which were 
capable of supporting the redundant millions of Europe and Asia. 
Your missionaries came among us, and read from your Scriptures 
beautiful precepts like those of Confucius and Mencius. They spoke to 
us of the brotherhood of man, and told us that the foundation principle 
of the social religion of Englishmen was this—’Ye shall do unto others 
as ye would that they would do unto you.’ And this, also, is the 
sentiment of our own Great Teacher. Therefore, when we heard, about 
five and twenty years ago, that there was a great continent nearly half 
as large again as China, and containing only a few hundreds of 
thousands of civilized people thinly scattered around the coast; that it 
was rich in the precious metals and very fertile; and that it was only a 
few weeks’ sail from our own country, numbers of Chinese 
immigrants set out for this land of promise. They come to work, not to 
beg or to steal. They relied upon the friendliness and the protection of 
the Government of the British empire, because the convention signed 
at Tien-Tsin by their Excellencies Lord Elgin and Prince Kung 
solemnly guaranteed our countrymen free admission to all parts of the 
territory of Her Britannic Majesty. But the new comers relied also on 
the Christian principles of European settlers in Australia. We feel sure 
that such an enlightened people as the English, after having made war 
upon us for the purpose of opening China to Western enterprise, and 
of spreading European civilization in Eastern Asia, would eagerly 
welcome the arrival of some thousands of frugal, laborious, patient, 
docile, and persevering immigrants from the oldest empire in the 
world. Judge, then, of our painful disappointment, our astonishment, 
and our sorrow at what followed. An encampment of Chinese was 
formed on a newly-found goldfield in the Ovens district, known as the 
Buckland. They were laborious and inoffensive men, who wished to 
live at peace with their British neighbours, and to pursue their 
avocation as gold miners quietly and orderly, like good citizens and 
law-fearing colonists. But what followed? They were set upon by other 
diggers, chased from their claims, cruelly beaten and maltreated, their 
tents plundered and then burnt down. We do no think this was doing 
as you would be done by. 

4. If such a thing had happened in China—if a number of English miners 
had been subjected to such a cruel and wanton outrage, every 
newspaper in Great Britain would have been aflame with indignation; 
your envoy at Pekin would have demanded prompt reparation and 
adequate compensation; and if this had not been acceded to, some men 
of war would have been ordered up to the mouth of the Pei-Ho. Our 
Emperor and his Mandarins would have been reminded of the solemn 
obligation they were under to be faithful to their treaty engagements, 
and they would probably have been lectured on the barbarous and 
scandalous conduct of those who had insulted, despoiled, and 
maltreated peaceful and industrious foreigners. Yet no atonement was 
offered to the poor Chinese diggers who were violently expelled from 
the Buckland, who were plundered by the stronger and more 
numerous race; and who, in some instances, lost their lives owing to 
the injuries they received. We cannot help saying that proceedings of 
this kind are very disagreeable evidences of that brotherly love which 
is inculcated by your teachers of religion and your moralists, and 
which is also taught by our own Confucius. 

5. Then, again, what are we to think of the strong measures which are 
being resorted to for the purpose of excluding Chinese sailors and 
stokers from steamers trading to and between Australian ports? What 
would be said of our own countrymen at home were they to have 
recourse to such acts of violence and injustice? A great part of the 
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coasting trade of China is transacted by English vessels.  
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The freights they earn are obtained from Chinese shippers; but none of 
these have ever proposed that these vessels be manned by Chinese 
sailors. Might they not do so as reasonably, or as unreasonably, as 
Australians combine to prevent the latter from being employed in the 
intercolonial trade? Surely, justice is justice, right is right, and fair play 
is fair play, all the world over. The laws of morality do not vary with 
the variation in the degrees of latitude; and if it be lawful for the 
Englishman, with his skill, his experience, and his scientific inventions, 
to compete with our countrymen in china, it must be equally lawful for 
the Chinaman, with his inferior knowledge of western arts and 
inventions, to compete with Englishmen in Australia. 

6. It cannot be denied that our countrymen have been good colonists. Had 
it not been for them, the cultivation of vegetables, so indispensable to 
the maintenance of health in a hot climate like this would scarcely have 
been attempted in the neighbourhood of some of the goldfields; and the 
mortality of children would have been very much greater than it really 
has been. Lease or sell half an acre of apparently worthless land to a 
small party of Chinamen, and, if there is access to any kind of water or 
manure, they will transform it, by their system of intensive husbandry, 
into a most prolific garden, and will make it yield such a rapid 
succession of crops as will excite the astonishment and admiration of 
European market-gardeners. As fishermen and itinerant fishmongers, 
our countrymen have been equally serviceable to the community; and 
as hawkers of all kinds of useful wares, they are indefatigable, cheerful, 
obliging, and patient. Unhappily for themselves, this class of dealers is 
now subjected to severe rebuffs, to angry vituperation, and to threats of 
personal violence from many members of the working-classes, who 
forbid their wives to deal with them, and endeavour to wreak upon the 
inoffensive Chinese hawkers the animosity which is entertained against 
the A.S.N. Company. Surely such conduct as this is unworthy of a 
great, free people, and especially one which owes so much of the 
prosperity of its mother country to the fact that it has been, for many 
centuries past, the refuge and the asylum of foreigners flying from 
religious persecution and political oppression in their own countries. In 
this way, its woollen, crape, and silk manufactures were established by 
fugitives from the Netherlands and from France; and thus its hospitality 
to strangers has been twice blessed. It blessed those whom it welcomed 
to its shores, and it blessed its own industries by the arts and processes 
which these aliens communicated to their hosts. And if an island as 
small as the United Kingdom made no demur about opening its arms to 
all comers, and was not afraid of the competition of these exiles, but 
greeted them as fellow-workers, surely there is room enough in this 
large continent—many portions of which can never be cultivated by 
European labour—for some, at least, of the redundant population of 
China. That country is estimated to contain not much less than 
2,000,000 square miles of territory, and 400,000,000 of people. 
Australian comprises an area of close upon 3,000,000 square miles, and 
it contains no more than 2,100,000 white people, and a few thousand 
blacks. In our own land, millions of men, women, and children—yes, 
millions—think of the horror and pity of it!—have died of starvation 
during the last year; and, in the face of these facts, would you seek to 
debar us from participating in the abundance with which a bountiful 
Providence—or, as our Master Confucius says, the most great and 
sovereign God—rewards the industrious and the prudent in this 
country? Did man create it, or did God? And if it be His work, then can 
it be disputed that it is open to all who cannot obtain the means of 
subsistence in their own country, and who will faithfully conform to the 
laws of this? You do not endeavour to exclude Germans, or Frenchmen, 
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or Italians, or Danes, or Swedes. There are men of all these nationalities 
here. Then why are Chinese colonists to be placed under a ban?  
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7. Are we an inferior race? No one can say so who knows anything of our 
history, our language, our literature, our government, or our public 
and private life. China had reached a very high stage of civilization 
when Britain was populated by naked savages. The art of printing, the 
use of gunpowder, and the mariner’s compass were known to us 
centuries before they were re-invented by Europeans. We had 
instituted so excellent a system of government that it continued for 
2,000 years without a revolution, and without occasioning the 
discontent which begets rebellion. Our administrative machinery is 
admitted to be the most complete and efficient ever organized, and all 
appointments to the public service are made after competitive 
examinations; so that merit and ability are the indispensable 
qualifications for office. In fact, if you will read what one of your own 
countrymen (Mr. Meadows) has said about the causes of the 
wonderful duration of the Chinese empire, the historical records of 
which go back 4,000 years, you will find them to be these:—  
1.  The universal acceptance of the principle that the nation must be 

governed by moral agency, in preference to physical force.  
2.  The no less universal conviction that the services of the wisest 

and ablest men in the nation are essential to its good 
government. And,  

3.  The system of civil service examinations by which this result is 
arrived at. Can as much be said on behalf of communities which 
do not hesitate to look down upon us as pagans and barbarians? 

8. In the next place, ours is a well-educated people. Indeed, it is but 
seldom that you could discover a Chinaman incapable of reading, 
writing, and ciphering. Can you assert the same of all English and Irish 
men? Let it be remembered, also, that our people are not educated at 
the expense of the State, or the municipality. Parents pay for the 
education of their own children; and the poorest person in the land 
would be ashamed to bring up his offspring in ignorance. All 
education is based on religion and morality. Pupils have to commit to 
memory the sublime precepts of Confucius and Mencius; and the duty 
of carrying them into practice is earnestly impressed on their minds. 
Some of these precepts are subjoined:— 

‘What you do not like, when done to yourself, do not do to 
others.’ 
‘Benevolence is the characteristic element of humanity, and the 
great exercise of it is in loving relatives. Righteousness is the 
accordance of actions with what is right, and the great exercise of 
it is in honouring the worthy.’ 
‘Happy union with wife and children is like the music of lutes 
and harps. When there is concord among brethren, and harmony 
is delightful and enduring.’ 
‘Respect the old and be kind to the young. Be not forgetful of 
strangers and travellers.’ 
‘Honour the worthy, maintain the talented, and give distinction to 
the virtuous.’ 
‘If men of virtue and ability be not confided in, a State will 
become empty and void.’ 
‘Benevolence is the tranquil habitation of man, and righteousness 
is her straight path.’ 
‘The root of the empire is in the State; the root of the State is in the 
family; the root of the family is in the person of its head. There are 
many sources, but the source of the parents is the root of all 
others. There are many charges, but the charge of one’s self is the 
root of all others.’ 
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‘If a man himself do not walk in the right path, it will not be 
walked in by his wife and children.’ 

9. These are only a few out of thousands of wise-maxims and pious 
precepts which are daily taught in every school throughout the length 
and breadth of China. Not only so, but the loftiest and wisest 
principles of government, of social polity, of political economy, of 
metaphysics and morals, of domestic regulation and personal conduct, 
are also inculcated at that period of life when the heart and the intellect 
are the most susceptible of such beneficial lessons. The young are 
instructed that ‘all things are according to heaven;’ that God, ‘confers 
happiness on the good, and misery on the evil;’ that ‘the doctrines of 
heaven are opposed to selfishness;’ that ‘of ten thousand evils, 
lewdness is the chief;’ and that ‘of one hundred virtues, filial piety is 
the first.’ 

10. And yet the people who are thus educated are stigmatized as ‘ignorant 
pagans’ and ‘filthy barbarians’ by persons who have never been in 
China: who know nothing of its moral, intellectual and social life, and 
who form hasty judgements and entertain violent prejudices against its 
people from a very slight acquaintance with immigrants. Although we 
deplore as much as any fellow-colonist that immorality does exist 
amongst Chinese residents, at the same time we would unhesitatingly 
assert that it does not exist to a greater extent than amongst the 
European population. In fact, Mr. Hayter, the Government statist, 
assures us that, on an average, criminality is less prevalent among the 
Chinese than among the European population here. 

11. Nothing, we submit, can be more unreasonable, unjust, or undeserved, 
than the clamour which has been raised against the Chinese by a 
portion of the people of this colony; for we refuse to believe that that 
clamour expresses the opinions and feelings of the great bulk of the 
community. Let us put forward a parallel case. Let us suppose that, 
thirty or forty years ago, when the English nation forced us, at the 
point of the bayonet and the mouth of the cannon, to open our ports 
and harbours to British shipping, and our country to British travellers 
and settlers, that some of our Mandarins, who had been in the habit of 
reading the English newspapers forwarded to the missionaries in 
China, had concluded that Great Britain must be a nation of devils, 
because the atrocities recorded in these publications, day after day, 
were so horrible and revolting; and that, therefore, the British must be 
kept out of our country at all hazards—what would have been said? 
Would not those very newspapers have been loud and vehement in 
their condemnation of the obvious injustice of identifying the character 
and conduct of a whole people with those of its criminal classes? Yet 
this is what is being done in Australia in regard to ourselves. 

12. Now, let us see what the English newspapers of 1841-2 told us about 
the state of society there:— ‘A thousand operatives were employed on 
the roads in one place, and 5,000, 10,000, 14,000 seemed to be merely 
waiting for alms or death in others. As usual, crime began to abound. 
The murders came in batches: horrible poisonings, combination 
murders, murders for purposes of theft—from the nobleman in his 
bed, to the sawyer in his pit—abound in the chronicles of the period. 
New crimes arose, not bearing an immediate relation to the distress, as 
a vitiated atmosphere produces not only frightful epidemic, but new or 
aggravated disease of other kinds. Ships were cast away, one after 
another, from wretches boring holes to sink them in order to obtain the 
insurance...The abjuration of intoxicating drinks was little more than a 
set-off against the increased consumption of opium...In the large 
manufacturing towns, the druggists now employed their spare 
minutes throughout the week in making up penny or twopenny 
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packets of opium for sale on Saturdays, when hundreds of poor 
creatures would come to receive from the long rows on the counter the 
packets which were to give them stupor until the miserable Monday 
morning.[footnote credits this information to Miss Martineau’s ‘History of 
the Thirty Years Peace’ BookV. ]  
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At this time, thousands of infants were being drugged to death in the 
manufacturing districts by women in whose charge they had been 
placed by their mothers, who were at work in factories. At Ashton, the 
weekly sale of opiates for this purpose, by fifteen dealers, averaged six 
gallons, two quarts, and one and a half pints. In Preston, twenty-one 
chemists sold, in a single week, £66 worth of Godfrey’s cordial, child’s 
preserver, syrup of poppies, and similar compounds. Children were 
insured in burial clubs, with a view to their being slowly poisoned, so 
that their parents might draw the money; until it became a common 
thing for women among the lower classes to say, when speaking of a 
neighbour’s child, ‘Oh! you may be sure that child won’t live; it 
belongs to a death club.’ Incendiarism raged in Suffolk, Essex, and 
Cambridgeshire; and in the first-named county there were eighty-nine 
farm houses and stack-yards given to the flames in two years. Wages 
there were as low as six shillings per week. Only a few years before, 
and until the practice was put a stop to by special legislation, boys and 
girls, from eight to ten years of age, were working in coal mines for ten 
hours a day. They were naked down to their waists; and around these 
were fixed an iron chain, with which they drew truck loads of coal 
along the dark, unwholesome drives and galleries. Children equally 
young, half-starved, and untaught, were slaving for as many hours 
every day in factories and work-shops; and in Lincolnshire, and other 
counties, they were formed into agricultural gangs, sent out to work 
before daylight in bleak winter mornings, and collected together at 
night into a barn, under the direction of a white slave-driver. 

13. The English papers of that period would also have informed our 
countrymen that the people of Great Britain were in the habit of 
knocking down their wives, and of jumping upon them with heavy 
iron-shod boots upon their feet; that women were sometimes sold in the 
open market place for a few shillings and a pint of beer; that every 
article of food and wearing apparel capable of sophistication was 
adulterated to such an extent, that very stringent laws had to be passed 
for the protection of the public heath; that the streets of every large 
town and city in the United Kingdom swarmed with women who 
subsisted on the wages of infamy; that the population of Great Britain 
was the most drunken population in the world; that the proceedings of 
its divorce courts denoted the prevalence of great depravity among all 
classes of society, not excepting the highest; and that the ruffianism of 
the toughs in the manufacturing and colliery districts was something 
appalling. 

14. Now, if the Emperor of China and his chief councillors had concluded 
from these undeniable facts that the English were a nation of 
murderers, opium-eaters, slave drivers, wife-beaters, swindlers, 
prostitutes and scoundrels, how cruelly they would have wronged a 
whole people. Yet this is precisely what is done with respect to our 
own countrymen, concerning whom the utmost ignorance prevails. 
Read what one of your own historians, Miss Martineau—says 
concerning it, in 1841:— ‘The general notion of China was, and is, of a 
country dreadfully over-peopled, so that multitudes are compelled to 
live in boats floating about to pick up dead dogs for food; that they are 
tyrannized over by a Tartar government, which they would fain be rid 
of, and by an aristocracy which will permit no middle class; that they 
call foreigners barbarians, and designate Europeans by foul epithets 
instead of their proper names; and that their sole endeavour in regard 
to foreigners is to insult and mock them. Merchants of any nation, who 
have lived long enough in the neighbourhood of the Chinese to be 
qualified to speak of them, give a very different account from this. 
They declare that the government is, on the whole, favourable to the 
industry and comfort of the people; that the people are easy and 
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contented; that the rights of property are respected, and that there is a 
large and wealthy middle class; that literature is the highest pursuit; 
that the Chinese possess a greater body of literature than Europe can 
show; and that nothing is known among us of its quality, as it remains 
wholly unexplored; and that the notion of insulting epithets being 
applied to our agents, in lieu of their own names, is an utter delusion, 
arising from ignorance of the fact that the Chinese, having no alphabet, 
are obliged to express new names by words in their language which 
approach nearest in sound.’ 

15. The ignorance thus complained of continues to this very hour; and the 
vilest epithets are bestowed upon our countrymen by speakers on 
platforms, who nothing whatever about China or its people; and who 
condemn a whole nation on account of the vices and crimes of a small 
minority. Can any language be too strong to employ in protesting 
against such an outrageous act of injustice? Man for man, we 
unhesitatingly assert that our countrymen will compare favourably 
with any European people in morals and manners; in proof whereof 
refer to Hayter’s statistics on crime, etc.; and that they are superior to 
the average Englishman in filial affection, in respect for the aged, in 
honesty, in cheerfulness, and in patient, plodding industry. They are 
free from moroseness and discontent, very good tempered, grateful for 
kindness, faithful to their employers, quick to learn, clever to imitate, 
peaceful, orderly, sober, and methodical. 

16. Sir Walter Medhurst, who is well acquainted both with our country 
and with its language, denounces as false and unmanly the language 
made use of by those who, in order to fan the evil passions of the 
crowd, brand us with such epithets as ‘dishonest, treacherous, 
cowardly, cruel, and degraded.’ He says:— ‘As a matter of fact, and 
making due allowance for the proportion of evil which must exist in 
every community, the Chinese regard the writings of their sages with 
all the reverence which we give to Bibles and liturgies in the West, and, 
in the main, carry out the excellent principles therein laid down most 
strictly in their personal relations. How, otherwise, could vast 
communities exist, as they do in China’s thousand cities—persons and 
properties secure, peace, happiness, and plenty universal education 
encouraged, local and general trade flourishing, business contracts 
sacred, poverty exceptional, and vice only to be found, if sought out, in 
its own special haunts?’ Then, after enumerating the ‘blots and blisters’ 
upon society in China, he goes on to remark that there, as elsewhere, 
these are ‘exceptions, not the rule,’ and that they are apt to attract ‘the 
observation of the superficial traveller or bookmaker, while he shuts 
his eyes to, or purposely ignores, the background of the picture, where 
may be seen the Chinaman as he is at home—an intelligent, patient, 
hard-working, frugal, temperate, domestic, peace-loving, and law-
abiding creature.’ [footnote to Nineteenth Century, for September, 1878.] 
Are these not the very qualities which are most desirable in a colonist, 
and in the citizens of a free country? And they are those by which, 
according to the testimony of a distinguished Englishman, an Oriental 
scholar, and a gentleman conversant with the subject under discussion, 
our countrymen are distinguished. He, at least, is an impartial witness 
to call into court, and the above is his voluntary testimony. No people 
could desire a better character than Sir Walter Medhurst gives to the 
Chinese. 

17. It is objected that they do not bring their wives and sisters with them. 
Can it wondered at? We have shown what scandalous treatment they 
received on the Buckland; and is it to be imagined that, when the news 
of this atrocity went home to China, any woman of average self-respect 
would expose herself to be chased through the country by a band of 
infuriated ruffians, and to see her children burnt to death, perhaps, in 
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her husband’s flaming tent? Treated as pariahs and outcasts by the 
people of this great, ‘free’ country, the Chinamen in Victoria have 
hitherto had but scanty encouragement to invite their wives to 
accompany or to follow them. Subject to be insulted and assaulted by 
the ‘larrikins’ of Australia, what Chinaman could be so destitute of 
consideration for the weaker sex as to render them liable to the same 
ignominious and contumelious treatment? Do unto us as you would 
we should do unto you under precisely similar circumstances. We only 
require, as Sir Walter Medhurst says, to be ‘properly understood and 
discreetly dealt with, in order to become permanent settlers and 
valuable allies in the work of developing the resources of this vast 
territory. As to the dirt and squalor which are to be found in the 
Chinese quarters of Melbourne and other large towns, we may venture 
to quote the words of the writer previously referred to, and to assert 
that the remedy for such evils is a mere question of time and effort. ‘It 
is not so very long,’ he observes, ‘since Western people were content to 
exist amidst surroundings fully as wretched, filthy, and obnoxious as 
anything now observable in Chinese cities; and the reformation which 
has since proved possible in their case, gives reason to hope that the 
Chinese are not incapable of a similar regeneration, could similar 
inducements and opportunities be afforded them. A proof of what is 
practicable in this respect may, at this moment, be quoted in the 
Chinese quarter of the foreign settlement of Shanghai, where the 
arrangements for the public welfare, supported and aided to a great 
extent by the Chinese population, would do credit to many a European 
town.’ 

18. There remains to notice one very influential cause of prejudice against 
our countrymen in Australia. it seems to be imagined that they will 
bring down the rate of wages in these colonies, to the detriment of 
European workmen. Is this a real or a sentimental grievance? Let us 
look at it all round. 

19. That the earnings of the Chinese labourer in his native land are quite 
inconsiderable by comparison with the rate of wages current in 
Australia is undeniable. But human nature is human nature all the 
world over; and the Chinaman  is just as fond of money, and just as 
eager to earn as much as he can, as the most grasping of his 
competitors. There are Irishmen in this colony who have known what 
it was to work for four or five shillings a week in the island they came 
from; but when they emigrate to Victoria, they are not content to put 
up with lesser wages than they find other farm hands earning. 

20. And so it will be, after a very little time, with our own countrymen 
here. Living among people who have invented thousands of artificial 
wants, and thousands of means of gratifying them, the expenditure of 
the Asiatic will soon rise to the European level, because his habits and 
his mode of living will approximate to those of his neighbours; and, as 
it is, it cannot escape the observation of persons who have been 
brought much into contact with the Chinese in Victoria, that the diet of 
such of them as are tolerably prosperous becomes more generous and 
costly in proportion to the improvement of their circumstances, and 
that those who marry and settle here conform to British methods of 
housekeeping, and are not less liberal and hospitable than their 
European fellow-colonists. 

21. Now, in this broad territory there is ample room and scope for all; and 
there are numberless industries for which our countrymen are 
peculiarly fitted, and in the pursuit of which they would contribute to 
the prosperity and advantage of the whole community. In spite of the 
prejudices entertained against them in California, the evidence taken 
before a committee appointed by Congress to inquire into the question, 
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proved incontestably that they had been of immense service to the 
country. Without Chinese labour it would have been impossible to 
construct the Union Pacific Railway, to carry on many of the 
manufactories established in that State, or to obtain anything like an 
adequate supply of domestic servants. 

22. In the farm, the factory, the kitchen, the workshop, and the laundry, 
they have proved invaluable. They have been found to be sober, 
assiduous, apt, docile and praiseworthy. Their greatest enemies and 
calumniators were the idle, the dissolute, and the drunken; men who 
insisted upon receiving very high wages for working during three 
days of the week, and who devoted the other three to dissipation and 
debauchery. To such persons, the patient, plodding habits of the 
Chinamen, always at his post, never loafing about, never in liquor, and 
never plotting and caballing to drive his employer into a corner, and 
extort higher wages from him, were an intolerable offence. And thus 
our countrymen in San Francisco were cordially detested and cruelly 
maltreated by the ‘bummer,’ the ‘hoodlum,’ and the stump-orator. 
These have raised a violent outcry against the industrious and 
inoffensive Asiatic, and have been foremost in demanding his 
immediate expulsion from the country; no matter at what cost to some 
of its leading industries. For, exposed, as many of the Californian 
manufacturers are, to a severe and unqualified competition with those 
of the Eastern States, where pauper labour is employed, numbers of 
factories on the Pacific Coast must have been closed had it not been 
that their owners were able, by engaging American labour for the 
superior, and Chinese for the inferior processes, to hold their own 
against their rivals in the Atlantic States, who were glutting the 
Western market with their own unsaleable stocks. 

23. In Mr. Hepworth Dixon’s ‘White Conquest,’ he tells us how boys at 
play in the streets of Sacramento desert from their sports to hurl stones 
at our unoffending countrymen as the proceed to and from work. He 
says:— ‘The habit of looking on a yellow face as scum and filth has 
grown up with these lads from their cradles, just as the habit of 
looking on a black face used to grow up with Georgian and Virginian 
lads. Born in the Golden State, these boys have seen, since they could 
see at all, their yellow neighbours treated like dogs—pushed, 
shouldered, cuffed, and kicked by every white. At home they see their 
Chinese servant treated like a slave. At church they hear him branded 
as a pagan. Never since their birth have they known a Chinese resent 
an insult and return a blow. Where, then, is the risk of pelting such a 
weak and helpless butt? The boy’s father seems to take this view of the 
affair. Banter and argument are equally thrown away on him. John is a 
drudge, a waif and stray, without a public right. The child, he rather 
thinks, pays John a compliment by trying to crack his skull.’ 

24. Such is the statement of a writer who entertains strong prejudices 
against our countrymen; but, nevertheless, cannot close his eyes to the 
fact that they are the victims of base, brutal, and cowardly usage at the 
hands of a great and powerful people, who prefaced their Declaration 
of Independence with the following impressive words:— ‘We hold 
these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that, among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. What an instructive 
commentary on these high-sounding phrases is the practical conduct 
of these preachers of the doctrine of equality! Our countrymen are 
treated by them as slaves and outcasts, and are expected to regard it as 
an honour when their heads are broken by the Christian American. In 
‘pursuit of happiness,’ Chinese emigrate to the comparatively 
unpeopled regions of the Western States, hoping to enjoy ‘life and 
liberty’ in what professes to be a land of freedom, and they find 



 

 
351 

 

themselves subjected to every kind of insult and outrage. What are 
they to think of your religion, your morality, and your legal 
enactments, which, if they do not sanction, do not, at any rate, prevent 
such barbarous proceedings in a civilized country? 

25. Let us see what one of our countrymen thought of them, as indicated 
by a little incident recorded by Mr. Hepworth Dixon in the work 
previously quoted from. A gentleman in San Francisco related to him 
the following anecdote:— ‘Only the other day, in our rainy season, 
when the road was fifteen inches deep in Montgomery-street, a yellow 
chap, in fur tippet and purple satin gown, was crossing over the road 
by a plank, when one of our worth citizens, seeing how nicely he was 
dressed—more like a lady than a tradesman, rank on the plank to meet 
him, and, when the fellow stopped and stared, just gave him a little 
jerk, and whisked him with waggish laugh into the bed of slush. Ha! 
Ha! You should have seen the crowd of people mocking the impudent 
(!) heathen Chinese as he picked himself up in his soiled tippet and 
satin gown!... No white man can conceive of the impudence of these 
Chinese. Moon-face picked himself up, shook off a little of the mire, 
and, looking mildly at our worthy citizen, curtseyed [sic] like a girl, 
saying to him in a voice that every one standing around could hear, 
‘You Christian; me Heathen. Good-bye.’ 

26. Now, the Americans and the English base their religion, we believe, on 
the New Testament; and will anyone be good enough to tell us which 
acted most in accordance with the precepts of your sacred book—the 
Christian who perpetrated such a wanton and unprovoked outrage 
upon a respectable stranger, or the poor ‘heathen’ who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again, and the calmness of whose well-governed 
temper could not be roused to passion by this dastardly and malicious 
assault? If acts like these are an outcome of your Christianity, let us 
entreat you to send no more missionaries to China for the purpose of 
converting or perverting our countrymen. They have their fair share of 
faults, but a native of Pekin or of Hang-choo would be quite incapable 
of such shameful conduct to a well-dressed foreigner as that which is 
recounted above. The Rev. W. A. Loomis, in a book entitled ‘Confucius 
and the Chinese Classics,’ after quoting many maxims from them 
relating to morals and manners, makes the following just remarks:— 
‘No people, who, from childhood to old age are constantly drilled in 
the study and practice of such rules of etiquette as we have cited, can 
fail to possess many of the elements of gentlemen; and as we desire not to 
forfeit a right to that distinction ourselves, we should be careful not to 
countenance any rude or improper behaviour towards others, 
whatever may be the language they speak or the garments they wear.’ 
How this excellent admonition is carried out, will be seen by such 
incidents as the one just referred to; by the outrageous scene upon the 
Buckland, previously described; and by the ordinary demeanour and 
conduct of Europeans towards Chinese, both in America and 
Australia. We venture to affirm that neither Englishmen nor 
Americans would dare to behave in this way towards Russian 
immigrants. And yet these are of the same race as ourselves; only, 
while our people reached a high stage of civilization many centuries 
ago, the nomadic Tartars of the steppes have scarcely emerged from 
barbarism. Shy is the Asiatic Mongol treated so evilly, while the 
European Mongol meets with courtesy and respect? Is it because the 
Czar of Russia can set a million of men in the field, and has a powerful 
navy at his hand; and because the Emperor of China, our august 
master, is supposed to be feeble and unwarlike? If so, must we 
conclude that the great Anglo-American and Anglo-Australian peoples 
are ‘cowards to the strong and tyrants to the weak?’ 

27. When the anti-Chinese agitation began to assume formidable 
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proportions in California, the Six Chinese companies, represented by 
Yung Wo, Ming Yung, Kong Chow, Hop Wo, Yin Wo and Sam Yap 
respectively, issued an address to the American public, to which we 
beg to call attention here, for the purpose of showing the excellent 
sentiments entertained by our compatriots in America. That document 
comments on the fact that there is a constant demand for more and 
cheaper labour in California, and then proceeds to say:— ‘The white 
labouring men of this country are very angry because the Chinese 
obtain employment which they claim belongs to white men alone, and 
so they hate the Chinamen, sometimes throw stones at them, 
sometimes strike them on the street, and constantly curse them. The 
Chinese people cannot return such treatment in the same kind, lest 
other nations hearing of such things should ridicule the laws of this 
honourable country as of no use. 

 To prohibit the Chinese from coming to this country is not a difficult 
task. Formerly His Imperial Majesty, our august Emperor,, made a 
treaty of amity and friendship with the Government of this honourable 
country, opening up commercial relations and permitting free 
intercommunication between the people of the two countries. This 
treaty is in accordance with the law of all nations. And now, if the 
Americans do not desire the Chinese to come here, why not go to the 
Emperor and ask a repeal of the treaty, or why not limit the number of 
immigrants on each steamer to a very few? Then more would return 
and fewer would come, and not ten years would elapse before not a 
trace of the Chinamen would be left in this great and honourable 
country. Would not that be well indeed? But let there be counsel and 
consideration. It cannot be said that Chinese labour impoverishes this 
country, and are not the customs paid by the Chinese a benefit to this 
country? Now, let the Government of the United States propose to the 
Government of China a repeal or change of the treaty prohibiting the 
people of either country from crossing the ocean, then shall we 
Chinese for ever remain at home and enjoy the happiness of fathers, 
mothers, wives, and children, and no longer remain strangers in a 
strange land. Then the white labourers of this country shall no longer 
be troubled by the competition of the Chinese, and our Chinese people 
no longer be subjected to the abuses and indignities now daily heaped 
upon them in the open streets of this so-called Christian land. If this 
can be accomplished, we Chinese will continually offer to the virtue of 
this honourable country our deepest gratitude and thanks.’ 

28. We echo the language of this manifesto, and we say: ‘Let there be 
counsel and consideration.’ If you wish to shut out the Chinese from 
this part of the British empire, you are bound, by every obligation of 
law and justice, to do so in a just and legal manner; that is to say, by 
the British Government going to the Emperor of China and asking for 
a repeal of the existing treaty. You cannot say to him, ‘You must admit 
British subjects to trade and settle in any part of China; but we will not 
suffer Chinese subjects to trade and settle in any part of the British 
empire.’ If you do this, you step down from your high place among the 
nations of the earth, and stoop to conduct of which barbarians would 
be scarcely guilty. For what say your great authorities upon 
international law? Does not one of them declare that ‘the obligation of 
a State to render justice to all others is a perfect obligation, of strictly 
binding force, at all times, and under all circumstances. NO state can 
relieve itself from this obligation, under any pretext whatsoever. It is 
equally binding upon all its rulers, officers, and citizens—in fine, upon 
each and every individual member composing the State or body 
politic.’ And this obligation, the illustrious Vattel asserts, ‘is more 
necessary still between nations than between individuals, because 
injustice has more terrible consequences in the quarrels of those 
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powerful bodies politic, and it is more difficult to obtain redress.’ Now, 
as the same great writer remarks, ‘It is a settled point in natural law, 
that he who has made a promise to anyone has conferred upon him a 
real right to acquire the thing promised—and, consequently, that the 
breach of a perfect promise is a violation of another person’s rights, 
and as evidently an act of injustice as it would be to rob a man of his 
property. The tranquillity, the happiness, the security of the human 
race wholly depend on justice—on the obligation of paying a regard to 
the rights of others.’ He follows up the affirmation of these self-evident 
truths by observing that, ‘as the engagements of a treaty impose, on 
the one hand, a perfect obligation, they produce, on the other, a perfect 
right. The breach of a treaty is therefore a violation of the perfect right 
of the party with whom we have contracted; and this is an act of 
injustice against him.’ 

29. This, then, is the position of the Chinese in Australia, relative to British 
colonists. By a treaty forced upon his Imperial Majesty, our august 
master, your nation compelled him to throw open the gates of his 
empire to the people of Western Europe. In return, you bound 
yourselves to reciprocity. The freedom to come and go, to trade and 
settle, which you insisted on claiming for yourselves, you also 
accorded the subjects of his Imperial Majesty. He has fulfilled the first 
part of the compact, and the trade of Great Britain with China has 
trebled during the past fourteen years, to say nothing of the indirect 
commerce transacted with that country via Singapore and Hong Kong. 
Well, our countrymen begin to emigrate to these colonies, and to seek 
employment on board of Australian vessels, in the fullest confidence 
that the second portion of the compact will be carried out, and they are 
astounded to find that its fulfilment is resisted by the subjects of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria in Australia, and that we are routed and 
hunted down as if we were so many wild beasts. Chinamen are told:— 
‘You must not work in Australian ships or in Australian factories; you 
must not earn a livelihood by hawking or by handicrafts in these 
colonies. You must leave off cultivating gardens, and fabricating 
furniture, and following the industrial employments you have 
adopted; and you must either starve, beg, steal, or vanish. 

30. In the name of heaven, we ask, where is your justice? Where your 
religion? Where your morality? Where your sense of right and wrong? 
Where your enlightenment? Where your love of liberty? Where your 
respect for international law? Which are the ‘pagans’—you or we? And 
what has become of those sublime and lofty sentiments of human 
brotherhood and cosmopolitan friendship and sympathy which are so 
often on your lips, and are proclaimed so wisely from pulpit, press, 
and platform? 

31. Tze-Kung, one of the disciples of Confucius, asked the latter on a 
certain occasion, ‘Is there one word which may serve as a rule of 
practice for all one’s life?’ The master answered, ‘Is not reciprocity 
such a word,’ meaning thereby what was sought by your own Great 
Teacher, ‘all things whatsoever ye would that men would do unto you, 
do you even so to them.’ Upon this reciprocity we take our stand. If 
you renounce it; if you say, ‘might is right, and treaties are not worth 
the parchment they are written on;’ if you assert that this large and 
comparatively unoccupied portion of the earth’s surface is to be fenced 
off from a race of people who are geographically so near to it, and who 
are so well adapted by nature and temperament for the cultivation of 
extensive regions of it, from which Europeans will gradually wither 
away; if you substitute arbitrary violence, hatred, and jealousy, for 
justice, legality, and right; it may be that you will succeed in carrying 
your point; it may be that a great wrong will be accomplished by the 
exercise of sheer force, and the weight of superior numbers; but your 
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reputation among the nations of the earth will be irretrievably injured 
and debased, and the flag of which you are so justly proud will no 
longer be the standard of freedom and the hope of the oppressed, but 
it will be associated with deeds of falsehood and treachery, with 
broken faith, with a violated treaty, with the pitiful triumph of strength 
over weakness, of European guile and selfishness over Asiatic sincerity 
and confidence, and with conduct which no sophistry can reconcile 
with the precepts of your religion, with the canons of your morality, 
with the spirit of your laws, with the policy of your wisest statesmen, 
with the voice of conscience, and with the character and traditions of 
the people of Great Britain.  
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Petition to the Chinese Imperial Commissioners to Melbourne 

(From The Daily Telegraph, June 1887) 
 
 
 
 

Melbourne 3rd June 1887. 
 
To their Excellencies General Wong Yung Ho and U. Tsing, Chinese Imperial 
Commissioners. 
 
May if please your Excellencies — We, the undersigned Chinese residents of 
Melbourne, would avail ourselves of the opportunity of your Excellencies visit to 
assure you of our loyalty and devotion to the throne and person of our most 
gracious Sovereign, the Emperor of China, and the great gratification which dictated 
the policy of His Majesty’s Government in your Excellencies’ mission of inquiry into 
circumstances, commerce, and condition of our countrymen resident in the islands 
of the Malayan archipelago and Australia. 
 
And, further, to formally bring under your notice the penalties and disabilities 
inflicted upon our nation by the law of the land, in the earnest hope that your 
Excellencies may be pleased to make such representations to the Governments of 
Victoria and the other Australasian colonies as would lead to the removal thereof. 
 
First, the Poll-Tax.— This, your Excellencies are aware, is a special tax of £10 a-head 
imposed by the Governments of Victoria and the adjoining colonies, and upon none 
other than subjects of the Chinese Empire. 
 
We beg to call your Excellencies’ attention to the report in The Daily Telegraph of 
the 31st ult. of your Excellencies’ interview with the Hon. D. Gillies, Premier of this 
colony, in which the hon. the Premier is reported as having said that “the Chinese 
cost this country a considerable sum of money in many ways, their protection was a 
matter of expense, and the poll-tax was imposed for a compensation. 
 
If that report  be correct, we venture to declare that the excuse seems to us as extra-
ordinary as the imposition itself is, in its departure from all the principles of 
international right and equity. 
 
But, without questioning the correctness of his premises, or the justice of his 
conclusion, your Excellencies will please note what the Chinese contribute towards 
the expenses of Government. 
 
Mr Hayter's Year Book  shows that the Chinese contribution is greatly in excess of 
the average contributed by all other nationalities, as the following fact alone 
sufficiently proves. 
 
From two out of numberless articles of Chinese consumption, the Customs 
department levies a duty equal to £3 3s. 11d. per head, whereas no article of 
European consumption is taxed more than at the rate of 10s. a head, whilst the next 
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highest on the list scarcely reaches 2s. a head. 
 
Your Excellencies’ will see from this that the Victorian Government has taxed us 
‘liberally’ enough through the Customs and otherwise, without singling us out for 
such a yoke of national ignominy and dishonour, which, even in the darker days of 
the Roman Empire, was only reserved for the vanquished, never for the subjects of a 
friendly power, to say nothing of one in actual alliance. 
 
Then, in regard to ‘cost’ for our ‘protection’, the same undoubted authority in his 
criminal statistics shows the population of arrests per 1,000 of the population to be 
— Chinese, 15.73; all other nationalities, 42.516. Of committals for trial — Chinese 
0.15; all other nationalities, 0.97. 
 
The excuse of the ‘Chinese cost’, therefore, your Excellencies will see, has no 
foundation in fact, and it is quite possible — and, indeed, probable — from the tone 
of the reply to your Excellencies’ request, that we shall have to entreat your 
Excellencies’ good offices to lay the matter before the Imperial authorities at home, 
for the speedy adjustment of this international wrong. 
 
Secondly, — With the result of further harassing and humiliating our people, the 
laws have been so made that we cannot go outside of the colony on any business 
without being re-taxed on our return — unless, indeed, we should choose to 
expatriate ourselves by becoming naturalised British subjects; or else are so initiated 
into the mysteries of the law as to know that the Customs department will grant 
‘tickets-of-leave’ to those who would beg it of them. 
 
And, further, there is such a concert between the adjoining colonies that we cannot 
cross the borders, on the north and west without being seized upon, as if we were so 
much contraband goods, and detained in custody until such times as we can find 
the duty levied upon us. 
 
Your Excellencies can well imagine what an outcry would be raised against Chinese 
perfidy if a Briton were thus treated in China, and yet such is precisely the treatment 
meted out to us by the dependencies of the British Crown, in direct violation of all 
international law and usage, and in contravention of the treaty engagements entered 
into by the Governments of the two empires. 
 
Thirdly, we complain, not your Excellencies, of the administrators of the law, who, 
on the whole, deal out justice to us, with becoming, and even praiseworthy 
impartiality; but it is of the law itself, and some of the authors of it, who, by their 
objectionable language, have so far incited the ill-feelings of the young and the 
simple that our tea and vegetable vendors , in the plying of their peaceful 
avocations, have frequently been subjected to unprovoked and cowardly assaults, so 
much so that the righteous indignation of the magistrates themselves have 
oftentimes manifested itself by their expressions of regret that the law does not 
allow corporal punishment to be inflicted for such bodily injury, and by their desire 
for such an amendment of the law as would admit of the use of the lash. And it is 
our earnest conviction, also, that the amendment so much desired would prove a 
deterrent to that class of offenders. 
 
And we trust that your Excellencies will lend the weight of your official influence to 
bring it about. 
 

 
352 

 



 

Appendix 3 
 

 
Petition of the Victorian Chinese Residents Committee  

to the Intercolonial Conference on  
The Chinese Question, Sydney 1888. 

 
(From Legislative Council of New South Wales, Vol 
4, Minutes of Proceedings of the Conference on the 

Chinese Question, 1888) 
 
 
To the Representatives of the Australian Governments in Conference 
assembled. 
Honorable Sirs, 
 
The Chinese residents of Victoria, through this Committee, beg respectfully to 
approach your honorable Conference in the hope that under the deep sense of 
responsibility attaching to your present deliberations you may see clearly that 
there are two sides to this important question. Locally, we have had scant 
courtesy shown to us subjects of a great and friendly power, and this is probably 
the experience of our brethren at many Australian ports, but of this we do not 
speak at present. 
 
We consider the “Cry” of a great influx of Chinese as one of those poor hollow 
things that time and reflection will cause the generous British mind to feel 
heartily ashamed of, but at the same time the cruel injustice inflicts under it may 
be far reaching. “Behold how great a matter a little fire kindleth.” 
 
Our own land has no equal on earth for fertility and resources, which bye and 
bye will cause her to weigh heavy in the scale of nations, and therefore we assure 
you, honorable Sirs, that the question whether a few stragglers should emigrate 
from such a stupendous empire like China, is one of perfect indifference to her 
Government and her people. But the evil treatment of the few that are here or 
who have been recently turned away from these shores is a different matter 
altogether. We hope it may not be, but fear it may, that a deep wound has been 
inflicted that will rankle and bear evil fruit in the near future. Our late 
Ambassador in London spoke wise words  when he said before a British 
audience, “we look to you and the representatives of your Colonial possessions 
now in London, to see that these returning Chinese bring nothing home with 
them but what will promote peace and good will between the two countries — 
no memories of suffering, injustice, or exceptional treatment.”  And we 
commend these words to the thoughtful consideration of the Conference. 
 
In a vivid speech in the history of your own great country, it was not so much the 
severance of the political tie which bound the American colonies to the Mother 
Country, as the cruel heritage of strife that was left to rankle, causing sore grief to 
the wide men of both lands. But for this heritage it is possible that today they 
might have been so united by common feeling as to stand out to view as the 
common arbitrators of the world. Notwithstanding the impassioned protests of a 
few splendid men the strife was entered on with a light heart by the ruling 
statesmen of the day, and though as yet we have had no Colonial Statesmen to 
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protest against the injustice we have been subjected to, yet in this connection we 
are glad to admit that in our intercourse with the best class of Colonists we have 
found amongst them a feeling of repugnance at, and an utter detestation of, the 
treatment which our countrymen have received at the hands of the various 
Colonial Governments.  
 
We affirm that the Chinese are a peaceable, industrious, and a law-abiding 
people, and that they are not insensible of, nor ungrateful for, the protection of 
wise laws justly administered.  
What they do complain of is — 
1. That the laws have been strained and tortured to oppress them. 
2. That the laws have even been broken to inflict harsh treatment and 

injustice. 
3. That by the hasty and violent conduct of various Colonial Governments 

which should have held the scales of justice evenly balanced, the more 
ignorant portion of the population have been incited and encouraged to 
outrage the feelings and show contempt and hatred to our countrymen. 

 
We think all this is bad and foolish for these reasons. 
 
That a time may come, nay probably, will come sooner than is supposed, when 
the presence and power of China as a great nation will be felt in these seas, and it 
lies with you to say, as wise men or otherwise, if this is to be for good or evil. 
That injustice, inhumanity, and violence afford a poor foundation to build up the 
life of a young nation, and however popular in the meantime it may be with the 
unthinking multitude, yet we are most sure which weapons mean disaster in the 
future to the  users. 
 
The stringency of the laws at present regulating immigration from China 
effectually preclude many being added to the population even if it were much 
desired. We, however, do not hesitate to confidently affirm that were the ports 
open and free, the Chinese population of Australia would always remain an 
insignificant portion of the whole. 
 
Finally, it is our belief that the matter your honorable Conference has in hand is 
weighty — no mere family quarrel, but one that touches most intimately 
international rights and obligations — dealing as it does with the stranger within 
your gates. It cannot be decided by a wave of the hand, nor by heated public 
orations. 
 
The Supreme Court of one Colony has declared, “it is not aware that a course of 
conduct as has been pursued in regard to the Chinese has ever been adopted at 
any period of our history.” Imperial Statesmen have counselled you that 
friendship with China was well worth purchasing at the cost of a little sacrifice. 
We trust, therefore, that for the sake of the two great countries whose interests 
are involved that the dictates of humanity and justice may rule your 
deliberations, and that you will be guided to remember that it is righteousness 
alone which exalteth a nation, but that sin is the reproach of any people. 
 
We have the honor to remain your most obedient servants, For and on behalf of 
the Committee of Chinese residents, Melbourne 
Cheok Hong Cheong, Chairman, Li Ah Mong, W Shi Gun, James Moy Ling, Sun 
Suey Shing 
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Chinese Remonstrance 

TO THE PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE OF VICTORIA, 
TOGETHER WITH CORRESPONDENCE WITH GOVERNMENT OF THE 

SAME 
AND ADDRESS TO SYDNEY CONFERENCE 

ALSO  
PUBLIC ADDRESS 

BY CHEOK HONG CHEONG 
Melbourne 

Wm Marshall and Co, Printers, etc, Royal Lane 
1888 

 
 
 

TO THE PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE OF VICTORIA. 
The committee of Chinese residents1, on behalf of themselves and fellow 
countrymen, in placing before you the correspondence with the Government and 
kindred matters, do so by way of inviting the fullest investigation of the Chinese 
Question, and having the assurance and right to conclude, that it cannot be the 
desire of the majority of the people of this colony to outrage the common feelings of 
humanity by giving countenance to harshness and injustice towards us. 

 
When from the speeches and actions of agitators we saw that the passions and 

prejudices of the unthinking might be aroused, we as early as December last thought 
it advisable to request in an orderly and respectful manner that the Government 
would afford us the courtesy of receiving a deputation by which means we might 
place our views and convictions before the people of this colony. To this request 
after a second application, a reply was tardily given, but for some reason, as yet not 
explained, the request itself was never granted. From what has since transpired, we 
are not so sanguine as to suppose that anything we could have urged would have 
been forcible enough to have stayed the recent outbreak of fanaticism, but at ail 
events we should have had the consciousness of having done what we could in that 
direction.  

 
Be it understood we do not, in addressing you; take the place of "Supplicants," for 

that would be unworthy of the great nation to which we belong. No, we take our 
stand as human beings entitled to fair treatment, and also under the existing treaty 
obligations between Great Britain and the Chinese Empire, which we maintain have 
been grossly violated by the Government in its recent proceedings. We do not deny 
that grave evils exist in connection with the settlement of our countrymen, and 

                                            
1  The Victorian Chinese Residents Committee. (See Chapter 4 and Chapter 8). 
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which we greatly deplore, but these we think could be much mitigated by the firm 
application of municipal and sanitary laws. 

 
That similar evils exist amongst the European population we are aware, which 

are also much deplored by the best of your own citizens, but we are not so unfair or 
ungenerous as to urge this as a reason why punishment should not overtake evil- 
doers of our own nation. By no means. We see rather that it would be our duty as 
well as our privilege to assist all we could to remove these evils that afflict both races 
alike. The reflection forced upon us at this point is, that the same complex social 
problems that baffle and pain all good men, are met with, not surely amongst the 
Chinese alone, but in all races, European and others. 

 
We affirm that our countrymen as a whole are amenable to just laws, and we 

have shown by the public records that they bear not unfavorable comparison with 
Europeans in regard to criminal statistics. What reason, then, is there, for this 
outburst of fanatical fury and impending inhuman legislation? We know it is alleged 
in justification of past and further proposed measures, that Australia is threatened 
with "hordes" of Chinese, to use the polite language in use. This may suit as a cry, 
the mere politician for the present, and under this cry he may gain the temporary 
success he desires; but, when in the light of a fuller experience, cleansed by trial, it 
may be from its present uncharitable frame of mind, governed by nobler men, able 
to take larger and humaner views of their obligations to other races, Australia will 
look back with regret and shame, noting carefully that the only residuum that was 
left, when the froth had subsided, consisted of the selfishness, the prejudices, and the 
shams, which form the warp and woof of the present agitation. 

 
Men actuated by statesmanlike views, and superior to the desire of snatching a 

fleeting popularity at the expense of a few strangers, would have sought for and 
obtained sound information either from the British authorities at Hong Kong, or 
from the Imperial Government at Peking, and the result would have allayed their 
fears (if they really had any) regarding a great influx of Chinese population. 

 
In the course of this agitation we have learned that it does not "take two or more 

to make a quarrel," for truly it has been made manifest before the sight of all men 
that the quarrel has been wholly one-sided; and further, our education has been 
improved to this extent, that now we dimly begin to understand the difference 
between a statesman and a mere politician. 

 
There is shortly to be erected in the City of Melbourne a memorial to a real king 

of men—General Gordon—and in the language of some of its advocates, this 
memorial was to point the youth of Victoria for all time, to a life of simple greatness, 
combined with rare unselfishness and benevolence. This was the man who endured 
privations, and laid down his life rather than sacrifice or desert uncivilized people. 
We knew him well, for he loved and served our nation, and was beloved and trusted 
in return. We can conceive of his noble scorn of the language and proceedings of the 
past few months, and if it were possible for those silent lips of bronze to speak when 
the statue is erected, we believe they would utter a mighty protest against being 
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placed in the midst of a people capable of enacting what some of its public men have 
proposed. 

 
The legislation set forth in the "Bill" agreed to at the conference in. Sydney we 

regard as barbarous, and therefore unworthy of a civilized community. If this bill is 
passed, it will mark a relapse so distinct as to fix an indelible stain on the Australian 
name. The terms are cunningly devised, hut we ask, is it possible the Parliaments of 
Victoria and of the other colonies can enact, that even a British subject, if of the 
Chinese race, and just because he differs from the European in the color of his skin, 
is therefore to be treated almost as a felon? Then again, is it possible that common 
human rights, accorded to other civilized peoples, are to be denied to us? That it is to 
be a crime, punishable by imprisonment with hard labor, if man or woman of the 
Chinese race travels over the line separating any of the colonies without a permit, 
which might not be obtainable? If such is to be, then we protest in the sight of 
Heaven that this is a crime, not as committed against us only, but against the great 
Creator of all "who made of one blood all nations of men." 

 
There is a sentence in the cablegram sent from the Sydney Conference to the 

Secretary of State, London, which is so unctuous we cannot forbear quoting it. It 
reads as follows: —"In conclusion the Conference would call attention to the fact that 
the treatment of Chinese in the Australasian Colonies has been invariably humane 
and considerate." Well, we are sometimes perplexed by words in the English 
language, and there is one word called "hypocrisy," the full meaning of which we 
may not understand, but if we do, then we care not to search either the pages of 
history or elsewhere for a better example of it than this. The. Sydney Conference was 
evidently saturated by passion and prejudice, and in its haste and under these 
malign influences it has placed upon record what may well cause the cars of 
Australians to tingle for very shame. However, it is our earnest hope that the 
Parliament and people of Victoria may not descend to its level, but rather will show 
to the world that they belong to a race whose boast it is that it deals fairly with all 
peoples, oppresses none, and affords an asylum to all. 

 
Commending the correspondence. &c., to your dispassionate consideration,  
We are, yours in all sincerity, 
 
Cheok Hong Cheong, Chairman of Committee. 
L Tye Shing (Furniture Manufacturer)  
W Shi Geen (Merchant and President, See Yup Association) 
Louey Wah (Merchant) 
Sun Suey Shing (Merchant) 
Hang Hi (Merchant)  
James Moy Ling (Methodist Minister) 
Ng Hock Seong (Merchant)  
Kong Kee (Merchant). 
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Appendix 5 

 
 
 

Cheok Hong Cheong.    
Chinese Civilisation and Attainments 

Public Address 1888 
(Addendum to Appendix 4) 

 
The ignorance which prevails regarding the mental and moral character of the 
Chinese nation induces me to add a few statements of facts on Chinese 
Civilization and Attainments especially as epithets such as “semi-civilized” and 
“barbarians” are so frequently levelled at us by the “intelligent” Press and 
platform, and not infrequently, also, by many of the law-makers themselves. And 
these latter “gentlemen” be it noted, not only when upon the hustings, but also 
from their lofty chambers in the “Assembly of the Wise’ where one very 
naturally expects a ‘calmer and serener” atmosphere. 

 
That the Chinese are neither “semi-civilized” nor “barbarians” is evident from 

the following facts:— 
 
1. That they live under a settled form of government, whose foundation 
principle is virtue, and whose established rule of practice is the selection of the 
“wise and talented” for offices of responsibility and government. 
 
2. That education is well diffused among the people without any aid of 
government “compulsion” or the intervention of a “free” Education Act. 
 
3. That the sum and substance, the object and aim of education in all grades 
of school throughout the empire is to make men better, and thus more worthily 
fill their position as citizens of a great state, and is founded on the maxim laid 
down by one of the sage Emperors in the year 2.435 B.C. that “there is no virtue 
higher than to love all men, and there is no loftier aim in government than to 
profit all men.” 
 
4. That their extensive literature, embracing books of all descriptions, full 
dynastic histories from the earliest times, works on natural history, astronomy, 
botany, medicine, geography, mathematics, morals, political economy, 
agriculture, arts, biography, military tactics, belle-lettres, and other departments of 
literature bespeak their intellectual activity. 

 
To illustrate this, one fact alone will suffice. In his desire to summarize 

knowledge in the form of an encyclopedia the Emperor, who reigned at the close 
of the fourteenth century, appointed a commission of 2,194 learned men to 
compile a work, which should contain dissertations on all known subjects. They 
sat for several years and produced, as the result of their labours, a work of 22,937 
volumes, by far the most gigantic literary achievement in that or any other age. 
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And further, to this, it was afterwards added, an appendix of 10,000 volumes, 
beautifully illustrated. 
 
5. That some of the most important discoveries, such as silk, porcelain, 
paper, printing. the mariner’s compass, gunpowder, etc., having been made by 
them is evidence of their inventive genius. 
6. That their education as indicated above is not only intellectual but moral, 
for in all the schools of the empire boys are taught:— 

“That learning is to be valued above wealth, and virtue above nobility.” 
“That the mind is the man, and that in proportion as the mind is cultivated 
and garnished by virtue, will the man truly rise above his fellows.” 
“That there is a nobility of heaven and a nobility of man. Benevolence, 
righteousness, self-consecration and an unwearied joy in what is good, 
these constitute the nobility of heaven. To be a duke a marquis, a great 
officer, these constitute the nobility of man.” 

 
7. That the principle, “howe’er it be, it seems to me ‘tis only noble to be 
good.” has been inculcated in China for the last four thousand years, is proof of 
the national nobleness of purpose, and accounts for her supremacy of place 
among the nations of the East. 
 
8. That the teachings of our sages contains political and moral wisdom fitted, not 
only to instruct the Chinese and to secure to them “long-continuance” in the 
land, which the Providence of God has vouchsafed, but will also afford 
instruction to the statesmen and peoples of other countries and climes, as the 
following brief synopses of the writings of two of them will show:— 
 
I That of Laou-tsze, the Old Philosopher. he taught that “a nation is a 
growth not a manufacture;” that “prohibitory enactments and constant 
intermeddling in political and social matters, merely tend to produce the evils 
they are intended to avert;” and that “to interfere with the freedom of the people 
is to deny the existence of a sense of rectitude in their midst, and to make them 
the slaves of rules rather than freemen of principles.” He would recall men from 
the sway of their fierce passions, not by the imposition of laws and prohibitory 
enactments, but by “gentle suasion.” “When the world.” he observed, “has many 
prohibitory enactments the people become more and more poor. When the 
people has many warlike weapons the Government gets more and more into 
trouble. The more craft and ingenuity the greater the number of fantastic things 
that come out. And as works of cunning art are displayed thieves multiply.” “for 
my own part,” he said, “I have three precious things, which I hold fast and prize. 
They are compassion, economy, humility. Being compassionate, I can be brave; 
being economical, I can be liberal; being humble, I can become the chief of men. 
But in the present day men give up compassion and cultivate only courage, they 
give up economy and aim only at liberality. They give up the last place, and seek 
only the first. It is their death. Compassion it is which is victorious in the attack, 
and secure in the defence. When Heaven would save a man, it encircles him with 
compassion.” 

 
Again, he says, “A truly good man loves all men and rejects none. He 

associates with good men and interchanges instruction with them; but bad men 
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are the materials on which he works, and to bring such back to right principles is 
the great object of his life. And, again, “Recompense evil with good.” 
 
II That of Kung-foo-tsze (Latinized Confucius). His system of teaching is 
comprehended under the four following heads:— 

i.  The rectification of the heart. 
ii. The cultivation of the person. 
iii. The regulation of the family. 
iv. The government of the state. 
Thus Confucianism recognizes that the heart is “prone to err” and that “its 

affinity for the right way is small,’ and urges the same lesson as the Sacred Book 
of the Jews and Christian urges, viz., “Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of 
it are the issues of life.” The next step in the progress of the Confucianist is 
enjoined to be the cultivation of the person, and after that he is to seek to 
influence for good all who are immediately around him, and gradually and 
ultimately the whole empire. He is to begin his task by a searching self-
examination. He is to carefully guard his words and watch his conduct. He is to 
avoid all that is base and disquieting, and to take to himself benevolence as his 
dwelling-place, righteousness as his road, propriety as his garment, wisdom as 
his lamp, and faithfulness as his charm. 

 
“Is there one word,” asked a disciple of Confucius, “which may serve a rule of 

practice for all one’s life?” To which the Master at once replied, “Is not 
reciprocity such a word?” What you do not want done to yourself, do not do to 
others.” 

 
This negative form of the golden rule is practically changed into the positive in 

the following candid confession: “In the ways of a superior man there are four 
things, to not one of which have I yet attained. To serve my father as I would 
have my son to serve me. To serve my prince as I would have my minister to 
serve me. To serve my elder brother as I would have my younger brother to 
serve me. To offer first to friends what one requires of them.”  

 
Such in brief outlines are the teachings of two of China’s greatest sages. They 

have largely contributing to the moulding of the national character and the firing 
of the national enthusiasm in the direction of virtue and mental 
accomplishments. They have secured to China her length of days, and all that’s 
noblest and best and most enduring in her institutions. 
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Appendix 6 
 

Cheok Hong Cheong 
 
 

1904 Chinese Petition  
`The Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill  

and the Chinese 
 
To the President and Members of the Legislative Council — 
Now that the above Bill which was so hastily passed by the Legislative Assembly 
on Thursday last has come before your Honorable House we beg to submit the 
following facts for your consideration: 
 
1. Though the measure bears the simple and innocent title of “the Factories 

and Shops Act Amendment Bill” it is aimed against the Chinese Residents 
and Chinese only 

 
2. Though professedly directed the Furniture and Laundry Trades its terms 

are wide enough to embrace every Trade or handicraft. 
 
3. Every Chinese person whether employer or employee is debarred by it 

from earning his livelihood if not actually in his workshop or office during 
the month of Oct. last or through insufficient knowledge of the English 
language has not applied for a licence “So to work or be employed within 
14 days from the passing of this Act.” 

 
4. It is undiscriminating in that all who have hitherto admittedly obeyed the 

law are made to suffer though they are under strong temptations to break 
it in that they have always and invariably been denied the right to work 
overtime however the pressure of orders may require it, while Europeans 
are easily accorded the privilege. 

 
5. It has been averred that the Chinese compete unfairly by underselling their 

labor. This we deny and challenge the strictest inquiry into. Gross 
misstatements have been circulated regarding the increase in recent years 
of the Chinese employed in the Furniture Trade. The following official 
figures represent the true state of affairs.  

Total Employers and Employees 
 1901  1902 1903   
 574 614  590 
So that instead of increase, it will be seen that there has been a small 
decrease since 1902. 

 
6. Most of the present Factories which are two and three stories high, will 

require to be closed, and both the employer and employees will be thrown 
permanently out of work as it will be impossible to induce property 
owners to construct single storied buildings to comply with the proposed 
requirements from which all other nationalities are exempt. 
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7. Especially is it hard upon the Laundries which are mostly worked by two 

or three men who utilise their back rooms as such their front rooms for 
ironing and their upper story for residences. They will almost without 
exception have to be closed, though the said premises have complied with 
every condition approved of for all other nationalities. 

For these reasons if the Bill is persisted with, we would crave the 
indulgence of your Honorable House to give the Chinese residents an 
equal chance in earning a livelihood by eliminating the word “Chinese” 
from the Bill, or appointing a Select Committee of your Honorable House 
to investigate such as was done some seven years ago, on the initiation of 
the late Hon Sir Frederick Sargood and under the Presidency of the Hon Sir 
Henry Cuthbert so that what ever is done may be in that spirit of fairness 
which has hitherto been the boast of every British Legislature. 

For and on behalf of the Chinese community.  Cheok Hong Cheong    24th Nov 
1904 
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William Ah Ket 
 
 

Petition to 
THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF  

THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE PARLIAMENT OF VICTORIA. 
(Presented on behalf of Chinese Residents by Mr. McCutcheon, M.L.A., on 

15th August, 1906) 
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH 
 
1.  We desire, as Representatives of the Strangers within your gates, affected 

by the Measure entitled " A Bill Relating to the Employment of Chinese in 
Factories or Work  Rooms," now before your Honourable House, to have 
the privilege of drawing your attention to the effect of some of its 
provisions. 

 
2.  China, as one of the Eastern Powers, is in close and friendly relations with 

Great Britain; yet, notwithstanding this, the Chinese people are specially 
singled out by this Bill for national obloquy and oppression. 

 
3.  We would point out that those who happened to be ill, or off, or out of 

work, or temporarily absent from the State during the month of August, 
1906, would be absolutely denied the right to earn their living, in callings 
for which they had qualified themselves by years of toil—surely a cruel 
and inhuman provision, which we do not think it possible your 
Honourable House will confirm. 

 
4.  The children of those engaged in their respective callings, even though 

they be born in the State, and are, according to British law, subjects of the 
King, educated according to English customs, living honest, upright lives, 
and taking their share of the duties and responsibilities of citizenship, will 
be debarred from being employed in a factory or workroom, unless they 
happened to have so worked during the month of August, 1906. And, be it 
noted, that the word " employed " includes clerical and other descriptions 
of work; so that the sons and daughters would be debarred from assisting 
their fathers with accounts or in the management of business. 

 
5.  We would urge that the Factories Laws now in force are sufficiently 

stringent. By Section 42 of the " Factories and Shops Act, 1905" (the 
principal Act), it is provided that the registration of a factory or workroom, 
the occupier of which is convicted under this Section of a third offence, 
shall be cancelled. Recent prosecutions against Chinese for breaches of the 
Factories Laws have proved successful, and we believe that a greater 
percentage of prosecutions against Chinese have been fruitful of success 
than is the case with similar prosecutions against Europeans. 

 
6.  We believe that the Government of Victoria was wise in appointing 

Commercial Agents for the East, with a view of throwing the great markets 
of China and Japan open to Australian products, and hope that mutually 
advantageous business relations will result therefrom; but we fear that any 
harsh measures will,, if carried, tend to severely hamper the prospects of 
trade with our country. 
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7.  We would respectfully remind your Honourable House that we emigrated 

to your shores under reciprocal treaties between Great Britain and China, 
and under your own statutes, and while British subjects in China enjoy not 
only equal privileges with Chinese, but certain special advantages in 
addition, we who remain here respectfully claim to be at least fairly treated 
during the remainder of our sojourn among your people. We ask for an 
equality of opportunity in life, and beg respectfully to be dealt with in the 
spirit of British law, which (to use the words of Mr. Curran) " makes liberty 
commensurate with and inseparable from British soil; which proclaims 
even to " the stranger and sojourner the moment he sets foot upon British 
earth "that the ground on which he treads is holy." 

 
8.  If the Bill is persisted with we would crave the indulgence of your 

Honourable House to give the Chinese residents an equal chance of 
earning a livelihood by eliminating [he word " Chinese " from the Bill; or 
appointing a Select Committee of your Honourable House to investigate, as 
was done some years ago in another place on the initiative of the late Sir 
Frederick Sargood, and under the presidency of Sir Henry Cuthbert, so that 
whatever is done may be in that spirit of fairness which has hitherto been 
the boast of every British Legislature.  

 
E.A. Honan, President, Chinese Empire Reform Assoc. 
Loc Wing, For Cabinet Manufacturers 
E. L. Shing, For Employee's Union                                Melbourne  21st Nov 1905 
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COPY OF BILL 
 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 
FIRST READ 25th JULY, 1906.  

(Brought in by Sir Samuel Gillott and Mr. Murray.) 
RELATING TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHINESE IN FACTORIES OR 

WORKROOMS. 
(Rejected by Legislative Council) 

 
 
BE it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty by and with the advice and 
consent of the Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly of Victoria in 
this present Parliament assembled and by the authority of the same as follows 
(that is to say):— 
 
1.  This Act may be called the Chinese Employment Act 1906 and shall be read 

and construed as one with the Factories and Shops  Act 1905 (hereinafter 
called the Principal Act) which Act and any Act amending the same and 
this Act may be cited together as the Factories and Shops Acts. 

 
2.  (1) No Chinese person whether an employer or employee shall after the 

first day of January One thousand nine hundred and seven work or be 
employed in any factory or work-room unless such Chinese person holds a 
licence authorising him so to work or be employed; and no Chinese person 
so licensed shall transfer or lend his licence to any other person. 

 (2) The Chief Inspector shall issue such a licence to any Chinese person 
who at any time during the month of August One thousand nine hundred 
and six worked in a factory or work-room or was employed in or was the 
occupier of a factory or work-room in the State of Victoria and who applies 
for such a licence within one month from the commencement of this Act. 
The onus of proof that any Chinese person worked or was employed in or 
was the occupier of a factory or work-room at any time during the said 
month shall be on the person applying for such licence. 

 
(3)  In the event of the Chief Inspector refusing to issue such a licence to any 

Chinese person so applying for a licence such Chinese person may appeal 
;to the Minister against such refusal and the Minister may grant such a 
licence if satisfied that such Chinese person worked or was employed in or 
was the occupier of a factory or work-room at any time during the said 
month in the State of Victoria. 

 
(4)  A licence to a Chinese person shall state clearly the full name and the 

address of such. person and such other particulars which may be deemed 
necessary or as may be prescribed. 

 
(5)  No licence to a Chinese person shall have any force or effect for a longer 

period than twelve months. Such period shall be expressly stated in each 
such licence. A fee of Two shillings and sixpence shall be paid for every 
licence. 

 
(6)  Every licence shall expire on the thirty-first day of December in each year, 

but shall be renewed if application is made for renewal at any time before 
expiry. 
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(7)  On satisfactory proof of the loss or destruction of a licence issued under 

this section and on payment of a fee of Ten shillings the Chief Inspector 
shall issue a new licence which shall expire on the same day as the licence 
which is replaced. 

 
(8)  A Chinese person whether an employer or employee when working or 

employed in a factory or work-room shall produce his licence whenever 
demanded by an inspector of factories or a member of the police force. The 
onus of proof that a Chinese person is licensed under this section shall be 
on such person. 

 
(9)  No Chinese person who is an employer shall receive or keep as a boarder 

or lodger any Chinese person who is employed by him in any factory or 
work-room. 

 
(10)  No Chinese person who is an employee in a factory or work-room shall 

receive or keep as a boarder or lodger any Chinese person who employs 
him in a factory or work-room. 

 
(11)  No Chinese person shall be registered by the Chief Inspector as the 

occupier of a factory or work-room unless he is the holder of a licence 
under this section. 

 
(12)  The occupier of a factory or work-room shall not employ therein a Chinese 

person who has not a licence as herein before provided. 
 
(13)  Notwithstanding anything contained in the Principal Act this section shall 

have full force and effect within every part of Victoria. 
 

(14) In any proceedings against a Chinese person for a ~breach of any of the 
provisions of the Factories and Shops Acts the onus of proof that the 
person named in the summons is not a Chinese person shall in all cases be 
on the defendant.  

 
(15) If any Chinese person whether an employer or employee is guilty of a 

contravention of this section he shall for a first offence be liable on 
conviction to a penalty of not more than Ten pounds and for any 
subsequent offence to a penalty of not less than Five pounds or more than 
Twenty pounds. On conviction for a third or any subsequent offence the 
Court by which any Chinese person is convicted may order him to deliver 
up his licence to the (Court and the ~Court may thereupon cancel the same 
and thereafter it shall have no force or effect and shall not be renewable.  
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Appendix 7 
 
 
 

Cheok Hong Cheong  
 
 

To the Chinese Ambassador, London 
 
 
His Excellency Lord Le Ching Fong, Chinese Ambassador, London 
 
May it please your Excellency, We beg to enclose herewith a Bill entitled 
"Chinese Employment Act 1907" & to draw your Excellency's attention to the 
discriminatory nature of the proposed legislation in the earnest hope that your 
Excellency will use the weight of your official influence with the British 
Government to veto the measures should it pass both Houses of the local 
Legislature. We urge the following reasons for our request. 
 
1st Because it is an unfriendly act against a friendly people to single them 

out for national obloquy & oppression; 
 
2ndly Tho professedly aimed at against the Chinese Furniture & Laundry 

Trades its terms are wide enough to embrace every Trade or Handicraft; 
 
3rdly Because "No Chinese person, whither an employer or employee shall 

after 1st Nov 1907 work or be employed in any factory or workroom 
unless such Chinese person holds a licence authorising him so to work 
or be employed." and "who at any time during the month of September 
1907 worked in a Factory or work room in the State of Victoria & who 
applies for such licence within the month from the commencement of 
this Act." 

 By these limitations all other Chinese persons are denied the right 
to earn their living in callings for which they have qualified themselves 
by years of toil—surely a cruel & inhuman provision which we do not 
think possible for the British Crown to confirm. 

 
4thly Because the children of those engaged in their respective callings, if born 

in China or in any other State of the Commonwealth of Australia will be 
debarred from being employed in a factory or work room unless they 
happened to have worked during the month of September 1907. And 
further the word 'employed' includes clerical & other descriptions of 
work so that sons would be debarred from assisting their fathers with 
accounts or in the management of their business. 

 
5thly And it is made especially hard on the Chinese as the proposed measure 

according to Section I "shall be read and construed as one with the 
'Factories and Shops Act 1905' which constitutes any one Chinese a 
'Factory' so that it he works after 5 pm on week days or after 2 pm on 
Saturdays he is proceeded against & fined whereas the same Act (except 
in the cabinet making trade) allows 4 Europeans or Asiatics to constitute 
a factory. The effect of which is that Europeans & other nationalities in 
threes or twos as well as individuals have the fullest liberty to work after 
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the prescribed hours and do so as any one may see for himself on any 
evening in any of the suburbs of Melbourne. 

Thus what others have the right & liberty to do is made an offence 
against the Chinese & visited upon them with pains and penalties by a 
vigilant officialdom. 

 
6thly Because, as it is, the officers administering the principal act (Factories 

and Shops Act 1905) have always been discriminating against our 
people in as much as all who have admittedly obeyed the law are also 
made to suffer in that they have always and invariably been denied their 
right to work overtime however the pressure of orders may require it, 
while the Europeans are readily accorded the privilege. 

 
7thly Because though we have appealed three successive times in three 

successive years (1904-6) for the fullest investigation by an impartial 
Tribunal or a Select Committee of the legislature none has been 
appointed for the purpose. And for the fourth time the government have 
re-introduced the measure in a modified form expecting thereby & and 
through an increase in the number of labour members & the demise of 
some of our friends in the Upper House that Chamber which has thrice 
set it aside will now pass it without demur. 

 
For these reasons we would crave your Excellency's consideration in behalf of 
the Chinese residents of this State to secure to them that fair & equitable 
treatment which other nationalities receive but is denied to us the subjects of the 
Emperor of China. 
 
For and on behalf of the Chinese Community 
Cheok Hong Cheong Superintendent, Church Missions to the Chinese in 

Victoria. 
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Appendix 8 
 

Links Between British Christian Missions in China and 
Missions to the Chinese in the Colony of Victoria

British Evangelical Missionary Societies
Baptist Missionary Society, 1793
London Missionary Society, 1795
Church Missionary Society, 1799

Religious Tract Society, 1799
British and Foreign Bible Society, 1804

Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, 1814

LMS Australian Auxiliary
Australasian Wesleyan

Methodist Missionary Society

Ultra-Ganges Mission, 
1807-1842

China Mission
1842-1947

Rev Dr Robert Morrison
Canton 1807

Rev Dr William Milne
Canton 1813

Malacca 1827

Rev Dr Walter Medhurst
Malacca 1817

Batavia 1822-40
China 1840

Rev Dr James Legge
Malacca 1840

Hong Kong 1843-1867

Anglo-Chinese College
Malacca 1816-1843

Hong Kong 1841-1856
Ex-Students in Australia

Ho A Low nephew of Rev Ho 
Fuk-Tong, LMS pastor

Chu A Luk
Nephew of Leang A Fa, LMS 

pastor
Wat A Che
O Cheong

Leong A Toe
Fan A Wye

ÔRevÕ William Young
Born Penang c 1807

Father Scot, Mother Malay
baptised infant Penang 18/2/1807

Student, A-Ch Coll Malacca
Calcutta Baptist Church

Locally recruited Batavia
Medhurst, 1820

Married Olive Amelia Vardon, 
Batavia, 1842

With Stronach Bros Amoy 
1840

Sydney (sick leave) 1840
Victoria Chinese Mission 

1855-1857
Superintendent
(with interruptions)

Vic Pres Chinese Mission
1859-1874

Chinese Interp-General 1867-
1869

Singapore 1874

VICTORIA CHINESE MISSION
(Interdenominational)

Castlemaine, 1855-1858
Rev J Legg Poore

Rev Richard Fletcher
Rt Rev Charles Perry, 

1st Bp of Melbourne
ÔRevÕ William Young

Ho A Low
Chu A Luk

Leong a Toe
Lo Sam-yuen

Geelong and Western District
Chinese Evangelisation Society

(Interdenominational)
Mr James Balfour 1855-57

Ballarat Chinese Mission
(Interdenominational)

1857-1859
Mr James Oddie

Ballarat Chinese Mission
(Interdenominational)

1857-1859
Mr James Oddie

Smythesdale Chinese Mission
(Interdenominational)

1857-1859
Lui Fun Sing

Victorian Denominational Missions to the Chinese, 1858 to present

Anglican Chinese Mission
Church Missionary Society

of Victoria 1851-1898
Lo Sam-yuen NE Victoria 

186011861
Cheong Peng-nam

Baptised Beechworth 1860
Parish-Based Missions

110-112 Lt Bourke St
Melbourne

Cheok Hong Cheong
Lay Superintendent

1885-1898

Presbyterian 
Chinese Mission

Ballarat
ÔRevÕ William Young 

Superintendent
1860-1868

Chin Interp-Genl 1868-9
1869-1874

Cheong Peng-nam
Catechist 1860-1872
Cheok Hong Cheong

Baptised 1866
trained for ministry,1872-5
Businessman, 1875-885

Rev William Matthew
Superintendent 1868-1869
Rev Daniel Vrooman (USA)

Superintendent 1878
Rev John A Chue
Rev John Tongwai

Wesleyan Methodist
 Chinese Mission

Castlemaine
Long A Toe 1859-1865

Rev Leong on Tong
1866-1874

Rev James Mouy Ling
1862-1899

Rev Joseph Lee Tear Tack

Rev Edward Youngman
Superitnending Missionary

Missions throughout Victoria

Paul Soong to West Aust
1899

Tear Tack to Tingha NSW,
Darwin and Cairns

Anglican Chinese Mission
Church Missionary Society

of Victoria, Re-formed
1898 to present

(Anglican Chinese Mission of 
the Epiphany)

121-123 Lt Bourke St
Melbourne

Cheok Hong Cheong
Lay Superintendent

1898-1928

Anglican Chinese Mission
Church Missionary 

Association of Victoria
1898 to 1918

110-112e Epiphany)
121-123 Lt Bourke St

Melbourne

Angl Melb 1857

Cath Ballarat 1860

Cheok Hong CheongÕs Other Activities

Secretary, Victorian Chinese Residents Committee, 1870-1900s
Chinese Anti-Opium Society, Victoria 1885-1906

Deputationist, British Anti-Opium Society, London, 1901-1902
Australian Correspondeing Member, British Anti-Opium Society

Deputationist, Quaker Anti-Militarist Delegation, China, 1906
First Chairman, Victorian Chinese Christian Union, 1900s

Victorian Anti-Sweating League
Chairman, Australian Chinese National Conventions

Chinese Committee Opposing amendments to Victorian Shops and Factories Acts 
1895-1906
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Appendix 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protestant Christian Missions to the Chinese in Victoria  
in the Nineteenth Century 
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Protestant Christian Missions to the Chinese 
in Nineteenth Century Victoria, Australia 
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of Chinese Christian Converts, Victoria 

 
 

385



 

Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, February 1859, pp 45-46.  
Location: State Library of Victoria 
Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: Leong Pong See (Sien). Hong Ah Kay, Lum Khen Yang. 
 

THE CHINESE MISSION IN CASTLEMAINE AND 
THE GATHERING IN OF THE FIRST FRUITS 

Probably all of your readers are aware that the various Protestant churches of 
Victoria have for a lengthened period made a united effort to spread the gospel 
amongst the Chinese idolaters who throng our shores in such thousands. A short 
time ago this union was dissolved, at least so far as the goldfields were concerned. 
Several members of the Wesleyan church felt that the mission in this locality was in such an 
interesting state that they could not, dare not, permit it to be given up on this account; and, 
accordingly, they presented a request that it might be made a part of the mission in immediate 
connexion with our church. 

Their missionary Leong A Toe, is now one of the recognised agents of the Wesleyan 
church. He has Iaboured for the conversion of his countrymen with great faithfulness and 
assiduity, and God has graciously fulfilled in him this promise. He that goeth forth weeping, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with 
him. Many have listened with some interest to the preaching of God’s Word, which we trust 
will prove ‘seed sown in good ground’, which shall produce an abundant harvest. Three, 
whose names are Leong Pong Seen, Hong Ah Kay, and Lum Khen Yang have renounced 
their superstitions and openly acknowledged their faith in Christ Jesus as the only and all 
sufficient Saviour of mankind. 

After living for several months consistently with a profession of the gospel, and having 
repeatedly requested to be baptized, they were brought by their missionary to the Rev. 
Thomas Raston on Saturday, the 8th instant, that he might ascertain how far their knowledge 
of Divine truth would justify his administering to them this solemn ordinance. The writer 
listened with deep interest to this examination, and was equally surprised and pleased with 
the extent of their scriptural knowledge and the strong expression of their faith in the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ. 

On Wednesday, the 12th instant, a large congregation assembled from all parts of the 
circuit to witness the interesting ceremony of their reception into the Christian church. In the 
presence of this assembly, the following questions were proposed to and answered by them 
Why do you believe in Jesus ~ 

Ans. Because I am a wicked sinner and a helpless creature, and cannot save 
myself, and Jesus' blood can wash away all my sin. 

Since you have believed in Him, how do you spend your time ? 
Ans. Since I have believed in Jesus, I love Him, and long to keep His 
commandments, and do my duty faithfully towards every one and pray to God 
morning and evening that I may be kept from changing to the end. 

When you go home to China, will you not go back to idolatry again? 
Ans No. We will worship the true God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
trust that the Holy Spirit may be given us to convince our friends of the folly of 
worshipping ancestors, Buddha idols, etc., and that through us they may be 
taught to know and love the true God. 

After this, they were addressed by their native teacher with great earnestness. And then 
the Rev Thomas Raston poured water upon them, baptising them in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

Lum Khen Yang furnished the following account of himself, which was translated into 
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English by Fan O [A Wye], a Chinese gentleman, whose consistent piety has won for him the 
esteem of all who know him.1 
 
 
Denomination: Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, February 1859, pp 45-6.  
Location: State Library of Victoria 
Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: Lum Khen Yang 
Age: not known 
Education: 11 years 
District: Hok Shan 
Years in Victoria: not known 
Locations in Victoria: Mopoke; Ovens Valley; Ballarat; Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: miner 
 

Lum Khen Yang, a native of the village of the San, in the district of Hok San, in 
Canton Province, respectfully requests to be baptised. I give seriatim the 
circumstances connected with my case to a knowledge of the Gospel.  

From my youth I have studied books, and made myself acquainted with the 
instructions of Confucius and Mencius. For eleven years I made strenuous efforts in 
school, but never succeeded in distinguishing myself. This circumstance induced me 
to give up study and betake myself to trade, in order that I might provide for my 
family. 

All of a sudden, disturbances occurred in Canton. The mandarins and people arrayed 
themselves in battle against the Hak Sha [Hakka] rebels. No place was exempt from trouble, 
but my native village suffered more from the injuries inflicted by these rebels than any other 
place. Property was plundered, houses burned and destroyed. The strong fled to different 
parts of the country and sought a subsistence, while the weak fell victims to the weapons of 
the rebels. In their progress of murder and slaughter, dead bodies might be seen strewing the 
woods, and blood might be observed flooding the ground. No one could look on such scenes 
without feeling his heart saddened, nor could any hear of them without shedding tears.  

The cruel rebels were permitted to act thus because, from ancient time to the present, our 
people have been ignorant of Him who preserved them, and worshipped idols, and have been 
guilty of many wicked practices, and have heaped to themselves divine wrath, and even the 
infliction of these just temporal punishments. 

It was a fortunate circumstance, however, that none of my family were personally 
injured. They have been able, though with difficulty, to maintain themselves to this day. At 
the time our money and property were plundered, we had not the means of purchasing a 
morsel to put into our mouths, and there appeared no way by which we could extricate 
ourselves from poverty. 

We happily heard intelligence regarding a new goldfield in an English colony. We were 
told that men from all parts of the world were congregated there, and obtained permission to 
dig for gold, and that money was easily to be made there: and that the people were peaceably 
disposed, and that the country abounded in everything. The idea of going to such country was 
delightful. I told my friends of my intention, they were delighted, and commended my plan. I 
then made an effort to get as much money as would pay my passage to this productive 
country.  
                                                 
1  Fan A Wye came to Australia in 1855 with Ho A Low and Chu A Luk. All three were students of the Rev 

Dr James Legge at the Anglo-Chinese College at Hong Kong. See Welch, Ian (1980), Pariahs and 
Outcasts, Christian Missions to the Chinese in Australia, MA, Monash University 
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I was in this land a whole year without hearing about the doctrines of the gospel. I 
unexpectedly met with my friend, who was engaged in making known these doctrines to 
people collected together in large numbers to hear him. I felt glad in my heart, knowing in 
some measure the tendency of these doctrines, which inculcated upon man the practice of 
virtue, and the reforming of their wicked ways; they taught man also the worship of God, and 
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ who died for man’s salvation. 

At this time I was not successful in gold digging, and yet I had to make great 
efforts to provide for my family, so I eventually left Mopoke and removed to the 
Ovens. I was there about a year, and was not in the slightest successful. I then went 
to Ballarat, seeking a livelihood east and west like a cock. I was never in any fixed 
spot, and lived just from hand to mouth. From Ballarat I wended my way back to 
Castlemaine; and again met my friend A Toe, who consoled me with the word of 
Divine truth, and took me with him to the chapel, that I might hear the preaching of 
God’s Word. On that occasion he discoursed about a good man  of ancient times 
who lived in the East, whose name was Job; a man who obeyed God’s 
commandments and practised righteousness. Through God’s blessing he became the 
richest man in the East; but one day Satan devised an artful scheme, destroyed Job’s 
son and daughters, and all that he had, hoping thereby to overturn the piety of Job, 
and make him rebel against God. But notwithstanding these trials, Job remained 
faithful to God, exclaiming, ‘Naked came I into the world, and naked shall I return 
into the earth’. It is God who gives us all things, and it is God who takes them back 
again. As usual Job praised God without ceasing. When I heard these statements I 
was much affected. I then began to understand how that all I had enjoyed during my 
lifetime was the gift of God; and all the injuries I had endured at the hands of Hak 
Ka [Hakka], a Chinese who robbed me of all my property, were permitted to befall 
me by God’s appointment. Before I heard the word of God I considered these trials 
as great misfortunes. But who would have thought that God  
would have made use of misfortunes to try the faith of believers, and the unbelief of 
unbelievers? Job notwithstanding his trials, was patient, and in the end greatly rewarded. I in 
like manner, in consequence of the Hak Ka rebels, was forced to flee to these goldfields, and 
have thereby obtained a knowledge of the Saviour, and have become a believer in the earth. 
At one time I was disposed to consider my reverses as a calamity, now I regard them as a 
happiness, inasmuch as by them I have been brought to hear God’s holy doctrines. Had I not 
experienced the cruelties of the rebels I should never have come to these goldfields, nor 
entered the gate of divine truth, nor should I have been provided with the daily instructions 
and prayers of A Toe, who prayed that I might obtain the renewing influence of the Holy 
Spirit. Having received enlightenment I perceived the error of my former ways, and the 
worthlessness of the worship of spirits, Buddha and ancestors. 

I wish to amend my ways, and to place my dependence on the Saviour; to keep his 
commandments; to worship God, and make these things the rule of my life all my days. My 
sins are great and aggravated, I am afraid I cannot escape; but happy it is for me that the 
Saviour gave up his life on the cross for me, in order to restore me; that I believing in him 
might not perish, but have eternal life! That he can enable me to do his will, to receive his 
grace, to praise his power, to confide in his name, and to cherish the hope of the life to come. 

I desire to be baptised, and wash away my sins; and to show that I receive the truth in 
sincerity and joy, to the end of my life I shall not repent. May the Divine God have mercy 
upon me, and grant that I may enjoy the inheritance that fades not away. I hope the Ministers 
of the Gospel will take into their favourable consideration the request I now present 
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Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Reports, 

1862-3., pp 10-13.  
Location: Uniting Church (New South Wales Synod) Church Records 

and Historical Society, Archives and Research Centre, 3 
Blackwood Place, North Parramatta 2151 

Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: Ho Ti (Charley) 
Age: not known 
District: Hoi Ping 
 
The following account has been furnished of the death of Ho Ti, who was baptised in 
September, and who died in March last. 

He was born in the province of Canton in the village of Hoiping. Leong a Toe 
visited him thee day before he died, and in reply to his question, he said he prayed 
to God, and trusted his soul in the hands of Jesus Christ felt very happy, and hoped 
in Jesus Christ to save him up to heaven. One of the European members who 
attended him, gives the following account: A few moments before he died, I asked 
him if he still felt bad, ho made a slight motion with his head, to signify yes, I then 
asked him if he loved OOD, he again made a motion with his bead, but a much more 
decided one, Do you love Jesus Christ?  Again he made a motion with his head. He 
then said in a strong voice, ‘I am very happy, happy, very happy’, I said, ‘Charlie 
you will soon be in heaven’. He made no answer to this, but lifting his hand slowly, 
he pointed to heaven, a few minutes after this he died. 
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Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Reports, 1863.  
Location: Uniting Church (New South Wales Synod) Church Records and 

Historical Society, Archives and Research Centre, 3 Blackwood 
Place, North Parramatta 2151 

Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: Hong Ha 
Age: not known 
Education: 3 years 
Village: Sun Ding 
Years in Victoria: not known 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District; 
Occupation: miner 
 
Hong Ha, born in the province of Canton, in the village of Sun Ding. Three years ago I came 
to this country digging gold, but I always followed the wicked custom of crime. Morning and 
evening offered gilt paper to my Gods and Buddha in my tent. Nobody worship more earnest 
than me. I always go and sacrificed fowls, and burned gilt paper for incense. In three years I 
spend £25 to pay for the gilt paper. In my mind, I hoped the Gods would help me to get more 
gold, and I worshipped them so much, that sometimes I had not enough money left for my 
living. In course of last year, Mr. Leong A Toe came up to Wattle Flat, came into my tent, 
and saw my images, and asked me, ‘Do you worship those images’? I said, ‘Yes all my life. I 
very much like to worship images’. He said, ‘You worship them so much what profit have 
you got?’ I said, ‘Well I only hope for good health and more gold.’ Then he said, ‘just now I 
saw two images, they have mouths but speak not, eyes but see not, ears but hear not, how can 
they keep you in health, and give you gold?’ I said, ‘though only carved wood, yet when I go 
to worship him the spirit comes out and helps me.’ He said, ‘How do you know the spirit 
comes out from the wood, do you say the spirit in the wood of itself, or some one send the 
spirit in? I think the wood has no spirit in at all and cannot protect you at all, you protect the 
wood, for if you don’t take care of the wood, you will throw it away or burn it up, it cannot 
do anything for you. I hope you after this time throw them away, and worship the living God, 
for He can give you health and food.’  

When I go to bed at night I think again over his words, but my mind would not 
submit to what he said to me, for my country from the uppermost Emperor to the 
people all worship images the same way, and nobody says that it is wrong and must 
throw them away. Now only Mr. Leong A Toe himself calls me to throw them away, 
I think he is not right to us Chinese. Then I go and worship my images again. 
Another week he comes to our place and preached about Jesus Christ, an Advocate: 
if one believes in Him, He will get him reconciled to God.  

After that he came to my tent again, and looked at my images still standing there, 
and he felt very sorry to see them, and also told me it was no good to worship them, 
nor to sacrifice to them. He stayed with me one hour. Another time he preached 
about Christ died on the cross, and I was near him, and he invited me to go to his 
place, and pray for the Congregation.  

He was very different to my praying to our Gods, for he prayed to God to forgive 
sins, but I only prayed to the images to get gold. I felt that to pray for forgiveness of 
sins was very right, and therefore I followed him from Sabbath to Sabbath, for now 
about six months, and I pray to God to forgive my sins, and ask His Holy Spirit to 
convert me, and I feel very sinful before Him, because I worshipped the enemies of 
God, and did very wrong. Now I burned the images all up, and worshipped the 
living God, and believe in Jesus Christ. May he save me to everlasting life.  
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I want to be baptised. May your Minister receive me into the Church of Christ. 
After this I pray to God, may His Holy Spirit help me to keep His commandment, 
love His people, and do good in this world, and when I die may Jesus Christ save 
me forever in heaven. 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Loctaion: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: Leong On Tong 
Age: not known 
Education: at least 12 years 
District: not known 
Years in Victoria: not known 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: miner, missionary 
 
Mr. Leong-on-Tong, the Christian Chinaman who has been instrumental in bringing six of his 
countrymen to a knowledge of the truth, is a man of superior parts and devoted zeal. He is the 
fruit of the ministry of the former catechist, Mr Leong-ah-Toe, and since the return of the 
latter to China, has been singularly active in his endeavours to do good and the result has 
been highly encouraging. The following is the statement made by Leong-on Tong at the 
meeting. 
 
1 feel very glad on account of the men who have been converted; and I therefore direct a 
short statement in order that all kind friends may fully know the details in this evening. I was 
born and grew up in China, and from youth to manhood only acquired the literature of China, 
and simply held the teachings of Chau and Chew, the ancient philosophy and religion of 
China and I did not know God's commands, but was only accustomed to the classics of 
Confucius and Mencius, and did not know the Bible. That this was not otherwise was because 
my knowledge and experience were limited in that I had neither heard the preaching of the 
gospel nor read the Bible. When I happily heard of the prosperity of this place, and embraced 
the opportunity of coming to it; formerly heard Mr. Leong-ah-Toe preach the Gospel; and 
was grateful to him for guiding me into the right way, and for giving me the Bible for 
examination, for then I knew the gospel truly to have proceeded from heaven, and to be the 
true words of salvation. All the philosophy of Chau and Chew, Confucius and Mencius, is not 
as one to ten thousand in comparison with the Lord's doctrines. In the Lord's doctrines 
nothing is unprovided, nothing is unexplained, nothing is obscure, nothing can go beyond it, 
its depths cannot be sounded, its excellencies cannot be exhausted. To realise to one's own 
soul to obtain the glory of the kingdom of heaven; to spread the gospel throughout the world; 
to obtain the happiness of peace! Thus I therefore boldly went, not dreading the narrow way 
and strait gate; but relying on the Lord, and keeping his commandments, and thereby entering 
into a new heaven and a new earth. Although I have been converted more than a year, my 
strength is little, and my understanding narrow, but the Scripture has these words, ‘Neither do 
men light a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto all 
that are n the house.' And again; ‘Therefore, every scribe which is instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven is like a man that is a householder, which bringeth forth out of his 
treasures things new and old.' Wherefore, every time I meet Chinamen, I must embrace the 
opportunity to preach the doctrines of the kingdom of heaven; that God is the Lord who has 
created and who preserves all things in heaven and earth, and that Jesus descended into the 
world to be a man, willingly to receive the punishment of God by dying on the cross, that he 
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might redeem the world (including the Chinese) from their errors in worshipping evil spirits 
and devils, by his merits. Some of them have heard the discourse, and called it good; others, 
foreign teachings, some were disorderly, and laughed at it, others heard it, declaring it to be a 
bad omen, or something calculated to bring them bad luck, and add discontent and railed at it. 
All defiled themselves with obscene language, but I did not mind them; I only pitied them 
leaving the light for darkness, 'As sheep having no shepherd.' I was sorry, and in every prayer 
asked God 'to send more Labourers into his harvest,' and to give his Holy Spirit to convert 
their obdurate and stony hearts. We Chinese are grateful to all Christian friends, gentlemen 
and ladies of this country, who have unitedly exerted themselves to show in a substantial 
manner the love of God that is in them by forming societies for sending forth teachers to 
diffuse the truth; and this they have done for many years past, so that the Lord's doctrine has 
reached the mind of eighteen men, and this year, happily, God gave his Holy Spirit to convert 
to a belief in Jesus, and to enter the Christian church seven men. This is not the work of 
human reason, but it is God's will. All we who first believed are glad for them, as the woman 
was over the piece of silver, and as the owner was over the lost sheep. We praise and give 
glory to the Triune God; and we pray that God in his mercy may cause that the gospel may 
soon penetrate into China, and be diffused throughout the whole world, to convert the hearts 
of the hearers, that they may come to embrace the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
my heart's prayer.í 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong on Tong 
Name of Convert: Mark Bu A Cow 
Age: 29 . 
Education: 5 years 
District: Sin-Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 9 years. 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District; 
Occupation: miner 
 
This is a grateful statement of Mark Bu Ah Cow, an applicant for baptism, aged 
twenty-nine years, and born in the village of On-Wo, in the district of Sin-Ning, in 
Canton province. During my youth I went to school and studied five years. 
Although I am not possessed of wisdom, yet, when I grew up, then I knew that the 
idols were made by the hand of man. As they were false Gods, I would not worship 
them, but, alas ! I am an uneducated man, and my dwelling is among those who 
follow evil customs, and who worship idols, so that I cannot find the true God 
anywhere. Therefore my mind was altogether unsettled, just like duckweed that 
floats on the water. At that time I had not heard of gospel preaching. I had been in 
this country nine years, and yet did not know what we were to expect in the world 
to come. I lived as in the dark, not seeing the bright sky. All that I did was 
unrighteousness and opposed to God's commands. I am a great sinner, and my sins 
cannot be numbered.  

I happened to be at Guildford, in the third month of last year, digging for gold. 
Thence I went to Yapeen to see my friends. In the course of their conversation they 
spoke of a Mr. Leong-on-Tong, whose words they said were very strange, and that 
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he advised them not to worship idols, and not to sacrifice to their ancestors, but only 
to serve the true God and worship him. That Mr. Leong-on-Tong had said what he 
preached was from the true God, who had given to the world the true doctrines of 
the Bible.  

Hearing my friends say this thing, I desire in person to go and hear what the true 
God's doctrines were. I felt grateful to my friends for taking me to see Mr. Leong-on-
Tong. He explained to me that the true God was our Heavenly Father, who created 
and preserved all things. This true God was not only the God of one kingdom, but 
he was the King of kings, Lord of lords; that men of every country must follow his 
doctrines and keep his commands, and with one mind and one heart worship him; 
and that is what every man ought to do. And as respects the Gods, and sacrificing to 
devils, he said that these were errors that no benefit could be got from them, but on 
the contrary they would bring misery upon men's souls by bringing upon them the 
punishment of the true God. After Mr. Leong-on-Tong had done, he gave me two 
tracts, and told me to come every Sunday and Saturday. I then left, and I went home.  

Thus I came to know that God was the true Lord. I punctually went to his place 
on the following Sunday. He spoke about Jesus being crucified on the cross to 
redeem us from sin, and that whosoever believed in him, and confessed his faults in 
prayer, would obtain forgiveness from him. After he had done, he asked me to bow 
down, and he prayed for me to God, he might save me for the sake of Jesus Christ; 
and he prayed to God for His Holy Spirit to convert my heart, and to give me the 
knowledge of the true God who is our Abba, Father, and of Jesus, who is our 
Saviour.  

Week after week I went to Mr. Leong-on-Tong's residence every Sunday. He 
repeatedly admonished me, and led me to believe the truths of God. I am thankful to 
God for his goodness for the opportunity of meeting with Mr. Leong-on-Tong on the 
diggings. He constantly explained to me the truths of the gospel So I resolved in 
humility to confess my sins; and every morning and evening he showed me how to 
pray to God that I might obtain the Holy Spirit to comfort my mind. Before I knew 
the true God, I knew that my sin was great, and that I could not escape punishment; 
now that I have a knowledge of the Saviour who died upon the cross to appease 
God's wrath, I have obtained great happiness to my soul. Therefore I constantly trust 
in the name of Jesus, and feel thankful for his succours, and praise him for his 
perfections without ceasing. I have studied these doctrines now, day and night, 
more than a year. They have been the means of converting my mind. I take the ten 
commandments of God for my rule, and the Lord's will for my guidance. I strive to 
enter in at the strait gate, and desire to obtain everlasting life.  

Therefore I humbly beg to be baptized, and with all my heart I wish to be subject 
to the true God, and to worship him only until the end of life, and look to Jesus the 
Saviour to deliver my soul in the next life, and to obtain the everlasting reward of 
heaven. Amen. 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong on Tong 
Name of Convert: Joseph Leong-a-Ping 
Age: 32. 
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Education: 2-3 years 
District: Sin-hui (Xinhui) 
Years in Victoria: ‘many years’. 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: miner 
 
I, Joseph Leong-a-Ping, was born in the village of Hap Leang, in the district of Sin.hui 
[Xinhui], in the province of Canton, and am thirty-two years of age. I respectfully beg to be 
baptized.  

The following is a statement of the manner in which I came to believe the truth: 
My family was poor, so I could not study much; I had to look about for some 
business to earn a living by. I not only did not know divine truth, but did not 
understand much even of the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius. But I gave myself 
up to the worship of demons and spirits, and looked to them for giving me 
happiness and delivering me from misery.' My thoughts and desires were all 
unlawful and covetous.  

So when I heard of the discovery of goldfields in Australia, I immediately prayed 
to the Gods to grant me success, that I might obtain riches whenever I should reach 
the goldfields. Who would believe, when I came to these goldfields, even after a 
great many years, none of my prayers were answered. And yet my darkened heart 
was as usual. If I heard any one tell me that here was an idol possessed of divinity, 
no matter how far he resided, I went thither to worship him and seek his blessing.  

Although I had heard Mr. Leong-ah-Toe preach the Gospel once or twice, I did 
not retain it in my mind, because I heard that he taught men not to worship idols or 
tombs, and I felt displeased at that, and told him I was a Chinese, and why should I 
follow a foreign religion. I therefore felt disinclined to do what he said. I was 
engaged by a European for more than a year as miner.  

All at once, in the second month of last year, I threw up my employment. I was 
ambitious to make more money in some other occupation, and went to a place called 
Yapeen, where I met with Mr. Leong-on-Tong, who had a short conversation with 
me. He said it was his intention to mine at Yapeen, I rejoined that I intended to do 
the same. So I stayed there, residing next to Mr. Leong-on-Tong, and mined several 
months; but I lost money, and did not make enough to buy food with. Mr. Leong-on-
Tong constantly taught the doctrines of God's word to the Chinese and exhorted 
them not to worship idols, but to worship God only.  

When I heard of this, I began to argue with him. He said that what he spoke was 
true. I said it was certainly untrue. And again when he said a thing was untrue, I 
said it was true. At that time my soul was deeply steeped in idolatry and ignorance. 
After several days, Mr. Leong-On-Tong had a quiet interview with me, and made 
use of many similes to explain the truth to me. He spared no pains, but whenever he 
had leisure he taught the people. One night as Mr. Leong on-Tong was thus 
engaged, I was present. He said to me, 'the idols you worship are dumb, and you 
seek happiness from them; but I tell you that not only will you not get happiness but 
misery by so doing.' I asked him how? He said, 'suppose you had a son, and you had 
a fortune bequeathed to him, if that son proved disobedient to you, and bestowed 
that fortune upon an enemy of yours, would you be displeased with that son, or 
would you love him?' I replied, 'In such a case I should not only be displeased, but 
should inflict a heavy punishment on him.' Mr. Leong-on-Tong then said, 'Your 
conduct in worshipping idols and not worshipping God is precisely the same with 
the disobedient son's conduct. God will certainly be displeased with you and punish 
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you, and you will find it difficult to escape from hell.'  
When I heard this I felt greatly alarmed. I was silent, and felt I had nothing to say. 

I began inwardly to reflect. I felt that I had sinned against God, but did not know in 
what way my sins were to be removed. Mr. Leong-on-Tong told me there was a way 
by which it could be done. God was a merciful Father; he could not endure our 
entire destruction, and therefore he sent his only son Jesus into the world to die for 
sins of men; and whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 
'If you truly believe in the Saviour, then God will look to the merits of his Son, and 
forgive your sins. My heart immediately felt glad because a sinner could hope for 
salvation. Mr. Leong-on-Tong told me to kneel down with him, and prayed to God 
to forgive me my sins. On this I felt the more glad, and became more resolved day 
and night to pray to God, to confess my sins and seek forgiveness. It is now more 
than a year that I have reformed from my former ways. 

People say that I am an unfortunate man because I left my former employer, and 
lost money when I undertook business on my own account; but I consider all this as 
fortunate. Why so? Because, when I threw up my employment, it was the means of 
bringing me into contact with Leong-on-Tong, receiving his instructions, ultimately 
submitting to Jesus. If things had not turned out so, how could I have got the 
precious treasure of the gospel? Henceforth I shall no longer worship senseless and 
dead objects but worship alone the Triune God. I shall pray to God to give me his 
Holy Spirit, to aid my understanding, to strengthen me to do what is good, to keep 
the commandments to the end and not deviate from them. And in the world to 
come, I look to Jesus to save my soul, and to give me the unending happiness of 
heaven. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong A Toe 
Name of Convert: James Ham Yen Tang 
Age: 30. 
Education: 7 years 
District: Sin Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 9 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: not known 
 
The following is the statement of James Ham Yen Tang, on his public profession of 
Christianity:ó 

I am a native of the village of Park Showy, in the district of Sin Ning, in the 
province of Canton. My age is thirty years. During my youth I went to school and 
studied the classics of Confucius and Mencius for seven years. Although I am not 
deeply learned or possessed of much talent, still I have some little acquaintance with 
the philosophy of China. At this time my circumstances were such that I was obliged 
to leave school and go into business, where I continued for three years, but without 
any great success.  
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On hearing of the gold discoveries in Australia, and the ease and speed with 
which persons obtained wealth, I resolved to leave my native land and come to this 
country, hoping to improve my circumstances.  

I arrived here about nine years ago, and have been digging for gold ever since. I 
constantly examined most of the interesting works and novels of my own country, 
not sparing my strength, so that I might enlarge my understanding. Sometime after 
my arrival in this colony I heard Mr. Leong-ah-Toe, Chinese missionary, preach, and 
received from him some religious tracts. To his preaching I did not pay any 
attention, holding tenaciously to the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius. The 
religious tracts I threw away, and I thought that is useless to me, preferring to read 
novels and stories about China, and constantly to boast these were true once. Alas! 
so I was a stony heart at that time, would not receive the truths of the gospel.  

Shortly after this, Mr. Lee-Wye-Jong (my relative,) a Christian, joined me in 
digging. He invited me to go with him to the Chinese Church, in Castlemaine, where 
I heard Mr. Leong-ah-Toe preach the gospel. In his discourse then, I knew that he 
advised men to do good, and forsake the evil; but the truths of the gospel I could not 
understand.  

Last year I met with a European Christian, Mr. Phillip Bennett, of Campbell's 
Creek, who was very friendly with me, and invited me to go to the Wesleyan 
Church, in Campbell's Creek, to hear the Gospel. After the service, many of the 
Christian friends came and spoke to me, and appeared very glad to see me at 
church.  

This I was surprised at. I thought there must be something in this religion to 
induce those persons, who were strangers to me, to be so kind to one, who could 
neither speak nor understand English. It made a great impression on my mind: and I 
resolved to go home immediately and with humility examine the New Testament 
concerning this religion, but I could not comprehend it.  

One day, Mr. Leong-on-Tong came to see my relative, and while there 
endeavoured to instruct me in the truths of the gospel. He pointed out the way to 
come unto and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Saviour of the world. He 
told me not mind being ridiculed by my countrymen because I had embraced the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, but to love and fear God, and to give up practising the 
superstition and idolatries of my heathen countrymen. He also endeavoured to 
encourage by assuring me that if I lived according to the teachings of the Word of 
God in this life, I should, after death, be for ever with the Lord. He urged me to pray 
to God to enlighten my mind, and to enable me to see that he was the living and true 
God and Jesus Christ his only Son who died for our sins on the cross.  

After this, Mr. Leong-on-Tong came to my tent every Sunday to instruct me in the 
truths of the Gospel, and to pray with me. My mind now became more enlightened, 
and I began to be very much concerned about my soulóso much so that on leaving 
work I asked my relative (Mr. Lee-Wye-Jong) to pray with me, and to ask God to 
forgive my sins. After doing so I felt much comfort in my mind. I now became more 
anxious than ever to search the Scriptures, and did so morning and evening. I felt 
very thankful to God for giving me his Holy Spirit to enlighten my mind. I now saw 
that the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius were altogether insufficient, that novels 
and Chinese stories were idle tales, and that the worshipping of idols was a sin 
against the great God. Having seen the wickedness of my past life, I resolved to 
repent of my sins and to trust only in the Lord Jesus Christ for mercy, and to beg of 
the minister of God to admit me by baptism into the Christian church. I beg you to 
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pray to God for me, that I may be enabled by his grace to serve him, and to remain 
steadfast unto death. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong on Tong 
Name of Convert: David Hun-Bak-Sing 
Age: 25. 
Education: 3 years 
District: Sin Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 98-9 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: miner 
 
I, David Hun-Bak-Tsing. of the village of Chong-ha, of Sin-neng [Taishan] district, in the 
province of Canton, am twenty-five years of age, beg respectfully to be baptized. I here give 
an account of the origin of my belief.  

I, when a boy, went to school for only three years, being of a poor family, and 
therefore am not much acquainted with letters. I had to resort to manual labour for 
the support of the family. After hearing of the discovery of the goldfields, I, by 
various means, got provided with funds to pay for my passage to Australia. For 
eight years I followed the occupation of a miner, seeking to obtain riches and the 
happiness that is temporal utterly ignorant of the doctrines of the gospel I always 
looked upon the wicked customs and traditions of China as things that were true, to 
be reverently maintained and not to be altered. I used constantly to walk in 
dangerous ways, without feeling the least dread, and imagining all the time that 
what I was doing was right. I knew not that I was guilty and sinful, and so was 
foolish and obstinate, which was really shameful; and this was owing to my not 
having as yet received the light of the Gospel.  

All at once, in the second month of the last year, Mr, Leong-on-Tong removed to 
Yapeen, where I had been residing for three years. I became acquainted with him, 
and personally heard him teach the doctrines of the Gospel. He exhorted the people 
not to worship the demons of this world and not to believe in depraved doctrines 
but to worship God alone, and believe in Jesus. He told them clearly that God was 
the great Creator of all, and Jesus was the great Redeemer and Lord, and all men 
ought to adore and worship him, and praise him for his grace. I therefore was 
reluctant to believe his words to be true. But as my tent was near to his, when he had 
leisure during the evening, he had conversations with me, and explained to me the 
truths of God, and told me what it was that constituted sin, what it was to have guilt. 
In the morning and evening he used to pray for me that God would give me his 
Holy Spirit to enlighten my mind.  

In this way, day by day, month by month, the darkness of my mind was 
gradually removed. He told me to pray to God both morning and evening, diligently 
to seek the pardon of my sins. I did as I was instructed, and thus obtained the 
illumination of the Spirit; and then I came to know that my former words, practices 
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and thoughts were all the sources of sin. Were it not there was a Saviour to atone for 
the sins of men then my sins (being such a heavy load) would merit I know not how 
heavy a punishment but blessed it is, that there is a Saviour who gave himself up to 
die on the cross as a ransom for sin. Moreover, Mr. Leong-on-Tong made efforts by 
the preaching of the gospel to make us partakers of happiness in this life and the life 
to come, and must we not repent of our former sins, and exert ourselves to do what 
is right, and abandon altogether dumb idols; give up the worship of deceased 
ancestors, and worship alone the Triune God?  

From the time that I first heard the Gospel until the present time it is rather more 
than a year, and I pray that the Holy Spirit may make me steadfast, so that I may be 
able to keep the ten commandments ó believe in the Saviour, even to the end, 
without any deviation. And in the world to come I hope in the Lord Jesus, that he 
will save my soul, and give me to enjoy the happiness that is unbounded. This is the 
earnest wish of my heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria 
Missionary: Leong on Tong 
Name of Convert: Thomas Leong-yek-Foong 
Age: 47. 
Education: 4 years 
District: Sin Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 9 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: Miner 
 
A statement of the profession of Thomas Leong-yek-Foong, forty-seven years of age of the 
village of Hap Leang, in the district of Sin Ning [Taishan], in the province of Canton, a 
candidate for baptism: 

When a youth I attended school for four years, and then became a common 
labourer to obtain a livelihood. Upon hearing of the opening of the goldfields at this 
advantageously situated country, I became unsurpassedly delighted, and having 
provided my passage, arrived at this place, when, happily having obtained a little 
success, I returned home to China, but I came again to this country.  

For a while, being ignorant that the happiness of the life to come is the greatest 
happiness, and not knowing to honour and worship the Creator, uniformly kept in 
my mind the pursuit of profit, and only sought the comforts of the present life. I 
therefore gave an unrestrained license to my desires; continually worship evil spirits 
and sacrificing to idols, in order to supplicate them to protect me and make very 
rich, not calculating the future day of everlasting misery and eternal punishment; 
but blindly acting and wasting the time, and breaking God's commandments. 
Ignorant, how much !  

Happily, last year, my relation, Mr. Leong-ah-Peng, who first believed the Lord's 
doctrines, and exceedingly desired me to walk in the same road, and I was thus 
specially induced to see Mr. Leong-on-Tong, and to receive his teachings; very 
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different to my native customs, leading me to feel that my former thoughts and 
actions had been very wrong. Speaking to me, he said all men had invaluable souls, 
and if we only expected to obtain the pleasures of this world, then we did not know 
our own souls, 'for what is a man profited if he shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul?' and 'We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out.' That man is a stranger residing in the world. Your black hair is 
become white. Now you are aged, not young and strong, delay not to make haste to 
believe the Saviour and to serve the true God. 'Therefore be ye also ready, for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.' Do not delay, but early repent. The 
time is passing, the Judge is at hand. desire to do good, and do not wait.  

Upon hearing these words, I returned home, and kept in mind man's original 
great sin and evil, and that his life is not of the greater importance because I almost 
approach old age If I should not confess my sins, and pray for forgiveness, then 
would my soul not know what to rely on.  

Whereupon, having some idle hour and on Sundays I went to Mr. Leong-on-
Tong's place to hear explanation of the doctrines of the gospel, grateful for his 
prayers for me that I might obtain the Holy Spirit, and be converted. I resolved to 
worship God, and believe and rely on the Saviour.  

I was sorry that I came to know these doctrines late. My future time is little. My 
past is much. It is therefore important for me to seek baptism and wash away the 
dirt. I have believed these doctrines about one year. Mr. Leong-on-Tong, who always 
advised me to watch the time and prepare for death, that the Saviour died upon the 
cross, and to keep in mind to serve and fear God, I humbly praying God for his Holy 
Spirit to establish my heart, to hold the ten commandments unchanged, and to hope 
that God would receive my soul for the sake of Jesus Christ, that I might obtain 
everlasting happiness. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 December 1865, pp 183-186.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Name: James Gin-Kung 
 
We append to these interesting particulars a letter received from Rev. Dr. Evans, 
superintendent of the Wesleyan Mission in British Columbia, speaking in the highest terms of 
a Chinese, JAMES GIN-KUNG a convert of Leong-A-Toe and now a resident of 
Vancouver's island, The Doctor having kindly acted as amanuensis to his Chinese 
acquaintance adds his own pleasing testimony . . . to his integrity and Christian character. 
Victoria V.I., July 13, 1865..  
Mr. Chapman, Vaughan Australia. 
Dear Sir,-Since I left you at Vaughan, I have made a pleasant voyage to Hong Kong, I 
remained there six months. Leong-a-Toe went with me. He removed to Canton where he is 
doing some Mission work. 
I arrived here on the 7th  
of April with a cargo. I am trying to improve my English, and to get instruction in religious 
truth. I attend the Wesleyan Church and the Sabbath School 
I wish you to read this to Charles Baker, and John H. Waite (your brother-in-law,) and 
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Matthew and Mr. Radcliffe and John Grey, and John William and all my friends. Also to 
(Rev) Mr. Hill, of Castlemaine. 
I hope you all pray for me, as I wish to be good by tho help of God.  
In about six months, I expect to be in Hong if Kong. I shall be glad to got a letter from Mr. 
Baker. I wrote to him from Hong Kong but did not get an answer. 
I pray often for you all. If we never meet again on earth, I hope we shall meet in Heaven 
I am taking lessons two evenings in the week from Rev. Dr. Evans, superintendent of 
Wesleyan missions in Vancouver Island and British Columbia. There are many Chinese here, 
and I hope they may get some religious benefit. 
 I am, dear sir, your dear friend, 
JAMES GIN-KUNG. 
 
Dear Sir, I have had pleasure in being the amanuensis of your Chinese friend and former 
pupil. My acquaintance with him is of recent date, but it has been very gratifying He seems to 
be in earnest in the pursuit of religious knowledge and I think has some enjoyment of the 
Divine favour. I am hoping to get a good class of his countrymen within the range of 
instruction, and pray that light may be carried by them into their own land.'` He speaks very 
kindly of you, and appreciates your aid when under your instruction. May God bless you and 
your fellow-labourers. Yours truly,    EPHM. EVANS. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 June 1866, p 93.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Cheong Peng-nam. James Moy Ling 
Name of Convert: Lay Wong-Heng 
Age: 47. 
Education: 10 years 
District: Sin Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 9 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: miner and storekeeper 
 
I, LAY WONG HENG was born in the province of Sun King and am now forty-seven years 
old. I was at school for five years, came to this colony in 1856, and went to the diggings for 
several years since which time I have kept a store.  

When in China I worshipped idols, and observed the other idolatrous customs of 
paying homage to ancestors, and many heathen practices, and was a diligent student 
of the heathen writings commonly read in the country. At that time I had heard 
nothing about the true God, and knew not that he had given His Son to die for the 
world. On my way to this country I staid (sic) in Hong Kong for a few days, and 
heard a Missionary preach. He said that people must give up idols, and worship the 
true God, but I did not believe what I heard.  

About three years ago I met Low Hoey, a Christian Chinese, who talked to me 
about the religion of Jesus; and I was impressed with what I heard, although I still 
doubted. After this I heard another Chinese, Kong Hee, explain the way of salvation. 
Kong Hee frequently prayed with me. I began to feel that I was a sinner. I also heard 
after that Peng Nam [Presbyterian Catechist, Ballarat] preach, from whom I received 
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additional knowledge of Christian doctrine. Last year I visited James Ah Ling 
(Methodist Catechist), the catechist employed in that district, who gave me valuable 
advice and prayed with me frequently; since then I have felt deeply sorry for my sins 
committed against God, and by His grace I intend to give up all idolatry and sin. I 
believe that Jesus Christ died for my sins, and that God will save me for His sake. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Presbyterian  
Place: Ballarat East, (St. Johnís Presbyterian Church, Peel Street) 
Provenance:  The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church 

of Victoria, June 1866, p 10.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Cheong Peng-nam. Rev William Young. 
Name of Convert: Ya-Yang-Pong (Enoch Hang-Pang) Name also given as Ya-Yang-

Pong. He was baptised on the 8th July 1866 in the same service at 
which Cheong Peng Namís family were baptised. The Christian 
Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria, July 
1866. p 8. 

Age: 31. 
Education: 7 years 
District: Sin Ning (Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 5 years 
Locations in Victoria: Mount Misery, Ballarat and District 
Occupation: Soldier in China. Miner. 
 
I. Enoch Hang-Pang, aged 31 years, a native of the village of E, in the district of Sun-Neng, 
in Canton Province, respectfully make application for baptism. 

I was sent to school when I was a boy of five years of age. Having but dull 
capacities, I never dared to aspire after literary fame, and, therefore, betook myself to 
ordinary occupations.  

Not being successful in trade for a series of years, through the kind exercise of a 
friend I enlisted as a soldier in the Chinese army.  

At that time, I heard there were Christians in Canton, who had the good object in 
view of teaching men to abandon vice and follow virtue, to give up worldly ways 
and the worship of evil spirits and idols. I was then immersed in these sinful 
practices, and felt in no hurry to give them up. I was, moreover, prevented by my 
duties as soldier from applying my mind to the study of Christian doctrines, and 
hence had not the opportunity of learning by experience the happiness to be derived 
from this source. 

After a while, hearing of the discovery of the goldfields in Australia, and that the 
English people there were very kind to the stranger from a distant land; and learning 
also that those who went to Australia made fortunes, and were enabled to return to 
their native land, the desire to obtain wealth all at once sprung up in my mind. I got 
together the means to provide for my passage to that inviting country. 

For the space of nine years I have been engaged in this country in gold-digging. 
Occasionally I have embarked in small trading speculations, but all these have 
ended in fruitless results. 

In the third month of last year, when I came to Ballarat from Mount Misery to dig 
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for gold, I happened one Sunday to go to the Chinese Chapel, where I heard the 
doctrine of salvation by Jesus Christ proclaimed. There, too, I learned there was but 
one true and living God, that He had forbidden the worship of all kinds of idols, and 
that those who broke His laws would be liable to punishment. 

I also met with Cheong-Peng-Nam, who often came to my house, and expounded 
the sacred Scriptures to me. He told me that in these Scriptures God had clearly 
made known to men heavenly truths; that Jesus would come again to judge the 
world, and then the righteous would be received into heaven, while the wicked 
would be consigned to hell. I began to think these were words I had never heard 
before, and hitherto I had been wrong in worshipping evil spirits and graven 
images, and besides I had been guilty of a great many improper actions, and my sins 
were innumerable. 

One Sunday I heard Cheong-Peng-Nam discoursing on the subject of Jesus 
feeding five thousand persons with five loaves and two little fishes, and after they 
had eaten, twelve baskets were filled with the fragments. Has not he who can do 
such a thing, thought I, power divine? I also heard him say that Jesus was God’s 
beloved Son; and that God sent Him from heaven to earth that he might make 
atonement upon the cross for man’s sin, that whosoever believeth in Him might not 
perish, but have eternal life; and we sinners had all previous souls, and this day we 
had the privilege of hearing the news of salvation, and were invited to put our trust 
in Christ, so that we might obtain the forgiveness of sins, and in the world to come 
attain bliss everlasting. Was not the blessing offered us, he said, great?  

Upon this I determined to embrace these doctrines. From that time till now, 
between eight and nine months, every Lord’s Day I have gone to chapel to listen to 
what was preached. Cheong-Peng-Nam used also to give me tracts and prayer-
books, which I read and recited every day. Although there are wicked people who 
slander me, I care but little for that. 

At times I go to Peng-Nam’s house, and receive Christian instruction from him, 
and prays to God for me that my sins may be forgiven. 

At times I go to Mr. Young’s house, and there examine God’s Word.2 In this way 
the Spirit renews my heart, and I experience joy in my soul. I greatly value the 
doctrine of salvation by Jesus. 

I desire now to renounce the world, and to give up the worship of dumb idols 
and deceased ancestors, and to honour the only one Ruler of heaven and earth, who 
is the Eternal Supreme. I crave baptism and desire to be washed from my sins. And I 
pray to God to bestow upon me His Holy Spirit, to strengthen my faith, and to 
increase my knowledge, that I understand the deep things of the Bible, and keep 
God’s holy commandments, and remain steadfast to the end. And I hope that in the 
life to come, Jesus may grant unto my soul the enjoyment of heavenly felicity. This is 
my heart’s wish. 

 
 

                                                 
2  The ‘Rev’ William Young. See Welch, Ian (1980), Pariahs and Outcasts, Christian Missions to 

the Chinese in Australia, MA, Monash University. 
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Denomination:  Presbyterian  
Place: Ballarat East, (St. Johnís Presbyterian Church, Peel Street) 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, June 1866, p 10.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Cheong Peng-nam.  Rev William Young 
Name of Convert: Lew Jim. Name also given as Lew Gim. He was baptised on the 8th 

July 1866 in the same service at which Cheong Peng Namís family 
were baptised. The Christian Review and Messenger of the 
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, July 1866:8. He was still 
attending in 1873. 

Age: 34. 
Education: 7 years 
District: Sun-woey (Xinhui) 
Years in Victoria: 10 years 
Locations in Victoria: Ballarat and District 
Occupation: miner 
 
I, LEW-JIM, 34 years of age, a native of Ho-Chíun, in the district of Sun-woey, [Xinhui] in 
Canton Province, respectfully apply for baptism. 

I here give a short account of the way in which I first came to believe the truth. I 
was born of poor parents, and have studied but little. My occupation in China was 
that of a common labourer. I used to seek profit in petty trading, in order to obtain a 
living; but it was gain alone I sought in this way. I worshipped evil spirits, in order 
to obtain happiness from them; I praised demons, with the view of getting assistance 
from them; and was led astray by worldly customs. I knew nothing of the true God; 
how, then, could I know of the Saviour Jesus, of whom I had never heard while I 
was in China?  

Thus I lived in darkness, and indulged in unrestrained immoral practices, and all 
the while ignorant that I was transgressing the commandments of God. The sins I 
committed I can hardly describe. Fortunate was it that God opened up the goldfields 
of this country, and made my covetous desire of gain the means of my coming 
hither. 

I have been engaged in gold-digging for these ten years past; but with all my 
running hither and thither, and my hundred plans, I have not make anything. If, 
perchance, at times I had a little surplus money, it was spent in extravagance; thus 
what was wickedly hoarded up became a cause of misery.  

My detention in this country for so many years, until I was brought to hear the 
sound of the Gospel, is owing to God’s providence. although I was once before in 
Ballarat, and had heard Mr. Young and Cheong-Peng-Nam teach the Gospel, yet at 
that time my mind was so full of anxieties and so unsettled that I felt no disposition 
to believe implicitly what they taught. 

It was fortunate that I was not in a position speedily to return to China, and that I 
have been till now detained in this country. From Mount Misery I came to Ballarat a 
second time, and again heard the two above-mentioned teachers declare the truths 
of the God’s Word. It is owing to their diligent instructions that I have become 
enlightened as to the true road; they, moreover, prayed with me. Thus my mind has 
become daily more settled; and through the secret operations of the Holy Spirit, I 
sincerely believe the truth. During these eight or nine months past I have come to 
know that what I have been doing in days gone by has been altogether wrong, and 
to understand that there is nothing superior to God’s truth.  
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Therefore I desire to give up the worship of Buddha and dumb idols, and never 
more to sacrifice to the spirits of departed ancestors, but only to honour the triune 
God. Moreover, I entreat God to confer upon me in rich measure the help of His 
Holy Spirit, to establish my heart in the truth, so that I may mourn bitterly over my 
past sins, believe in the Saviour, keep the ten commandments, and be steadfast to the 
last. Thus may I expect that God will, in this life, comfort my heart by His Holy 
Spirit, and in the world to come admit my soul, through the merits of the Saviour, to 
the everlasting enjoyment of the happiness that fades not away. This is what I 
earnestly desire. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Wesleyan Missionary Notices London, October 1867, p 4.  
Location: Uniting Church (New South Wales Synod) Church Records 

and Historical Society, Archives and Research Centre, 3 
Blackwood Place, North Parramatta 2151. 

Missionary: Leong On Tong. Cheong Peng-nam. Rev William Young. 
Name of Convert: Lee Man Ching 
Age: not known 
Education: 3 years 
District: Sun-woey (Xinhui) 
Years in Victoria: 9 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District. Ballarat and District 
Occupation: miner 
 
LEE MAN CHING. When a boy, I was at school nearly three years, and learned a few 
characters; but from poverty, I was obliged to give up the idea of an education, and betake 
myself to farming.  

I was always desiring riches, and prayed to the Gods and to Buddha for secret 
help to enter the path of wealth; so, when once I heard of the goldfields, I vowed to 
these false Gods that, if I was successful, I would speedily return to my native land, 
and present offerings to them. I came to the goldfields, and have been a digger nine 
years, and sometimes I got hold of money, but I was never satisfied; so I did not 
return to China.  

Formerly, although I had heard Leung-on-Tung preach the Gospel, yet I did not 
know the truth and beauty of this doctrine. I only gathered that I was not to worship 
idols; so I despised his words, for I was always bent on worshipping them. On 
recalling my disposition to worship idols, I now see that it arose out of my covetous 
desires, as I only asked them to help me to wealth and profit by directing me to the 
right ticket in the lottery. Once I had a few pounds in my purse, but soon lost them 
and being without resources I went to Ma-lat (Ballaarat). Yet still I gambled. I had 
heard the Teacher Yeung [Reverend William Young] and Cheung Pingnam preach, 
but my covetousness shut out the Gospel. I became poorer still; so I returned to 
Castlemaine, where happily I had a partner who was a believer, and he led me to the 
chapel to hear the Gospel, and to Leung-on-Tung’s house. As he knew me, he 
explained the word of God, and exhorted me, showing that the ‘love of money is the 
root of all evil’, and that covetousness was equally with idolatry sinful in God’s 
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sight. He showed me the falseness of idolatry, its sinfulness and rebellion against 
God, and that God must punish all idolators. 
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Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 May 1871. p 76.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: James Moy Ling.  
Name of Convert: Quon Fong 
Age: c 57. 
Education: 2-3  years 
District: Sun-woey (Xinhui) 
Years in Victoria: 17years 
Locations in Victoria: Melbourne 
Occupation: miner 
 
I, QUON FONG was born in Sen Foy [Xinhui] district. I went to school when I was a big 
boy, but was not at school very long. After that I worked with my father on the farm, and at 
other businesses, for some years. I followed the example of my parents, and worshipped 
Gods made by men’s hands out of wood and stone. We also worshipped large trees that grew 
on the mountains and in the fields, because we believed that great spirits lived in them. I 
believed in fortune-telling, and spent a great deal of time and money in worshipping at the 
graves of my ancestors, because we believed their spirits were able to help and guide us.  

I was more than forty years old when I heard of the gold-diggings in Australia. I 
came here seventeen years ago, and went on to the diggings, and continued to 
worship idols. I often heard Chinamen speak about the religion of Jesus, and they 
spoke against it, but I did not think much about it, for I thought from what learned 
Chinamen told me that our nation was older than any other nation, and our religion 
was the oldest and the best, and that our Gods were better than the Gods of other 
people.  

I got on very badly on the goldfields and about two years ago I came down to 
Melbourne to go back to China; for a friend of mine in Melbourne owed me a little 
money that would have been enough to pay my passage home; but when I came 
down he could not pay me, because he had done badly in business.  

So I stayed in Melbourne, and sold fish and gathered rags to get my living. James 
Ah Ling and other Christians came to the house where I lived, and asked me to go to 
the service in Little Bourke-street, but I said to them, ‘I don’t want your religion.’ 
They kept asking me to go, and to get rid of them I said, ‘Oh yes, I will come.’ But I 
did not go. But Daniel Si Fae, a friend of mine who came from my district in China, 
became a Christian and was baptized in Wesley Church. He talked with me about 
the new religion he had found, and told me how happy it made him, and said that I 
must go to the service, and see James Ah Ling. I did not go for some time, but Si Fae 
went to Ballarat, and left a message for me that the next time Ah Ling asked me I 
must go to the service. Next Sunday I went.  

I heard things that I had never heard before, and they were very interesting, and I 
have attended the services ever since. As I listened to the preaching, I heard things 
that I had done spoken against, such as worshipping idols, and ancestors, and 
smoking opium; but I did not feel that I was a sinner. But on Easter Sunday, twelve 
months ago, Ah Ling preached about Christ on the cross, and about our sins causing 
Christ’s sufferings, and I felt very sorry. I could not stop the tears from rolling down 
my cheeks, and I saw many others there crying too. I went home, but all that night I 
could not sleep, thinking about what Christ had suffered, and I saw that I was a 
sinner, and that my soul was in danger. Next afternoon, Ah Ling came to see me, 
and I said to him, ‘I am so glad to see you, I want you to pray for me.’ He prayed 
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with me, and told me that Christ would save me, for He had died for me. But I was 
still troubled, and was in trouble for some weeks. I could not sleep. My mind was 
not at rest.  

But one evening I went to a prayer meeting at Ah Ling’s house. I was in great 
trouble. I knelt down by a form, and when the others got up to sing, I could not. I 
kept kneeling, and while they were praying, and Ah Ling was talking to me, a 
change came over my heart; I felt my sins were pardoned. Before that I feared God, 
but ever since that I have had joy when I think of God. I felt like a man brought out 
of a dark room into the open light. I saw how ignorant I had been. God had made 
me and kept me in life, and I had not known him. I had sinned against Him, and had 
worshipped idols of wood and stone instead of Him; and I thanked God that I had 
not gone back to China, for if I had gone home I might have worshipped idols all my 
life.  

Since that I have had great pleasure, I have attended all the services, I get more 
light and happiness. Two or three months after this some of my relations came down 
from the country to go home to China, and offered to pay my passage if I would go 
with them, but I would not go, because I wanted to stay here to get more light, to get 
stronger. So that if ever I do go back I might be better able to stand myself, and to do 
good for others. I had hard work to give up smoking opium, for I had smoked it 
for many years, and it seemed as if I could not live without it. I wanted to be 
baptised, but Ah Ling told me that I must give up smoking opium altogether 
before I could be baptised. At last, through God’s help, I gave it up, but giving it 
up nearly killed me. I was very ill, but I thank God, because through His help I 
have given it up altogether. And now I wish to be baptised. 
 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Wesleyan Missionary Notices London, October 1868, p 100.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Cheong Peng-nam.  
Name of Convert: Ham Lin Tip  
Age: nit known. 
Education: 2 years 
District: Sun Ming (Sin Ning ñ Taishan) 
Years in Victoria: 13 years 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: Miner, cook, butcher. 
 
HAM LIN TIP from the village Bark Tshoe, district Sun Ming, province of Canton, states his 
reasons for believing these doctrines: I was very poor and was scarcely two years at school. I 
only knew a few Chinese characters. I was ignorant, and did not know that there was a God 
in heaven, who governed this world. I only through the spirits of images were in the sky, and 
came to shelter and bless men in this world, therefore I devoutly worshipped before them 
hoping that they would give me happiness.  

I came to this country about thirteen years ago, still keeping to Chinese customs. I 
was a gold digger, and having made a little money, went into business. First, I kept a 
cook’s shop. Not getting much profit I became a butcher, but in this business lost all 
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my money. I through of a hundred ways of becoming rich. I did not know that God 
had arranged my life, and that images were false. I now hope that God’s blessing has 
made me rich.  

The year before last I lived at Vaughan, and was again a digger. I heard Leong-
On-Tong preach there in a Wesleyan chapel. I thought what he said was good. 
Afterwards I came to the Chinese church at Castlemaine, and heard him preach with 
pleasure. It was like as if a cloud had removed before the sun, and the light shone 
out. I believed that God is the Father of this world, and that Jesus is his only 
begotten Son, and came from heaven to save sinners, and I was very glad to learn 
His truth.  

But as my mates were unbelievers I felt it very inconvenient to remain with them, 
and therefore joined some Christian friends at Barker’s Creek. And now I found 
myself very free and happy. But being unable to get a living, I went back to Vaughan 
to work in an old paddock, and for a time I remembered God and prayed to Him, 
though my mates were unbelievers. They however abhorred me and cursed me. At 
length I was tempted by my mate to give up, and forsake God, and deny the truth.  

An accident happened to me about this time. I fell down in a steep place and 
dislocated my leg. My mate tempted me to make a vow to images till my leg should 
get better; that is to make an offering of pork and fowls to the image, and to fall 
down before him. My mind was not comfortable. If I sat down, not happy - if I slept, 
not happy. I ate and drank less each day, and I could not work. I was sick, and yet 
not sick, I was mad, and yet not mad ó I had no spirit left. I now thought God is 
rebuking me for returning to the images. I will again seek the true God. But I found I 
could not; the devil had got hold of me. But Leong-on-Tong came to preach at 
Vaughan again; he called on me, and asked me come and hear him preach. He 
exhorted me, and very much comforted me; my heart was a little more happy; 
therefore I went home and thought it over. If I don’t believe in Jesus, I cannot be 
happy; my soul will be lost. Then my heart believed in the truth. 
 
 
 
 
Denomination:  Wesleyan Methodist 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 January 1869.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Leong On Tong  
Name of Convert: Hoa Pang 
Age: not known. 
Education: not known 
District: not known 
Years in Victoria: not known 
Locations in Victoria: Castlemaine and District 
Occupation: Chinese temple keeper 
 
Address by Leong on Tong at Baptismal Service in Castlemaine Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, 6 December 1868 at baptism of HOA PANG 

I am very glad to present to you tonight four brothers who have been turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God; and I beg to be allowed to 
say a few words. My countrymen arc very superstitious, and worship images. It is 
very difficult to enlighten them. It would be impossible with man's strength; but 
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with God's strength it is possible. In ordinary cases it is difficult to give up images 
but how much more difficult for a joss-house keeper to abandon his Gods and serve 
the true God. But God exerted his great power to move our brother's heart, and 
caused him to see his sinfulness and tremble for fear of God's anger. He led him to 
give up the dark way, and brought him into marvellous light. Who could do such a 
thing as this but God? When I was converted I straightway knew that God was 
Almighty. I pray Him still to exert his power, and cause all the images to be 
destroyed and convert all the idol temples into Christian churches. I have long been 
praying that God will do these mighty things; and I praise I Him for what little we 
now see at this present. May all the idols of China, like these on this table, be in 
captivity in Christian temples like that at the Moonlight Flat; and all josshouse 
keepers, like Hoa Pang, become Christians. May this Gospel spread everywhere! As 
God is a very merciful God, I trust He will grant the desire of my heart. Amen.  
Denomination:  Presbyterian  
Place: Ballarat East, (St. John’s Presbyterian Church, Peel Street) 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, October 1873, p 7.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
Missionary: Cheong Peng-nam.  
Name of Convert: James Ah Kee 
Age: 28. 
Education: not known 
District: Sun-woey (Xinhui) 
Years in Victoria: 13 years 
Locations in Victoria: Ballarat and District 
Occupation: miner 
 
I, JAMES (AH) KEE, a tea-dealer by trade, was born in Ha Loo, of the district of Sun Wooy, 
of Canton Province, aged 28 years, respectfully ask for baptism. I beg to say some things how 
I got in the way of truth and salvation. 
I came to this country in 1860, and was occupied for some time in the gold digging; but at 
that time I knew nothing beyond the system of religion prevalent in China, and as to the 
salvation and redemption of mankind by Jesus, my ears were never blessed with the hearing 
of it.  

On a Sabbath, about four years ago, a gentleman took me to church to hear the 
preaching in English. I thought that the preaching was somewhat like the system of 
Chinese moral philosophy, namely, that it taught people to do what is good, and to 
reject that which is evil; so I continued going to church every Sabbath regularly. 
Although I understood but little English yet, I was of opinion that it would lead me 
towards the good path, and to avoid evil company.  

Sometimes I heard the words of Jesus taking away the sins of men. I felt 
delighted, but did not know how the sins of men originated. Happily, a friend called 
upon me and gave me a Chinese book, which was called New Testament. I opened it 
for to read what it speaks of. I only knew the characters which represented God and 
Jesus, but as to what it speaks about them I was altogether ignorant without some 
one to instruct me. It happened that Mr. Peng Nam Cheong came to reside in 
Melbourne, near my place. He constantly came to call on me, and explained to me 
the mystery of that book, namely, of the Saviour, who came to the world to redeem 
us from sin, and of the great mercy of God, the Creator and Preserver of all things, 
and who especially pointed out to me from the test of Romans v.12, and John iii, 17-
18, ‘Therefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
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death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.’ ‘For God sent not His son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 
He that believeth on Him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.’ 
And always with me offer prayer to God for His Holy Spirit to enlighten my 
darkness heart.  

Thus I felt my sins came with my birth, and the great mercy of God, who sent his 
only-begotten Son, that the world through Him might be saved. Then should I not 
ardently to study the sacred Scripture morning and evening, sorely to repent of my 
sins, and rely on Jesus for the salvation of my soul. Therefore I regularly attended 
Rev. Mr. Hamilton’s Chinese Bible class, in order that I might derive benefit from his 
instruction. So I now wished to beg to be baptised, to put away my evil thoughts, to 
repent of all my former evil works, like the water wash away my pollution. I hope 
God will forgive my sins, and give his Holy Spirit to help me, and I will not go into 
temptation. May be present life be proper for entering into the Christian Church; my 
soul will obtain the happiness in heaven. Amen. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
 
The documents following are some examples, from a very much longer set, of the reports 
prepared by the mission boards and missionaries engaged in the evangelisation of the Chinese 
in Victoria in the 19th century. 

 
A fuller set will be found in due course on the site of the same name on the Chinese 

History at Australian Federation (CHAF) website at: 
http://www.chaf.lib.latrobe.edu.au/ 

 
The documents show the kind of concerns raised in the regular round of meetings in the 

workplaces and homes of the Chinese. There is a marked shift in from the early days of 
hopeful expectation (triumphalism and pious fraud) to the more mature reflections of later 
years when it was accepted that the missionary interests of the churches did not match the 
cultural imperatives of the Chinese in Victoria. 

 
Some important and enduring themes will be found in careful reading. The most 

important is the Chinese fear of Christianity as part of the process of Western domination of 
China and with that, the resentment of the ‘invasion’ of China associated with the opium 
trade. The reports of the Chinese differ significantly from those of the Europeans and the 
reader should be aware of these differences that emerge from a careful reading of the 
documents. 

 
Each document is introduced with the name of the author; the category (usually their 

missionary society); the main geographic focus of the report and, most important of all for 
those wishing to pursue these documents for further research, the source from which they 
were extracted. 

 
In this form, the documents are subject to copyright.  

©  Ian Welch 2003 
 
They may be used without restriction for academic research but may not be reproduced in 

full without the permission of the copyright holder. The courtesy of academic users in 
acknowledging this thesis as the source would be appreciated by the copyright holder. 

. 
The following people are cited: 

   
The ‘‘Rev.’ William Young.  Victoria Chinese Mission, Castlemaine. (Ecumencal). 
 Ballarat Chinese Mission. (Ecumenical). 
 Presbyterian Chinese Mission. 
 
Lo Sam-yuen  Anglican catechist from Diocese of Hong Kong. 
 Victoria Chinese Mission, Castlemaine. (Ecumencal). 
 Ballarat Chinese Mission. (Ecumenical). 
 Anglican Chinese Mission, Yackandandah and northeast 

Victoria. 
 
Rev. Richard Fletcher Minister, St Kilda Congregational Church. 
 Secretary and Treasurer, Victoria Chinese Mission, 

Castlemaine (Ecumenical). 
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Cheong Peng-nam Anglican convert, Beechworth NE Victoria, 1859. 
 Catechist, Presbyterian Chinese Mission, Ballarat, 1860-1872. 
 Chinese Bible Class, Presbyterian Church, Napier St Fitzroy. 

1872-1875. 
 
Rev. William Hill Methodist Minister, Superintendent of Castlemaine  and 

Sandhurst (bendigo) District.  
 
Rev. William Matthew Presbyterian Minister, Pleasant Creek (Stawell), Victoria. 
 Superintendent, Presbyterian Chinese Mission. 
 
Leong A Toe Convert, London Missionary Society, Hong Kong. 
 Student at LMS Anglo-Chinese College, Hong Kong. 
 Catechist, Victoria Chinese Mission, Castlemaine 
 Catechist, Methodist Chinese Mission, Castlemaine 
 
Leong On Tong Convert, Methodist Chinese Mission, Castlemaine 
 Catechist, Methodist Chinese Mission, Castlemaine. 
 Ordained Minister, Methodist Chinese Mission, Victoria. 
 
Rev. George Mackie Presbyterian Minister, St Kilda Pres. Church. 
 Secretary, Presbyterian Chinese Mission. 
 
Phillip Lee Hyung Convert, Presbyterian Chinese Mission, Victoria. 
 Catechist, Presbyterian Chinese Mission, Araluen Valley, New 

South Wales. 
 
James Lee Mouy Ling Convert, Methodist Chinese Mission, Victoria 
 Ordained Minister, Methodist Chinese Mission, Victoria. 
 
Paul Ng Chan Quong Convert, Presbyterian Church, Pleasant Creek (Stawell), 

Victoria. 
 Catechist, Presbyterian Chinese Mission, Ballarat. 
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Author: The ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Victoria Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance:: The Argus, 15 November 1855 
Location: Microfilm in State Libraries especially State Library of Victoria and 

National Library of Australia. 

Report of the proceedings in connection with the Chinese Mission established at 
Castlemaine, commencing 10th and ending 31st July 1855, and presented to the local 
committee, August 16th. 
 

The field is an entirely new one and consequently has first to be surveyed for the 
purpose of enabling us to find out where the densest mass of Chinese might be met 
with, and thus arrange us to the localities where it would be most advisable to hold 
religious services for their benefit both on Sabbath and week days.1  

Commencing with the diggings nearest Castlemaine, the two Chinese teachers and 
myself extended our excursions to more distant localities and introduced ourselves 
among the Chinese as individuals who had come with the specific object of making 
known to them the truths of Divine revelation. We took the opportunity also of our 
first interviews with them of asking them whether if we opened a place of public 
worship for them, they would be willing to attend. The answer to this was, I may say, 
almost universally in the affirmative, and there were some few who remarked that 
they were accustomed, while at Hong Kong, to attend Christian worship, and 
mentioned the name of Jesus to show that they were no strangers to such worship . . .  

At nine o’clock, therefore, on the morning of [15 July] some of our number went to the 
Chinese tents and invited the inmates to come and hear the public reading and explanation of 
Gods Word.2 Between forty and forty-five attended; and in the afternoon, as far as I can 
recollect, about the same number were present. [Ho A Low took the morning service, Chu A 
Luk the afternoon] 

The following two Sabbaths, the 22nd and 29th July, the number of Chinese present at our 
morning services was much smaller than that of the first Sabbath. This as I afterwards 
perceived, arose from the circumstances of the Chinese being in the habit of devoting the 
greater part of the forenoon if not all of it, to washing themselves, shaving their heads, plaiting 
their tails, and attending to various little matters connected with their domestic arrangements . 
. .  In the afternoon they generally do not require so much pressure to turn out in larger 
numbers. 

In addition to the public services on the Sabbath, I must mention that the two 
young teachers,3 with myself, have been in the habit of going out every morning, 
except Saturday which is set apart for Sabbath preparation, to the different creeks 
and flats, for the purpose of distributing tracts, or reading them, and portions of the 

 
1  It was a common practice in many evangelical denominations in the 19th century to refer to 

Sunday as the Sabbath, i.e., God’s day of rest. The Old Testament Sabbath, observed by Jews, 
is Saturday. 

2  This was the standard practice of all the Victorian Missions to the Chinese.  
3  Two young ex-students of the Anglo-Chinese College operated by the London Missionary 

Society in Hong Kong, Ho A Low and Chu A Luk, arrived in Melbourne in June 1855 with a third 
man, Wat A Che. They had references from the Principal of the College, Rev Dr James Legge, 
and reported themselves to the Rev John Legg Poore, the senior Congregational minister in 
Victoria. Ho and Chu were employed by the newly formed interdenominational Victoria Chinese 
Mission. See Welch, Ian (1980), Pariahs and Outcasts, Christian Missions to the Chinese in 
Australia, MA, Monash University 
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Scriptures to the Chinese, and conversing with them on religious topics, either in 
their tents, or at the scene of their daily work . . .  

One of the Chinese teachers [Chu A Luk] has found on these diggings, he tells me, some 
thirty or forty of his nephews (first and second cousins I think he means) and a great number 
of acquaintances.4 From these he has met with a very warm reception, and he will, I am 
persuaded, use the influence he seems to possess over them for the purpose of bringing them 
into contact with the word of God and the ordinances of religion. The greater number of them 
seem to have settled at Forest Creek. . 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4  See Chapters 1 and 2. 
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Author: The ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Victoria Chinese Mission  
Place:  Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Mount Alexander Mail, 14 December 1855. 
Location:  Microfilm in State Libraries especially State Library of 

Victoria and National Library of Australia. 
 
FIFTH REPORT, read at the United Monthly Prayer-meeting, held at the Congregational 
Chapel on the evening of Dec 3, 1855: 

 
During the month of November, the attendance of the Chinese at our stated Sabbath 

services has maintained almost as high an average has that of the previous month. 576 persons 
have been present at the four services in November, giving 144 hearers to each Sabbath day. 
The distribution of New Testaments has been exceedingly limited, not more than two or three 
copies having been given away. The more intelligent and reading portion of those with whom 
we come into contact having been already supplied with them, will account for the small 
number given away during the month. 

The Chinese Chapel on Clinkers Hill, which was in course of erection at the time the last 
report was presented to you, was completed on Friday, the 9th of November, and was to have 
been opened on the following sabbath. Its external appearance and internal accommodation 
seemed to make a reasonable impression on the Chinese. Many of them, on returning to their 
tents, stopped for a good while to survey the chapel, which they all admired, and pronounced 
it with great glee to be wally goot (very good), the highest praise they felt able to bestow upon 
it in the English language. On the evening of the day that the building was completed, the 
wind rose remarkably high, and before midnight it blew a hurricane. The violence and 
duration of the storm made me feel apprehensive that the little chapel would succumb beneath 
its shock. Next morning early I started to the spot to see whether or not my fears were 
realised. On my way thither I saw the ravages committed by the storm on two or three 
buildings of solid structure in and near the square of Castlemaine. I was prepared therefore to 
see a good deal of damage done to the newly erected chapel. When I arrived at the spot, I saw 
nearly the whole a mass of wreck. Almost the whole of the wooden frame (which the Chinese 
carpenter, I am sorry to say, put up rather slightly) was shattered, and the calico a good deal 
rent by the falling of the rafters and ridgepole: the seats, however, remained uninjured. While 
surveying with regret the ruins of what had been completed with much painstaking, I saw the 
Chinese, who also were sufferers from the storm, trying to repair the injuries their tents had 
sustained; and as misery, it is said, loves company all the sympathy I got from them was a 
hoarse and loud laugh, accompanies with some joking expressions. For a few days I was in 
doubt whether it would be advisable to reconstruct the building: I was half inclined to 
abandon it as a hopeless undertaking, until some kind friends encouraged me to have it rebuilt. 
I obtained therefore an estimate of the cost of doing so from Mr Blackwell, and finding it 
would not amount to more than £6, I set about the work of collecting the required sum. Half of 
it has already been raised, and I hope the other half will be soon obtained. The Chapel is now 
reared again, and is far more substantially built than before. We had the pleasure of opening it 
last sabbath, the 25th instant, for divine service. 33 Chinese were present: including ourselves, 
there were altogether 36 persons. The teacher Chu-a-luk offered the introductory prayer, and 
the teacher Ho-a-low read and explained the 5th chapter of the 1st Kings, and made remarks 
appropriate to the occasion. This chapter I got him previously to translate in his own language, 
as we have not a single copy of the Old Testament with us. The service concluded with 
prayer. Chinese both of the Heang-shan [Zhongshan) and Su-iap [See Yup]5 clans met at the 
first service. Perhaps it is not generally known, that between these two clans, though they 

 
5  See Chapters 1 and 2. 
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come from the same province in China, there exists a state of feeling not unlike that which 
subsisted between the Jews and Samaritans of old. I have not been able to ascertain what 
circumstance has given birth to this feeling of deep-rooted animosity; but I never see these 
two clans encamping together, or working together in any large bodies. One of the Chinese, in 
describing their characteristics, said that the one was peaceably disposed and yielding, and 
other pugnacious and haughty. Disputes, too, on the gold fields, which have arisen among 
them, have tended to widen the breach that originally existed, and which will never be healed 
until the influence of the Gospel on their hearts terminates the hostile feeling and destroys the 
wall of partition which now socially separates them. Such being the state of feeling between 
the two clans, it was pleasing to see Chinese belonging to both of them coming to the opening 
of the first Chinese Christian place of worship built on the gold field. 

On the 1st of November, I went with Chu-a-luk to Campbells Creek. We entered a tent, 
where five Chinese were sitting, evidently at leisure. As we were acquainted with them, we 
were welcomed to a seat in the tent. I requested their attention to a chapter which I selected 
for Chu-a-luk to read to them; it was the 23rd chapter of Matthew. The parable of the marriage 
supper made by the kind for his son having been read, and its primary references to the Jews 
illustrated, Chu-a-luk made some very pertinent remarks, by way of application of the subject 
of the parable to the hearts of his listeners. He told the Chinese how God's invitation of mercy 
had come to them, but it was rejected in various ways by frivolous excuses, such as I must go 
and dig for gold; by hollow promises, I will come presently to the chapel, and yet never 
coming; and by indulging in carnal enjoyments, staying at home to smoke opium. They were 
all told plainly of their duty to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. After the remarks 
in connection with the parable were concluded, a general conversation ensured.  

One of the Chinese began to compare the people of different nations, and his remarks on 
their peculiarities showed that he was a keen observer. He eulogised the Americans and 
ranked the English as next to them. Describing the Malays, he said they were vindictive and 
bloodthirsty, and could be persuaded to take away the life of a fellow creature for the sum of 
two or three pence; and the Irish he described as exceedingly irascible. I took occasion from 
the remarks he made to tell how excellent the Gospel of Christ was, inasmuch as wherever it 
was received, it altered men’s corrupt dispositions, did away with anger, railing, and murder, 
and taught men to love and respect each other. 

While I have been often cheered at witnessing the readiness with which the Chinese have 
listened to the reading of Gods Word, I have also, from time to time, been pained at the apathy 
they have manifested. Sometimes not the slightest indication is given that the subject brought 
under their consideration possess the least possible interest to their minds so wholly do 
matters connected with their worldly pursuits absorb their thoughts, and so unattractive are 
topics connected with things spiritual. On other occasions, again, while the Gospel is listened 
to, and the principles it inculcates are enforced, the enmity of the carnal mind which cannot 
receive the things of the spirit, is most strongly developed.  

On the 15th of the month, the teacher Ho-a-low and myself went to Clinkers Hill, where a 
part of the 5th chapter of the Ephesians was read to a party of four Chinese in a Chinese store. 
Great attention was paid to what was read. As that passage was read, let his that stole, steal no 
more, but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth, one man said, We have in China, many that give to the 
needy. When the last verse was read, and Ho-a-low was dwelling on the subject of forgiving 
those who had offended us, on the ground that God forgave us our sins for Christ’s sake, an 
animated scene followed. An elderly Chinese, who was seated next to me all the time chapter 
was read, and, who was looking over my book, exclaimed, as he heard the sentence Forgive 
anothers faults! Forgive indeed! I looked at him, and so did the others, in order to learn what it 
was that called forth the vehement exclamation. On seeing all eyes turned towards him, he 
gave vent to his indignation in most bitter invectives against a countrymen of his, name 
Achhe, who he said, had treated him, on his arrival in this colony, in a most shameful manner. 
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He said he had several relatives then residing under Achhes roof, and none of them would 
Achhe permit to show him common hospitality, though he was a newcomer; he went so far as 
to prohibit them from receiving from him the sum of one pound which he had offered to pay 
them in order to provide him board and lodging. Nor did Achhe stop there, but had taken from 
him his pick and spade, alleging that they were his. Forgive such a man! He said, why if ever 
if met him again, I would beat him to death. I endeavoured to calm him down, and asked him 
to read over the 26th verse, out of the New Testament I still held open in my hand. I read the 
verse out loud, and he followed me. As that verse is rendered in Chinese, it reads thus, Let not 
your anger be excessive. I wanted to impress upon him the sinfulness of cherishing malignant 
feelings so long in his bosom. I said, now do forgive the wrong Achhe has committed against 
you?  No, he said, if I were to meet him again, I would beat him to death.  But, I said, 
remember that great sin that Achhe has committed against you, that you have committed 
against God, and he forgives you for Christ’s sake.  Ah, he said, there are offences one can 
forgive, and there are offences one cannot forgive, and Achhes offence cannot be forgiven. 
Whatever was said to him, instead of allaying, seemed to excite his indignant feelings. At 
length I said, Aged father (a respectful term the Chinese use in addressing those that are 
elderly) you hairs are gray, act not thus, try to forgive. He still maintained that the offender 
could not be forgiven, but at the same time he appeared to be somewhat softened down. He 
had now left his seat from excitement and walked out of the store, but yet was near enough to 
hear everything that was said, and, as we were still talking on the same subject he was 
frequently heard to mutter aloud the word forgive. Once more I said, Will you forgive?  Very 
well, he said, and then left the place. After he was gone, I requested Ho-a-low to expatiate on 
that beautiful feature of the Christian character, a forgiving spirit, and on the blessed 
amplification of it by our Lord when his enemies were nailing him to the cross. He did so, and 
was listened to very attentively. 

On the 20th instant, the two teachers and myself went to the Adelaide Hill, in order to 
visit a sick Chinese. On arriving at the place, and entering the sick mans tent, I was shocked to 
seem his truly pitiable and miserable condition. He seemed like a living skeleton. Nothing 
whatever in the shape of comfort was to be seen in the tent. A loaf of bread, partly broken, 
hard as a brick, and black with mould, was lying on the lid of a box that stood beside his 
miserable bed, which was composed of a few strips of bark, while a jacket or some garment 
rolled up served for his pillow. On this his head rested about two or three inches above the 
bare ground; near his pillow were placed a plate and cup, but both were empty. 

I asked his mate why something of a nourishing kind was not put near him, in case he 
wanted it? He said the man had no appetite whatever for food. I put several questions to the 
sick man, Niw, his mate, and Chu-a-luk, but owing to the poor mans deafness, he could not 
return any satisfactory answer. After a while, three or four English diggers came up to us, and 
gave us some information about the poor mans circumstances. They told us that he was a half-
witted person, shunned by his countrymen; was (when able to go about) in the habit of 
begging in the English tents; and used to make known his wants by signs, and pointing to his 
stomach. Some kind persons had frequently relieved his necessities by giving him bread and 
butter, coffee and tea, and from time to time a sixpence to a shilling, but our informants 
thought the money was always taken away from him by his countrymen. The best step, I 
thought, was to get medical aid for him, and to have a subscription raised among his 
countrymen at Adelaide Hill for the purpose of getting him a few comforts. Chu-a-luk went to 
Dr Montgomery, stated the poor mans case, and requested the doctor to pay him a visit. He 
kindly did so, but the man was then beyond the reach of human skill. He did not long survive 
our visit.  

I have often thought, on witnessing cases of sickness among the Chinese, how great a 
blessing a hospital would be to them. Many of their sick die from want of proper care and 
nourishment, as well as exposure to the damp. 

On the afternoon of the 27th, Chu-a-luk and myself went to Campbells Flat, for the 
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purpose of raising a sum of money to enable us to purchase the Wesleyan chapel there. Mr 
Simson accompanied us to let us know what quantity of calico would be required for covering 
the chapel anew, the original covering having been much damaged by the storm mentioned 
before. Chu-a-luk went round to the Chinese tents with the subscription-list in his hand. After 
he had got some five or six individuals to put down their names, a friend of his took the 
subscription-list from him, and set about the work of collecting, in such a spirited manner, and 
such a business style, that in the course of a little more than two hours the sum of £9/10/- was 
subscribed. An English friend gave us 10/-, which made the total amount collected that 
afternoon exactly £10. We were much gratified by the manner our appeal was responded to by 
the Chinese. Each man, as he put down his name, handed us the amount he subscribed; and 
there is no unpaid subscription in this list, as is the case with the Clinkers Hill subscription-list 
but Chu-a-luk told them in a humorous manner that he would give them no credit. The 
Chinese will thus soon have two chapels of their own on this goldfield, wherein, as the Lord 
permit, Christian worship will be regularly conducted from sabbath to sabbath. May these 
small beginnings prove the harbingers of great and glorious things, and result at length in the 
spiritual enlightenment and conversion of these people. 

I have been desired by the Chinese at Clinkers Hill to convey their thanks to those kind 
friends who have contributed their aid in the erection of the chapel at that place, both by their 
money and the work they have given; a duty which I embrace the present opportunity of 
discharging, with feelings of very great satisfaction. 

 

 
 

417 



 
Alien Son 

 
 

                                                

Author: Staff Reporter 
Category: Victoria Chinese Mission 
Place: United Presbyterian Church, Collins St, Melbourne. 
Provenance:   The Herald, Melbourne, Wednesday, 4 January 1856. 
Location: http://www.newstext.com.au/pages/pph.asp  

 
Last evening a meeting was held at the United Presbyterian Church, Collins Street, 
for the purpose of making arrangements for the support of the mission at the 
goldfields for the Evangelisation of the Chinese. Some time since, the services of the 
Rev. Mr Young, who had for thirty years been a missionary in China, but had been 
compelled on account of ill-health to abandon that sphere of usefulness, were 
engaged to superintend the operations of the two young Chinese missionaries, who 
arrived here with high testimonials from Dr Legge, they having been brought up in 
the Theological College at Hong Kong.6  

 
The operations of these young men, and of the Rev. Mr Young, at Castlemaine, appear to 

have been remarkably successful, large numbers of Chinese being constant in their attendance 
at the meetings for reading and expounding the Scriptures in the Chinese language, and 
having contributed liberally towards the erection of a place of Worship. The residents of 
Castlemaine guaranteed £100 per annum towards the support of the mission and this sum has 
been paid, but unfortunately so little has been obtained from Melbourne, that the mission was 
in danger of being abandoned for want of funds, and fears were expressed by some of the 
speakers last evening, that if the efforts for the conversion of the Chinese to Christianity were 
permitted to languish, the Roman Catholics would step in and avail themselves of the opening. 
The Rev. Dr M’Kay remarked that considering China contained one-third the population of 
the universe, he felt the small efforts which had been made to evangelise so large a portion of 
the human family a reproach to those who whilst they enjoyed each morning and evening the 
produce of the labours of the Chinese in the cup which cheers but not inebriates had given 
them nothing but poison in return, and had done little or nothing for their souls. The Revd. Mr 
Morrison denied that the Chinese were idolaters, or that there was anything in the Chinese 
mind which presented a barrier to the acceptance of Christianity. When gold was discovered 
in California the Chinese rushed to that country, as they had since done to this, and in 
California they had actually sent for Christian teachers. The following resolutions were 
adopted:  

Moved by the Rev. Mr M’Kay, and seconded by the Rev. Mr Chase    
That, as appears from the report already published by this society’s committee, and from 

the statement submitted to this meeting by Mr Poore, much prospect of success is seen to 
attend the efforts of the society towards the evangelisation of the Chinese on the goldfields in 
the colony, this society is called upon and is encouraged to prosecute that important work with 
increased vigour and liberality. 

Moved by the Rev. Mr Morrison, and seconded by the Rev. Mr Fletcher 
That this meeting desires to acknowledge the hand of God in sending suitable agents to 

instruct the Chinamen in their own language in this country, at this particular time, and thence 
to feel the obligation laid upon the Christian community to support them in their work. 

It was intimated at the termination of the meeting that on February 10th, collections of 
behalf of the mission would be made at the places of worship of the following ministers of the 
Gospel: Messrs Morrison, Cairns, Miller, Odell, MKay, Hetherington, Fletcher, Chase, 
Ramsay, Thomas. 
 
Author: Staff Reporter 

 
6  Refers to the London Missionary Society’s Anglo-Chinese College, see Appendix 8. 
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CHINESE MISSION  The celebration of the anniversary of the Chinese Mission in this 
district was held last evening [10 June] in the Church of England Schoolroom, the Bishop of 
Melbourne, Dr Cairns, and the Revs Low, Poore, Cheyne, Day, Calvert, Wells and Young 
attending. The room was very will filled and Mr Andrews took the chair. Mr Cheyne, at the 
opening, gave out a hymn, and the Bishop offered up a prayer, after which Mr Andres opened 
the business of the meeting by calling upon Mr Young to read an abstract of the results of the 
mission during the past year. The latter gentleman then came forward, and proceeded to state 
that during the past year 15,000 hearers had attended his labours. One chapel had been 
erected, and the materials for the completion of another were in hand. Tracts had been 
distributed on the various goldfields and every opportunity had been taken advantage of to 
converse with the Chinese on religious subjects. He estimated the total number of Chinese on 
the goldfields at 30,000, and said they were principally from Canton and some other 
unpronounceable district. He concluded by expressing his conviction that in time these people 
would be converted, as he stated in every instance the greatest facilities had been afforded to 
the cause, but regretted the number of intelligent Chinese only amounted to one in ten, thereby 
rendering oral instruction necessary for nine-tenths. 

Mr Wells then read the report, showing that on the years operations a debt of £35/13/- 
existed, at the same time expressing his confidence that the amounts collected this evening 
would easily discharge it. 

The Bishop of Melbourne then moved the first resolution:  
This meeting, convinced of the perfect fitness of the Gospel to meet the deep 
and urgent moral wants of humanity, and its power to cure the spiritual 
disorders of our race, rejoices in the efforts which are put forth by the Christian 
Church to extend its beneficent reign, and offers fervent prayer for its universal 
diffusion and triumph. 

He would not weary the meeting with dilating on this text; he wished merely to point out 
that there existed amongst Christians no distinction or difference of age, class, colour, or sex, 
instancing several scriptural examples, proceeding to show that the spirit of Christ equally 
enlightened the Jew and the Gentile. He said the evangelisation of India, though eventually 
successful, was ridiculed at first, as also of the savages of Africa. The Greenlanders, the stupid 
Greenlanders, were also brought under the influence of Christianity; and with respect to 
China, remarkable for its peculiar civilisation, and its restrictive character that too would be 
Christianised, as an indication of which two native converted Chinese were now present at 
this meeting. He trusted that the Chinese had been brought here in order that they might have 
the Gospel preached to them, that we might be able to proclaim to them salvation through 
Christ, and that it was not presumption to expect such a result. He then detailed his exertions 
in endeavouring to procure suitable missionaries from the Bishop of Victoria (Hong Kong), as 
also the means adopted to keep them from being exposed to temptations on arrival. He 
described his failure in obtaining all he wished, and pleasure on returning from England at 
finding people here adapted for the object in view. He the proceeded to state the pleasure he 
felt in meeting the clergy of other denominations in fulfilling this object of Christian love, and 
fervently hoped that Mr Young and those associated with him would be successful in their 
efforts to bring converts over to Protestant Christianity, no matter what branch or 
denomination of it. He trusted that sufficient funds would be raised to found an independent 
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Victorian mission, entirely distinct from any one branch of the Protestant Church, but 
common to all, and he hoped that all Christian denominations would unite in this praiseworthy 
object, thereby extending the church of Christ, in spirit and in power; and in conclusion 
trusted that this mission would be extended to every gold-field, and that all would unite in 
showing a true missionary spirit. 

The Rev. Mr Poore, in seconding the resolution, expressed his thankfulness at the 
statements he had heard made, and said that he felt great anxiety for, and interest in, the 
Chinese. Mr Young was about to relinquish his labours in China, when he (Mr Poore) took 
upon himself to engage him for the mission here, without even the sanction of his directors, 
who, however, cordially approved of what he had done, and granted Mr Young £200 per 
annum. He stated that another missionary [Lo Sam-yuen} had recently arrived, sent by Dr 
Smith, the Bishop of Victoria, and he should be glad to see five or six more. He anticipated 
next year to be able to speak of the Ballaarat, the Bendigo and the Beechworth missions; he 
also hoped soon to get Dr Miles son, who was now in England, who was eminently calculated 
to fulfill the duties required. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 
The Rev. Mr Beecher then moved the next resolution 

The Providence of God having placed us in intimate relation to the Chinese in this 
colony, this meeting recognizes their claim upon the Christian community of this land 
for evangelical instruction, and therefore sympathise most cordially in the efforts which 
are being made to teach the knowledge of the true God, and his son the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

He was rejoiced to find the present missionary spirit in Victoria, and showed how, during 
the present century, it had sprung up, enumerating the various societies in existence, adding, 
that among those most lately converted it was found most strongly. 

Dr Cairns and Mr Poore also addressed the meeting previous to the collection, after which 
a vote of thanks to the Chairman was moved by the Rev. Mr Low and seconded by the Rev. 
Mr Calvert. Mr Andrews returned thanks, and the meeting separated. The collections 
amounted to £16/10/- and the subscriptions to £29/18/-; total £46/8/-. 
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Geelong and Western District Chinese Evangelisation Society. 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: Lo Sam-yuen’s Journal, Ballarat, 1857.  
Location: Copy held by Ian Welch transcribed from mss notes held by Uniting 

Church in Victoria in the Queens College Library, University of 
Melbourne. 

 
March 8th 1857 Today I visited some of the Chinese claims. I went into three tents in 
succession and had an interview with 26 individuals. They were all at the time unoccupied. In 
two of the tents the men were pleased when I spoke to them about the doctrine of the Gospel. 
In the third one, I met a man who said the doctrines of foreigners were better than those of 
China. On Sabbath days everyone went to hear the Word  
of God. Government Officers were just in their deciding of cases and were not in the habit of 
receiving bribes which was not the case with the officials in China. In these two particulars, he 
said, Europeans excelled. Others of them were silent. I answered; Europeans had good 
customs because they had the doctrines of Jesus. If our country was to follow these doctrines 
we should have the same good customs.  

The reason I came amongst them, I said, was to teach them the doctrines of Jesus, to 
persuade them with their heart to serve one Lord. And they must not allege that each country 
has its doctrines to which it must adhere. For Jesus is Lord of heaven and earth, and he has 
constituted the whole human race but one family with no distinction between this race and 
that. As you praise Europeans you ought to follow them even as I do, and you be able 
hereafter to teach others also, and increase the number of believers in Jesus. Just as you plant 
rice. You first sow a single grain, that one grain afterwards multiplies, until every part of the 
field becomes covered with corn. He then sighed and said, Ah, if all believed these doctrines it 
would be a good thing.  

From this tent I went to another. The inmates, however, were not at all disposed to listen 
and made excuses saying, some of us are going out, some are sleeping and some are preparing 
their meals. I told them I should be but a short time occupying their attention, it was not a 
whole day I required of them. Why then not be willing to listen. I conversed with eight of the 
men about the importance of the doctrines of Jesus. They made no remarks. I then read to 
them a portion of the 22nd Chapter of Matthew, and told them to follow the example of the 
men spoken of in the verses read. No comment was elicited from them, but they evidently 
disliked what was said neither answering or arguing. 

March 9th. This day I went to Red Hill, met some men near some shops. In the course of 
conversation one man said, what you tell us of Jesus is very good but if we do not worship the 
tombs of our deceased parents we will not be compatible with the dictates of right reason. We 
derive our life from them and while they live we cannot adequately repay them. It is only 
when they are dead we may offer them worship . . . choice between heaven and hell. Either in 
the one or the other men will be rewarded or punished so then it was wrong to worship the 
dead. He not believe what I said and left me. I then conversed with other persons for some 
time but none of them appeared disposed to argue. So I returned home. 

March 10th Today I went to the shop of a person named Cheong. There were four persons 
there. When they saw me knowing that I was in the work of teaching the people the doctrines 
of Jesus, they enquired, are you come to talk about Jesus? I answered, I eat his rice, and his 
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work I ought to do.7 I then asked them do you believe in Jesus! They answered the gods in this 
locality are truly possessed of divinity. There is nothing we enquire of them that does not tally 
with subsequent facts. Then, I said, you may regard me too as possessed with the same 
attribute, for I can tell you whether you will go a good or bad business. Do not say that your 
gods alone are infallible oracles. This is altogether a deception. The first worshippers of our 
gods appear to depend altogether on our wishes. They predict good and evil just as it suits the 
enquirer. The men were not at all pleased but did not say a word in reply. I again asked them, 
are the gods the gods of all men, or of worshippers alone. They replied, of all men. I said, then 
you must not be angry if your gods cannot be angry. I said before that your gods had no 
knowledge. I do not say that you have no knowledge. Do not be offended. 

I went further on to another place where I met eight newcomers, who told me they had no 
means of subsistence since they came to this place, had neither sustenance nor friends and had 
met no one to give them employment. In their distress they did not know whom to look to for 
assistance.  

I then spoke to them about the Gospel of Jesus which had power to console men, and told 
them not to be cast down, that from today’s circumstances they could not judge what 
tomorrows will be. I recommended them to go to the shopkeeper and borrow something for 
their present relief, and to repay him afterwards when they are able. I exerted myself on their 
behalf, and got the shopkeeper to assist them to some tent. I then spoke to them of the love of 
Jesus to the world, and told them that we each, according to our ability, to engage in doing 
good. Having spoke to them . . . I bent my steps homeward. 

March 11th Today at 11 oclock a.m. I sent to a store and had an interview with eight 
persons. One of them had heard me previously at Golden Point. He asked, how is it that 
amongst Christians there is no regard paid to divination. I answered that the system of 
divination is altogether of human invention, that amongst the ancients, there were no books on 
that subject. Works on that subject were the production of modern times, and intended only to 
extract money from the people who were great sufferers from divination.  

Pray explain yourself, he said. I told him that before the system of divination came into 
vogue, a man who was about to start an enterprise, or build a house, did just as he liked in the 
matter; no one meddled with him, and he had no unpleasant consequences to bear. But since 
diviners have sprung up, obstacles appeared in every direction, creating ill-will in one party 
towards another. If a man wishes to erect a house in a certain spot, the diviners make it appear 
that though it may be advantageous to himself, it will occasion bad luck to his opposite 
neighbour. When the neighbour comes to know that his good luck is in danger of being 
interfered with by the extending building, a feeling of enmity springs up in his heart towards 
the prospect, and the consequence of a serious and unpleasant nature are sure to follow. Is it 
not clear then that divination is highly detrimental to the interests of the people.  

Another man in the company remarked that of doctrines of China were pretty good, and 
inculcated upon men the practice of goodness. I replied, do not say they are pretty good, they 
are altogether good.  Jesus says, he who does not believe them will be condemned and he is 
Lord of heaven and earth. Think of these words, as they are of solemn import.  

Another man then asked, what proof can you afford us those who don’t believe will 
become demented. I told them that there is a book from which the proof could be adduced. 
Look into that book, and you will have the required testimony. 

March 16th.  Today I went to the Gravel Pit and had a talk with five persons in a 
store. They were all illiterate men, and seeing me take out a book and read it they appeared 
alarmed and said, we are all uneducated men, were to read the book to us it would be of no 
use.  

 
7  It was common belief in China that people only became Christians for some personal gain. Most 

early converts were employees of missionaries. Their subsequent baptisms were assumed to 
reflect their hope of keeping their job, rather than sincere conversion. This refers to a common 
term of abuse of such self-interested conversions, that the ‘converts’ were ‘rice christians’. 
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I replied, every verse I read I shall explain, that you may be able to understand. They 
answered, we are labourers and do not care about these matters, you had better go to some 
other place. I said I only want you to become acquainted with the doctrines of Jesus that you 
may escape the miseries of hell. The men felt more annoyed at this.  

I then left them and went to Golden Point. I went into a shop and found four men inside. 
They began conversation by asking me how it was that amongst Europeans, males and 
females may be together in society, and this showed a want of modesty and why I came to tell 
them to believe in Jesus and adopt their customs, this surely is impracticable.  

I replied, you all ask me why is there such a want of modesty, as it appears to you to exist 
among Europeans in consequence of the free mingling of males and females on all occasions. 
It is because it is not proper to introduce into society a thorough separation of the sexes. And 
when both mingle in European Society it is not a lawless mingling. And in regard to the 
doctrines of Jesus, both men and women who believe them become united as brothers and 
sisters. They pay the greatest regard to the propriety of believers, nor do they permit any 
impure world to escape their lips so that although they mingle freely in society, there is 
nothing of lawlessness and the principles they hold prevent such a result. When they heard 
these remarks they merely smiled but made no reply. 

April 1 Today went to Red Hill. Had an interview with the headman who, seeing me 
from his tent door, asked me to walk in and have a chat. There were nine persons inside, all 
disengaged. 

One of the number remarked that at the present time hostilities were going on between 
Englishmen and Chinese. Another person observed that the English people were in the right. 
A third party remarked that they were in the wrong. And all asked me whether I knew the 
result of the present war would be. I replied that it was not within my province to tell them 
that, they would know it by the victory or defeat of the parties engaged in contest. No reply 
was made. 

I told them my business was to seek opportunity to communicate to them the knowledge 
of Christ’s doctrines, and for this work I would always be ready. Those of them who felt 
inclined to hear me requested me to talk to them about Scriptural subjects. 

I then spoke to them about the exceeding sinfulness of the human race. Do you know it? 
No reply was given. I told them why it was that Jesus came down from heaven. Do you know 
this truth? They all answered, we do not know. I then spoke for a long while about the 
Saviour’s Mission. After they had listened, some appeared pleased, some displeased. The 
latter said, these things do not concern us Chinese. If they do not concern you, I said, why 
should I be coming to tell you about them?  

One man asked, is it because the English people wish to believe in Jesus that they have 
engaged you to come and exhort us? I answered, if they did not wish you to believe in Jesus  
of what use is my coming amongst you? I moreover said that all nations have but one Lord. 
Do not say that China and other countries have different Lords. By saying such things you 
offend against God. 

May 7 Today I went to Red Hill. Had a conversation with some men I met in a shop 
who appeared disposed to listen to what I told them about the Gospel. After a while I went to 
another shop where I met six men who were exceedingly low-spirited. I enquired why it was 
they were so downcast. Their answer was that they had come to this goldfield without any 
means, they had no relations of whom they might borrow some money to provide themselves 
with necessaries. Situated thus they could not see how they could live from one day to another 
was not this sufficient to make them sad? I then explained to them what is contained in the 
Gospel of Matthew regarding God providing the birds of the air with food, and told them not 
to fear, that God was able to provide for them too. I told them to believe in Him and he would 
take care of them.  

I afterwards went to another tent where there were three persons to whom I had on a 
former occasion spoken about the doctrines of Jesus and they then appeared glad to receive 
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me. On this occasion I again had some talk with them and then went home. 
May 12. Today after breakfast I went to the Eureka and had an opportunity of 

conversation with several newcomers about men and sin. . . They were not pleased. I still 
however keep talking on to them when two of them who wee acquainted with the doctrines of 
the Gospel to some extent remarked that while they were in Hong Kong they used to go to a 
Chapel to hear the doctrines that were preached there but they could not understand them 
thoroughly. For example, it was said that Jesus was God; again that he was the Son of God. 
Can Father and Son be of the same essence. I told them the doctrine was a mysterious one and 
by means of mere human thought it could not be comprehended. But inasmuch as they had 
expressed a desire to know something of the subject, I would, according to my ability, explain 
it to them. I spoke to them for some time on this topic and having satisfied them, I returned 
home. 

May 20 Today I went to the Eureka, was engaged talking to four individuals when 
five others joined us. As usual I spoke to them about the doctrines of Jesus. One of my hearers 
said, You are always talking about Jesus and never talk about other ancient doctrines, what is 
the reason? We Chinese wish to hear about the ancients of China and do not wish you to talk 
about any of the doctrines of Jesus. 

In reply I said it is important to obey the command of God to preach the Gospel. The 
stories you wish to hear about the ancient are mere legend and have no beneficial tendency 
whereas the doctrines of Jesus both benefit and extend the mind. I then spoke to them a good 
while longer. None of them again uttered a word. I cannot tell whether they were pleased or 
not. 

May 25 Sunday Went to the Eureka and addressed the people on two occasions. More 
than 40 persons were present. In the afternoon three Europeans accompanied me. I spoke to 
the people, a hymn was sung, and a prayer offered according to the usual custom. There were 
above 50 hearers. It was not long before the wind and rain dispersed the congregation. We 
also made our way home. Before starting, Mr Oddie seeing two Chinese without shoes 
proposed to the company present that a subscription should be raised to supply these people 
with shoes.8 Nine shillings was collected and given to them. The sum was received thankfully. 
All present highly applauded what was done and returned home. 

June 9 Today I went to Golden Point. I have an acquaintance there named . . . I have 
generally observed him pleased when hearing about the Gospel. I have consequently been 
induced frequently to pay him a visit. His is however, on account of his profession as a doctor, 
often absent from his shop visiting the sick. On this day I met him. He told me that he was 
intending to return to China for his parents were old and he dared not linger in this country. I 
told them that his motive for returning was a very good one, that filial piety was considered a 
preeminent virtue among the Ancients. I told him that the Gospel of Jesus also inculcated 
obedience to parents. It was enjoined in the Ten Commandments. He was delighted to hear 
this. I spent some time talking to him about the doctrines of Christianity. I said I do not know 
whether I shall see you again. If I don't let me exhort you to  bear in mind what I have told 
you about the doctrines of Jesus  do not forget them. For if you hold these doctrines you 
expect to obtain the happiness of heaven. Do not fail to believe in God. Continually pray to 
him. Seek of Jesus the pardon of your sins and attend to the duties of your station. These are 
my parting instructions. After a conversation of two hours, I took leave of him and went 
home. 

June 18. Went this day to Golden Point. Embraced the opportunity that presented itself 
to communicate the Gospel to six individuals who appeared to be a leisure in the club-house. I 
went in amongst them. Knowing that I was a teacher of the doctrines of Jesus, they some not 
very polite remarks, saying, you are not like us, you follow foreigners and teach people not to 

 
8  James Oddie. Methodist philanthropist and leading figure in Ballarat society. See Withers, 

William Bramwell, (c1877), The History of Ballarat, Carlton, Queensberry Hill Press (Reprint). 
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worship idols or deceased ancestors. The doctrine of filial piety you utterly disregard. When 
alive, our parents take care of us, when they are dead, who is to take care of them if we do 
not? 

I replied, they are then under the care of God alone, men cannot take care of them. I asked 
them, do you think the parents and children can be of mutual assistance to each other both in 
this present and the future world? No! If a man were to offer worship to his parents after their 
decease, his parents could not know of it. If he were to call aloud to them, they could not 
perceive it. Our parents too, after death, receive their recompense. If they have been God 
receives them into heaven. If they have been wicked, they are condemned to hell. And what 
son is able to deliver them from thence, and parents can from thence send assistance to their 
sons. Do not believe any of these absurdities  they are the invention of priests who make a 
living by practising these frauds upon the people. 

I invited them to believe in Jesus, Serve God and you obtain the happiness of heaven. Do 
not worship idols or become the servant of the devil and slaves of Satan, thus exposing 
yourselves to the displeasure of God and shutting yourselves out from everlasting life. 

They one and all said, we will not believe in the foreigners Jesus. In China, from 
antiquity, the traditions that have been handed down to us regarding the gods have been one 
and the same. The system of religion of foreigners is dissimilar. How can ever get people to 
believe it? 

I told them not to harden their hearts. I for a great many years could not believe in Jesus 
nor did I know his excellence. But I now know that all that is on earth is under his government 
and care, and he is Lord of all. They appeared determined not to believe so I left them and 
went home. 
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Second Report of the Chinese Mission in Castlemaine read at the United Monthly Prayer 
Meeting held in the Primitive Methodist Chapel on the evening of June 8, 1857. 
 
It is with no small degree of pleasure that I submit this report of the proceedings of the agents 
of the Chinese mission, to its friends and supporters. Although on account of my now having 
to superintend the mission on Ballarat, it is necessary for me to leave from time to time the 
native agents by themselves, that circumstance, I am happy to say, has not operated to the 
detriment of the mission. Indeed, judging from what has been effected by the spontaneous 
efforts of the agents, I should infer that it was rather beneficial than otherwise, occasionally to 
leave them by themselves, as it makes them more self-reliant, and allows them more scope for 
the development of the abilities they possess. During my recent absence, not only have the 
ordinary duties in connection with the mission been attended to, but the native agents have 
made two important extra efforts which will have a happy tendency, not only to increase the 
efficiency of the mission, but to impart to its operations a character of fixity, which all along 
has been greatly desired. The extra efforts to which I allude are: first, the establishment of two 
regular weekly evening services in the chapel at Clinkers Hill; second, the raising of a fund 
from among the Chinese, by subscription, for the erection of a new chapel at Forest Creek. 
Already the Chinese towards this object, and £26 more has been promised has paid the sum of 
£33. It is intended to raise altogether some about £150, so as to enable us to erect a 
commodious and respectable looking place of worship. Besides the sum above mentioned, the 
native teachers have collected £6/17s for the repair of Clinkers Hill Chapel. The sides of the 
chapel which were of calico before are now boarded; it is also supplied with a pulpit covered 
with green baize, and the necessary apparatus has been furnished for lighting the Chapel on 
those evenings that divine service is performed there. The Chinese have paid for the candles 
that have been required for lighting; no debt rests on the Chapel on account of any item 
whatever. I was cheered on my return to Castlemaine to see these evening services 
commenced, and the repairs and improvements the chapel needed all affected. Not a word 
regarding these movements was uttered by the teachers, when I came back they left their 
works to speak for them. It is needless to add that what I saw greatly rejoiced me. The attempt 
to raise the sum we want for the new chapel, will, I hope, be attended with success. The 
encampments about Forest Creek partake of a sufficiently permanent character to authorise 
the construction of a substantial building as a place of worship for the Chinese. When we get 
such a building we shall be able to conduct our religious services in a regular and systematic 
manner. Under present circumstances (except at Clinkers Hill) it is impossible to do so at any 
of the encampments. While the teachers have been indefatigable in their efforts to procure 
subscriptions for the objects above mentioned, they have not neglected the more important 
duties of teaching the people the word of God, visiting the sick in the hospital, and giving 
away tracts and copies of the New Testament when suitable opportunities for doing so have 
been presented.  

The difficulties they have to contend against are manifold; many of them peculiar, and 
cannot be experienced or appreciated fully by those who preach the Gospel to a professedly 
Christian community. The vices peculiar to the Chinese, their strong attachment to the 
idolatrous system of their forefathers, their Confucian pride, the profound ignorance of nine-
tenths of the people of their own character, added to the natural hostility of the human heart to 
the things of the Spirit, are obstacles which those would do well seriously to weigh, who think 
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it is now high time to look for numerous conversions from among the Chinese. 
Notwithstanding these difficulties, we have two individuals who are seriously enquiring after 
the truth, and to whom religious instruction is regularly imparted by the native agents. I have 
reason to believe, from personal interviews with these enquirers, that they are sincere in their 
search after truth, and I entertain the hope that they will eventually, be able, by Gods help, to 
shake off the shackles of their system of error, and take upon them the yoke of Jesus Christ. 

The journals of the native teachers contain accounts of a great many interesting 
discussions with their countrymen, in which the peculiar doctrines of Christianity have been 
explained and enforced, and, at the same time, the errors of heathenism have been exposed. 
The limits of this report will not admit of more than three or four extracts being made. 

On the 18th of March, the teacher Leong-a-toe makes this entry in his journal I went to 
Cheng-suy-eng, and spoke to the people about the origin of the Creation. There were about ten 
persons listening. Some of them were disposed to pay attention; others cavilled, saying, We 
admit that it is proper to worship God, but we contend at the same time that idols are not to be 
despised. The idols may be compared to the Emperors mandarins. It is impossible for us in 
person to honor the Emperor; we must do so through the mandarins. This is in accordance 
with the laws of propriety. So God and the idols are equally to be honored. Now, if you, sir 
come and tell us that the Bible forbids us to worship idols, the Chinese will be displeased, and 
feel disgusted with your teaching. I answered the statements that you have advanced do not 
accord at all with what Gods word teaches. Allow me to ask you, when God created the 
heavens and the earth, did the idols assist him in that work? I should think not. for God is 
omnipotent: with a word he commanded heaven and earth into existence; and he made men 
with equal ease. The spirits of heaven are also the creatures of his power. Thus may easily see 
that no earthly emperor can be compared with God. The Emperor is but a mortal; and being 
invested with limited power, requires the assistance of his ministers; but God is a Being of 
uncontrollable power and infinite wisdom, and cannot need assistance from any, whether idols 
or men. Besides, the idols are made by mens hands, are without life or sense, and they have no 
power whatever. To assert, as you do, that we ought to reverence idols just as we would 
reverence God, is greatly to detract from the glory of Him who is the maker and preserver of 
all things. Pray to not talk any more in this foolish style, and thus dishonour God. Seriously 
reflect on this subject. 

The teacher Chu-a-luk in his journal mentions, that on the 16th May he went to Campbells 
Creek, chiefly with the view of collecting subscriptions for the erection of a new chapel. He 
says when he came to the Chinese encampment, he saw only one man in a tent, and informed 
him of the object for which he had come, and asked him whether he felt disposed to give 
anything towards it. The man said he could not give a definite answer until he had consulted 
the Chinese of his clan. Chu-a-luk then went to another tent, where he fell in with ten Heong-
shan [Zhongshan] Chinese. He told them he had come with a good object in view, and that 
was, to erect a chapel for the use of the Chinese. One of them replied that he was a Heong-
shan Chinese, and had resided in Hong Kong about ten years, but he never saw a single 
instance of a Heong-shan Chinese becoming a Christian: that the people of that clan disliked 
Jesus because he was of a foreign race. If Chu-a-luk wished to build an idol temple, he would 
willingly give something towards it, but if he wished to erect a chapel for the purpose of 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in, he would not subscribe a single penny. The Heong-
shan (or Macao) people, he said, felt no inclination to build such a chapel; and moreover, the 
very name of Jesus they could not bear to hear. Chu-a-luk told him that the money that was 
applied for was not to put into his own pocket, but it was to go to the erection of a chapel for 
the Chinese. It may not go into your pocket, he said, But still, for all that, none of us will 
subscribe towards it. Chu-a-luk after this attempted to communicate to him some particulars 
concerning the character and history of Jesus Christ, but the man showed no disposition 
whatever to listen to what was said, so he took leave of him, and went to another encampment. 

Leong-a-toe on the 8th of April writes I went to Diamond Gully, and spoke to the Chinese 
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about the great power of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, to whom was entrusted all power in heaven 
and on earth, but my hearers had dark hearts, and did not appear disposed to receive 
instruction; I therefore went to another tent, where I found several persons. On looking around 
I observed an image of Buddha. I asked the people whether the idol they worshipped could 
take care of them, and whether they knew its history. They answered, No, we do not know its 
history, but we have set the idol up in order to sacrifice to it, and we expect it to protect us, 
and to give us peace and riches. I then undertook to give them an outline of the history of the 
god. I told them that the worship of Buddha commenced in China, in the time of the Han 
dynasty (about the begging of the Christian era) when the Emperor Ming was on the throne. 
One night the Emperor dreamt, that he saw a golden personage, ten and a half feet high, 
coming down from above and standing in his presence. The individual said, I am a person 
from the regions of the west. When morning dawned, the Emperor called all of his ministers, 
and demanded of them an explanation of the dream. His ministers replied, we have heard that 
a sage has made his appearance in the western regions; if your majesty could become 
acquainted with him, you might obtain the doctrine of immortality. The ministers all 
congratulated the Emperor because of the dream. This pleased his Majesty exceedingly,  so 
much so, that he felt inclined to go in quest of this personage. But his ministers dissuaded him 
from undertaking the enterprise, saying, the empire must not be without its ruler even for a 
single day, and this search after the sage is an affair that has no immediate connection with the 
business of the state. They urged the Emperor to send some of the ministers instead, and to 
instruct them then they fell in with the god, and had learned the prayers proper to offer to it, to 
return to his Majesty. The Emperor Ming acted upon their suggestion, and sent two of his 
ministers to the western regions. When they arrived in India, they heard of an idol called the 
holy Buddha an idol unknown in China; and they immediately took a sketch of it, and 
translated the prayers that were offered to it, which formed a volume of 42 sections. One of 
these sections describes what a priest ought to do and believe. He must believe the doctrine of 
the heaven and hell of the western regions, the doctrine of the metempsychosis of life and 
death; he must not deprive anything of existence, but must suffer all living things to enjoy life; 
he must fast, must put away licentiousness, and cleanse himself from pollutions; he must 
believe that Buddha is so excellent a personage, that were even his father and mother called 
upon to worship him it would be lawful for them to do so, and so forth. When the Emperor 
Ming heard that his two ministers had returned, he went in person to meet them, and to 
receive from their hands the image of Buddha and the sacred book. With these he made a 
solemn entry into the capital. By his public honoring of the idol he declared his conviction of 
its great preciousness. He commanded all the rulers and people in his realm to pay the same 
homage to Buddha that he did. They were, however, slow to believe in Buddha, though they 
saw the Emperor profess his faith in him. The Emperor having acknowledged the sacred book 
of Buddha as his standard of faith, and as in that book the taking away of life was forbidden, 
proceeded to release all the criminals condemned to death that were immured in the various 
prisons. He granted them full pardons, gave them food to eat, and placed them in monasteries 
where they might honor Buddha by the burning of incense and the lighting of candles. 
However, after a while, some of these released prisoners preferred running away to their 
homes to remaining in the monasteries to serve Buddha, for they felt unable to comply with 
the requirements of a monastic life. The Emperor had them arrested and brought back to the 
monasteries, and ordered their heads to be shaved perfectly clean, so as to make them easily 
distinguishable from other people. After this circumstance, whenever a vagabond who had no 
means of subsistence, and was indisposed to turn his hand to the plough or the loom, wished 
to earn his bread in an easy manner, he took advantage of the Emperors great regard for 
Buddhism, shaved off all the hair of his head, went and mixed himself up with the rest of the 
shaven heads in the monasteries, and thus obtained his livelihood. These observances have 
been perpetuated through such a long course of time, that the worship of Buddha has come to 
be one of the established religions of China. Our people have not taken pains to investigate 
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into its origin, but take for granted that everything that is said about Buddhism is true and look 
to Buddha for help. Is this not very deplorable? After giving them this account of the 
introduction of Buddhism into China, I again distinctly told them that God was the ruler of 
heaven and earth, and that men must pray to him alone for the obtaining of happiness and the 
escaping of misery; that we must with reverential feelings worship God, acknowledge Jesus, 
and seek to obtain the inward teaching of the Holy Spirit, lead godly lives in this present 
world, and by so doing we shall eventually obtain true happiness. 

Fully one-half of the Chinese population on these goldfields are worshippers of Buddha. 
How painful the thought that to this miserable deity so many thousands of our fellow 
immortals are daily looking for present protection and future blessedness. And the other half 
confide in Kwan-ty and Confucius, equally miserable and impotent to save. How easily has 
Satan persuaded them to believe a lie. How willingly they permit themselves to be duped by 
the grossest absurdities. They often admit that theirs is a system of error, and yet they cling to 
it, cling to it because so congenial to their depraved hearts. The Gospel of Salvation, which we 
urge them to receive, aims a blow at their darling lusts, and at the hoary fabric of their error 
and superstition; calls upon them to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to do 
works meet for repentance. This demand their unrenewed hearts are unwilling to accede to; 
and as it involves a surrender of all their depraved nature holds dear, we need not wonder at 
the enmity that is sometimes, in a most undisguised manner, evinced towards the preaching of 
the Cross. He only who has the Spirit to bestow can so soften, so enlighten the heathen mind, 
as to make it willing to submit to the claims of the Saviour of world. May he pour down the 
influences of his blessed Spirit, and convert the wilderness into a fruitful field. 
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Third Report of the Chinese Mission in Castlemaine read at the Congregational Chapel on 
Monday evening, October 5 1857. 
 
Since the last report was presented to the friends and supporters of the Chinese Mission, the 
agents have been engaged, as usual, in diffusing scriptural knowledge among their 
countrymen by daily visiting them for the purpose of religious conversation and reading the 
word of God. The stated services of the sabbath have been kept up, as well as the weekly 
services, of which there are two. These latter services have been attended by a large number of 
hearers, averaging from 30 to 50, filling the little chapel on Clinkers Hill.  

The chapel, which it was intended should be erected at Forest Creek, has not been 
commenced with yet, on account of the difficulty experienced in obtaining a suitable site; as 
soon as that difficulty is got over the work will be begun. As the amount of money that has 
been collected for the object, both among the Chinese in Castlemaine and Christian friends in 
Melbourne, is not very large, the building will be smaller in size, and of a less costly 
description than was at first contemplated.  

Mention was made in the last report of two Chinese, who had expressed a desire to 
receive Christian baptism; one of these; finding it difficult to earn a livelihood for himself and 
family, has returned to Adelaide, whence he originally came. The other man, a silversmith, 
resides on Clinkers Hill, and continues to receive religious instruction. He is regular in his 
attendance on the means of grace, and as far as we can judge is consistent in his outward 
deportment.  

The hospital has also been visited, and the sick Chinese there have had religious 
instruction imparted to them from time to time, and it is hoped not without some good effect. 
The agents have extended the range of their visits to more distant encampments; in addition to 
the encampments in the vicinity of this township, they visit also those at the Junction and 
Fryers Creek. They have distributed tracts and copies of the New Testament on suitable 
occasions; they never adopt the plan of indiscriminate distribution, as they fear the effect 
would be to lessen the value of religious publications in the estimation of their countrymen, 
many of who, unable to read them would tear them up, and make use of the paper for 
wrapping up parcels. I have, since my return, gone round with the native teachers, and 
inspected their operations, and am glad to say that I have not had occasion to find fault with 
the manner in which they have conducted them. I have only found it necessary here and there 
to suggest to them a few hints for the more effective discharge of their duties. I believe they 
act under the conviction that they serve the Lord and not man, while they endeavour to make 
the gospel known to their countrymen.  

From their journals, extracts from which I shall shortly give, a specimen will be afforded 
to the friends of the mission, of the able and faithful manner in which they bring the truths of 
scripture home to the hearts of their hearers; expose the folly and sinfulness of their idolatrous 
practices, and endeavour to teach them to improve the lessons which the dispensations of 
divine Providence are now addressing to them and to the nation generally. One excellent 
feature in their teaching will be noticed, viz., the prominence given to the doctrine of salvation 
by the sacrifice of Christ. Ridicule and sarcasm they have met with in the prosecution of their 
work, but have not on that account shrunk from their duty. They still make known the truth to 
their countrymen, whether they will hear or whether they will forbear. 

The teacher, Leong-a-toe, under date May 31st, writes in his journal. Today I went to the 
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Chapel in the forenoon, and in the afternoon to Diamond Gully. After my hearers had listened 
to my statements they expressed their admiration of the doctrines of Scripture. They had never 
heard them before. Some of them remarked that though the doctrines of Christians were good, 
it would nevertheless, be a difficult thing to get men to follow them, for the generality of them 
were inclined to tread in the path of adulterers, drunkards, gamblers and opium-smokers in 
which they found their pleasure. Where was the man that would renounce his former evil 
practices, and believe and follow Jesus? I answered that the men of the world were just like 
sheep that had lost the right way, and did not know how to get back to it: hence they regarded 
the pleasures of this world as their supreme happiness. It was in consequence of their 
ignorance of the truth that they fell into inconsistent and highly improper practices. When 
their minds became enlightened by the truth, and when with sincere hearts they listened to it, 
and prayed for the assistance of Gods holy spirit; they would then be able to give up sinful 
pleasures. When they heard this they were much pleased, and had not a word to say in the way 
of objection. 

June 11th, he writes, I went with three others to Forest Creek, addressed the people at two 
different places. First spoke about the miracle performed by Christ, recorded in the 6th 
Chapter of John, and then about the entrance of sin into the world, and death by sin  that as all 
man had sinned, so all men were exposed to death  that our first parents having offended 
against God, their fall affected the whole race. When I uttered these truths one of my hearers 
replied, these are the doctrines of foreigners, they are not worth the talking about. They are 
constantly dignified by the name of doctrines, but they mislead peoples minds, and call upon 
men to renounce the worship of ancestors and parental tablets, hence they clash with our 
Chinese doctrines.  Well did Confucius inculcate put away from you everything foreign. That 
your doctrines do not harmonize with those of China, no man can doubt. You talk about 
Europeans practising virtue, how is it that we so often hear of their invading and attacking our 
country and slaughtering our people. You must admit that they cannot be sincere when they 
profess to love the people of other countries as brethren. In answer to his remarks, I said, the 
doctrines of Jesus are not the doctrines of sages born in western lands; not did they emanate 
from their wisdom. These doctrines were handed down from olden times, and teach us clearly 
of Christ’s coming into the world in order to atone for our sins.  

In former ages Europeans, like ourselves, were worshippers of idols; but when the Gospel 
reached their country, then the people were awakened to a sense of their sinfulness of 
worshipping idols, and cast them away as so much dung; they were cleansed from their 
wicked practices, and walked according to the holy doctrines they received, and thus they 
obtained the favor of God. Their country became prosperous, and the people tranquil. Families 
needed not to close their doors for fear; nor was any article dropped in the streets lost. High 
and low mutually sympathised. No traveller in the desert perished of hunger.  Happiness and 
peace filled the land. How can you say these doctrines are adapted to foreigners alone.  You 
say so imply because you have not examined them thoroughly. In regard to the raising of 
armies, and the use of hostile weapons wherewith our country has been invaded and injured. 
You must not attribute these things to the good men and believing women found among 
Europeans. Slaughtering our people is not the thing their hearts desire. You may, however, 
regard them as instruments employment by God to chastise our people, and to prepare for the 
Gospel a speedy entrance into our land, to subvert idolatry, to unite all in one body and form 
one brotherhood. When these results are attained, we shall know no more the calamities 
hostile weapons inflict. It is because our country has not from ancient times to the present 
served God, but has been adding to her guilt, thereby increasing Gods displeasure, that state 
rises against state, kingdom against kingdom, that there are earthquakes, pestilences, and 
calamities. They are certainly occurring, and God sends them in order to chastise our people, 
and yet our people have not repented, but on the contrary have been proud of their own power, 
and treat lightly Gods truth. It is greatly to be feared that they will not escape Gods righteous 
indignation. But after their chastisement they will be otherwise; they will cleanse their hearts 
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and wash away their sins, and in humility serve God, and thus attain to the happiness that is 
eternal, and which is to be found in heaven. This I most earnestly desire. This evening I went 
to the chapel, and explained part of the 7th chapter of Matthew. There were altogether 21 
hearers. 

June 29I went to Pennyweight Flat. Seven men stood around me, listening while I told 
them that Jesus was the Saviour from heaven, and that he died upon the cross, in order to 
redeem men from their sins, and whosoever believed in him would not perish, but have 
everlasting life. I told them that mankind were exposed to the punishment of death, and had no 
way by which they could escape, and their souls must inevitably be lost in the dark regions. 
But God in his mercy deeply pitied the impotency of man, and unable to endure the sight of 
his misery, willingly sent his Son Jesus into the world. While he was here below, he endured 
constant privations, was often reviled by men, and finally nailed to the cross, where he 
endured great agony. Truly this event has no parallel. After I had thus spoken, one of my 
hearers said:- You tell us that God sent Jesus from heaven to save men; how is it that men 
slew him upon the cross? I replied, your words are precisely like the words with which those 
who crucified Jesus taunted him. Many then derided him and said, he saved others, but he is 
not able to save himself; if you are able to come down from the cross we will believe you. I 
told him that Jesus was the Lord of wisdom and knowledge, and knew everything; that man 
could form no scheme for hurting him without his previously knowing it; that God; from the 
beginning of the world, when our first parents had fell into sin, had predetermined that Jesus 
should thus suffer, and become the Redeemer of the world; hence it was that he was afflicted 
by men, and led like a lamb to the slaughter. It was not because he did not know what 
sufferings awaited him. He knew that the time for atoning for mans sin had arrived, and hence 
he submitted to mockings, scourgings, and the death of the cross. Had he been unwilling to 
atone for mans sin, not all the armies of ten thousand countries under the heavens could have 
compelled him. Why? Because he, from the beginning, was one with God. All derive life from 
him; he holds the life of every one in his hands. Had he not loved us, we should all have 
perished. Has not Jesus sufficient compassion and pity to save and redeem us? Let none of 
you foolishly argue against and deride the name of Jesus. Rather cleanse your hearts and 
purify your thoughts, diligently read the Holy Scriptures, and pray to God. Then at the last day 
you will not be condemned by Christ, or fall into the miseries of hell; but you will be received 
into heaven and obtain everlasting felicity. After this I presented them with two tracts. 

August 7. I went to Diamond Gully, and spoke to the people about Noahs being saved 
from the deluge. They seemed to comprehend how God loves the righteous and hates the 
wicked; that he is just in his rewards and in his judgements. They expressed a desire to 
worship God, and do what was right, but said they did not know how to pray to God, and 
asked me to write out a prayer for them, that they might be able morning and evening, to pray 
by that form. I gladly complied with their request. 

August 23. In the afternoon I went to Diamond Gully, to a shop, where I found several 
Heong-shan Chinese. These people I have always found to be very proud, and hostile to the 
doctrines of Jesus. I addressed them from the words contained in the 3rd chapter of the epistle 
to the Colossians, from the 5th to the 10th verse, with the view of awakening them; but they 
were very indignant, and made use of opprobrious epithets and said, We Heong-shan men 
don’t care about the doctrines of Christ, go to other places and diffuse your doctrines. Seeing 
their folly, obduracy, and unwillingness to listen to instruction, I said, it rests entirely with 
yourselves, to hear or not to hear the gospel. I cannot compel you. But if you will listen, I 
shall use my endeavours to impart instruction to you, and peace may come upon you. If you 
oppose, and will not hearken, then the result will be, as when Christ sent forth his disciples, he 
said, Into whatever house ye enter, say to it, Peace; if they receive you, let your peace dwell 
there; if they do not receive you, go away, and wipe the dust off your feet against them. Now, 
the gospel comes to you, you oppose it, and will not receive it; when I go away from you the 
peace I desired for you will come back to me; and this, not because Jesus does not love you, 
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but because you do not know how to love yourselves. Let me exhort you not to be proud in 
heart, but rather be humble. Believe in and submit to the Saviour; examine his doctrines, and 
pray to God for the forgiveness of your sins. Christ will redeem you from your iniquities. If 
you do not act in this way, it will be impossible for you to escape Gods righteous indignation. 
After these words I took leave of them and went away. 

The impotence of idols, and their utter inability to help their worshippers in times of 
trouble, is often exposed, and the heathen have been directed to look alone to Him who is the 
maker of heaven and earth. Chu-a-luk, on the 30th June, writes that he read a portion of attract 
to some of his countrymen, and dwelt on the power of God as manifested in the works of 
creation, and the propriety of serving the Being from whom we derive our existence. We 
Chinese, said he, do not know how to revere God, but, on the contrary, serve idols. Supposing 
that, instead of following the wishes of our parents, we followed the example of wicked 
people, would not such conduct be like forsaking God, and worshipping base idols? Why do 
you worship such things? They have mouths, but speak not; they have eyes but see not; they 
have hands, but they handle not; feet have they, but they walk not. If they happen to fall into 
the fire, there they remain helpless; if you put them into the fire, they will get burnt; if they 
cannot protect themselves, how can they protect you? Did you ever see any idol able to 
deliver itself from fire or water? for instance, when a ship is sinking, or an idol-temple is in 
flames? They answered, never. Do think, I again asked, that the idols can protect China in her 
present convulsed state? They replied, no. I then told them  I am sure there cannot be any 
intelligent spirit in the idols; it is useless to worship them. Why do you not worship God  the 
only God, who is in heaven. They made no reply, but simply laughed at me. 

The visits the agents have paid to the Hospital seem to have produced a beneficial effect. 
Those Chinese who have once been inmates of the Institution, after being discharged, appear 
to recollect with grateful feelings the lessons from the Holy Scriptures there communicated to 
them by the native teachers. One man has declared, since he left the Hospital, that he will no 
longer serve the gods made with hands, but the God of the scriptures. On the 8th August, Chu-
a-luk makes this entry into his journal: I went with Leong-a-toe to the Hospital, and read and 
prayed with the Chinese. They were very glad to hear what we told them. We exhorted them 
not to worship idols, but to worship God, who could restore their health. They said the idols 
could not help them in their sickness, and should they ever get out of the Hospital, it was their 
intention not to serve them any more. 

On the fifteenth evening of the Chinese eighth month, we found the Chinese paying their 
adorations to the moon, then at its full. It is their custom on this occasion to feast themselves 
on fowls and pork, to spread out a table in front of their dwellings, and cover it with cakes and 
fruit, as a thank-offering to that luminary, and to make prostrations before her. Crackers are 
also let off in token of their rejoicing. We went that evening to Clinkers Hill, and found an 
unusual bustle among the Chinese. Many of them were busy eating their bowls of rice and 
meat, of which they politely invited us to partake, and many, having finished their feast, were 
chatting loudly, whilst others were firing off crackers. They were asked to attend divine 
service, which was about to be held in the chapel: a very large number came. After singing a 
hymn and offering a prayer, Chu-a-luk read and explained the 2nd chapter of the Gospel of 
Matthew. After commenting upon the verses, he adverted to that practice, the observance of 
which had caused so much rejoicing among them. He told them the moon, while giving to us 
light which was most agreeable and useful, was yet a created thing, and it was wrong to 
worship the creature instead of the Creator. God created the moon; and to him it was their 
duty to offer worship. He showed the propriety of this by a simple illustration. None of you, 
he said, who wished to show his respect for a friend who might be a carpenter, would, on 
entering his shop, walk up to a cradle and bow to it, instead of bowing to the carpenter. As 
with the cradle so with the moon. Man made the cradle, God made the moon. Its light is 
exceedingly useful to us, but we ought to praise God for it, and thank him for his blessings. 
Much interest and attention was manifested during the whole of the service, and the audience 

 
 

433 



 
Alien Son 

 
 
admitted the force and justness of the speaker’s remarks. 

The following is an account of a dialogue that took place between Leong-a-toe and a 
Frenchman on the 22nd September: The Frenchman (he writes) came to my house. On seeing 
him, I requested him to take a seat. I do not know his name. We talked together about the 
customs and the learned men of China. My visitor then asked me what my trade was, and how 
I maintained myself. I told him I was not engaged in trade, but was occupied in diffusing 
religious instruction among the Chinese. He then suddenly inquired where I had come from? I 
answered, from Hongkong. Do you know, he asked, the priest who resides in Hongkong? I 
said, I saw several, but did not know their names. They taught the doctrines of Rome, which 
are not like the doctrines of Jesus. In their churches, I saw an image set up which they called 
Ma-le-a (Mary) the mother of Jesus, she was called Holy Mother, and they seemed to revere 
her even more than Jesus. They burned incense and bowed before her. In their rites they 
seemed to hold traditions which ought not to be regarded. The ten commandments God has 
handed down to us by Moses, he had commanded all men to observe and not forget them; but 
the instructions of the Romanists are at variance with these. They expunge the second 
commandment and do not keep it. Out of nine commandments they make ten, because the 
second commandment teaches us that we must not grave to ourself any image, nor bow down 
to it and worship it. The teachers of this religion tell men to worship images, and thus oppose 
Gods will. The idol-worship of the Chinese is just like theirs. My visitor said, the holy mother 
is not a mortal: she existed before heaven and earth were made, and was then the mother of 
the holy child Jesus. I answered, that cannot be. If she were the holy mother before heaven 
and earth were made, how could God promise when our first parents sinned against him, that 
he would raise up a saviour from the seed of the woman, to save the myriads of the human 
race. And in the time of Mary we read, the Holy Ghost came upon her, and the power of the 
Almighty overshadowed her that she should bear a son and call him Jesus; by which we may 
know that Mary did not exist before heaven and earth were made and that she was just like 
any other mortal; and hence we must not bow down to her and worship her, but worship the 
triune God. My visitor then remarked, the doctrines of Jesus are not of recent date, those of 
the Church of Rome come down from great antiquity, we must therefore not reject the old in 
order to follow the new. I replied, if her doctrines coincide with the doctrines of the New and 
Old Testaments, then we certainly ought to follow them. But many of her doctrines do not 
agree with the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures; hence, a great many years ago, Luther made a 
clear exposure of her errors. My visitor said, your religion teaches that there are only two 
states after death, heaven and hell; our religion teachers that there are three, heaven, purgatory 
and hell. Every one who dies must pass through these three. I answered, there can be but two 
states, just as in this world there are only two descriptions of persons, and these, after death, 
must dwell in the one or other state. Where is the necessity of having a third state? He then 
asked me, How can you know that there is a God? I replied, God from nothing made all 
things: everything that my eye sees teaches me there is a God. The heaven and earth that I 
behold tell me there is a God. After this he asked me no more questions; we talked about other 
subjects, and then he took leave of me and went home. 

Such an amount of scriptural instruction as is bought before you in the extracts I have 
made, and conveyed in a faithful and intelligible manner, and I trust, in humble dependence 
on Gods holy spirit, cannot but be productive of good. It must produce a feeling of satisfaction 
in the minds of all interested in the evangelization of the Chinese to know that those truths 
which are proclaimed from pulpits in Christian churches are, on Sabbath days and week days, 
resounding in the ears of the heathen population in their humble chapel and still humbler tents. 
Let us strengthen and encourage the hands and hearts of the native teachers in every possible 
way, and pray God to bestow upon them the aid of his holy spirit, that they may be steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 
Wm Young 
Castlemaine, Oct 7, 1857. 
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First Report of the Chinese Mission in Castlemaine for 1857. Read at the United Monthly 
Prayer Meeting held in the Scotch Church on the evening of April 6th 1857. 
 
During my absence at Ballarat for the purpose of establishing a Chinese Branch Mission,9 the 
operations of the Castlemaine Mission have been carried on by the native agents, Chu-a-luk 
and Leong a Toe in a manner with which I have every reason to be satisfied. The Sabbath 
services have been regularly conducted, daily visits to the people have been kept up, tracts and 
Bibles have been distributed as usual, and their united efforts are, in my opinion, beginning to 
tell favourably on some, at least, of the multitudes with whom they come into daily contact. 
Since my return to Castlemaine, I have gone out in company with these agents, and have had, 
with them, interesting interviews with the Chinese, both during the day and in the early part of 
several nights. The interviews at night, (when the claims of business no longer distract the 
attention) promise to be exceedingly beneficial to our hearers; they elicit much argument, and 
many important enquiries concerning the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, which did fair to 
result in the awakening of the people out of their state of spiritual lethargy, and in the stirring 
of them up to seek and feel after God. These interviews have always been closed with prayer. 

I have found much interesting matter in the journals kept by the two Christian teaches 
during my absence, a portion of which I shall present to the friends of this mission in the 
extracts which follow. These will serve to show with what faithfulness they expose the errors 
of the Chinese system of belief, the prominence they give to the doctrine of the atonement, 
and pre-eminence they claim for Christ over the sage Confucius and every heathen deity. At 
the same time they will exhibit the tenacity with which the heathen cling to their own system, 
and the great need there exists for praying for the influence of the Holy Spirit to wean them 
from the system of delusion to which they are so wedded, and incline them to embrace the 
truth as it is in Jesus. Some good impression, it would appear, has been made upon the minds 
of some few by the conversation of the agents, which I sincerely hope may not prove like the 
morning cloud and early dew, but result in genuine conversion to God. 

The teacher Chu-a-luk makes the following entry in his journal on December 9th, 1856: I 
went to Campbells Flat this day, to visit a storekeeper, to whom I gave a couple of tracts, 
which he received with apparent satisfaction. I told him, Though you now appear glad to take 
these tracts, yet I fear you will soon despise them. Why? he asked me. I said, because these 
books teach you not to worship idols, nor the spirits of the dead. And I must teach you the 
same doctrines contained in these books, though you may not like to hear them. But whether 
you like it or dislike it, I feel it is my duty to tell you what I myself know, otherwise I shall 
incur the divine displeasure. For every one who knows the Gospel must endeavour, according 
to the best of his ability, to make others acquainted with it. And, do not suppose, when I come 
to teach you and those that are with you, that it is because I want your money, or anything else 
that belongs to you. I only wish you to seek that eternal happiness which God has, from old, 
promised. If you earnestly seek that happiness, you will obtain it: if you do not thus seek it, 
you will fail to get it. Ponder now what I have said, is it true or not? My hearer replied, All 
that you say is quite true, but to observe it we find to be a matter too difficult. 

Leong-a-toe, on the 26th of December, writes: - I went to some tents about half a mile 
distant, and spoke to the people about Christ’s dying on the cross to atone for the sins of the 

 
9  Refers to opening of Ballarat Chinese Mission. See Appendix 8. 
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whole world, and told them that all who believed in him would obtain salvation, but those 
who did not believe would be condemned. After speaking to them these things, one of the men 
cavilled, and said, we ought to believe in God, but it is not necessary to believe in Jesus 
Christ. I answered, If you do not believe in Jesus, then you do not believe in God, for Jesus 
Christ came from God. He in reply said, If we do not act up to the doctrines of the sages of 
our own country, but follow those of a foreign country, how will it be possible for us to 
practice virtue? Foreigners have their doctrines, and we Chinese have ours. Foreigners honor 
Jesus, and we honor Confucius; and this is perfectly agreeable to the dictates of sound reason. 
In answer to these observations I said, Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh, and come 
into the world. He taught heavenly doctrines to the world in a clear manner. He offers 
happiness to all who honor him, but he will assuredly condemn those who reject them. Can 
Confucius save your precious soul? It matters not whether a man be a Chinese or a foreigner, 
it is his duty to honor Christ and serve God. Pray reflect on these things, and ponder them in 
your hearts. 

On January 2nd 1857, he writes:  I went with Chu-a-luk to Diamond Valley. We took 
different routes. I visited two tents, and had as many as 18 persons to listen to what I had to 
say: I told them that the gods worshipped in China were mere nonentities, such as Geok-hong, 
Kwan-tay, and other divinities; that the worship of them was only a scheme of the Buddhist 
and Tavnist [Taoist] priests, by which they fraudulently extorted money from the people. To 
reverence such objects would bring no advantage, but, on the contrary, would enhance men’s 
guilt. When the people heard these remarks, they expressed themselves astonished at the 
imposition practiced. I then placed before them the great blessings that resulted from faith in 
Christ; and also spoke to them about the manner in which God was to be worshipped. There 
was one man in particular, who was so delighted that he requested I would, on my next visit, 
bring with me a book of prayer, that he might learn how to frame his petitions. I gladly 
assented to his proposal, and availed myself of the present opportunity to present him with a 
copy of The Two Friends 10, and a catechism. 

On the 23rd, while addressing a group of 20 persons, he says, amongst them was a man 
named Chu-a-sun, a native of Sin-why [Xinhui] in Canton Province; he is by trade a 
carpenter, and has resided chiefly in Melbourne. About the middle of January he came from 
Melbourne to Castlemaine. I happened to meet him one day as he was going to his work, and 
embraced the opportunity to explain to him some of our holy doctrines. When I had done, he 
exclaimed, Excellent doctrines! I never heard them before, hence my ignorance regarding 
those subjects you have been communicating to me. I feel obliged to you for telling me about 
the doctrines of Jesus, and the gracious goodness of God. In further reference to this man, 
Leong-a-toe further adds, The individual appeared to me unassuming and sincere, and I am in 
hopes he will be brought to repentance. I have since frequently had quiet interviews with him, 
when the truth has been the topic of our conversation; these interviews, I trust, will result in 
his awakening. 

On the 30th January, he makes this entry in his journal:  I went to Forest Creek, met with 
a man surnamed Chun, who is exceedingly desirous of becoming a Christian. He no longer 
worships idols. Having, however, from his youth, never been taught to read, he is ignorant of 
the Chinese characters. I put questions to him, in order to ascertain his motive. I have great 
hopes of him, and doubt not, but ere long, he will be considered a fit subject for baptism. 

The condemned criminal in his cell, and the sick in the hospital have been alike visited by 
the agents of the mission, for the purpose of ministering to them those blessed truths of Gods 
Word which their respective pitiable and painful situations urgently demanded. 

The case of Choy-a-luk, not Chu-a-luk, as the name is spelled in the public papers) who 
was not long ago executed for the murder of one of his countrymen is well known to the 

 
10  One of the most widely used Christian Chinese tracts in China and Australia. 
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public in Castlemaine.  Although it is stated in some of the public journals that Choy-a-luk 
exhibited the utmost apathy when about to undergo the sentence of death, yet it would appear 
from interviews that Chu-a-luk had with him while he was confined in the jail at Castlemaine, 
that his mind was considerably affected in view of what awaited him. Chu-a-luk endeavoured 
to direct the unfortunate man to look to God for His mercy, and to pray to Him to forgive his 
sins for Christ’s sake, ere he was hurried from time to eternity. He read to him portions of the 
Holy Scriptures which he thought were appropriate to his situation, and called his attention 
particularly to the case of the thief on the cross, who, while suffering the agonies of 
crucifixion, applied to Jesus Christ for salvation and was saved in the hour of his extremity. 
He was urged to act like-wise, and to pray earnestly for the forgiveness of his past sins. One 
occasion he remarked to Chu-a-luk, If you had not taught me how to pray to God, I should not 
have known how to do it. I now constantly pray to God for his mercy. Chu-a-luk at different 
times both read and prayed with him. He was considerably affected when speaking to Chu-a-
luk about his wife and family, to whom he wished to remit some money. He wept long and 
bitterly when he reflected that it would soon be out of his power to do any thing more for 
them in this world. He was told to refrain from grieving on their account, and to make use of 
the time that was still left to him to seek preparation for the eternal world. He told him to 
repent of his sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Chu-a-luk then gave him a new 
testament, and marked several verses for him especially to meditate on during his 
confinement. 

Towards the last week in March, hearing that several sick Chinese, afflicted with a species 
of elephantiasis had been received into the Castlemaine hospital, the two native agents and 
myself paid them a visit. The resident surgeon kindly led us to the ward occupied by them, 
and after putting several questions to them through Chu-a-luk, about their state of health, 
food, effects of medicine, etc., he withdrew, and left us with them. After some little 
conversation with the invalids, I called upon Chu-a-luk to read to them a portion of the eighth 
chapter of the Gospel of St Matthew. This was probably the first time the name of Jesus Christ 
sounded in their ears. The healing of the leper, mentioned in that chapter, produced a thrilling 
sensation, which shewed itself in loud exclamations of delight, uttered by the invalids. That 
Saviour who shewed himself so willing and powerful to save the wretched applicant who 
came to him for cleansing, we told them, was able to help them also. We directed them to seek 
of him the pardon of their sins, and the restoration of their bodies to health; also, to pray for 
submission for whatever might be the will of God concerning them. We took occasion, also, 
to point out to them some of the blessed effects of the Christian religion; how it taught those 
who believed in it to extend their sympathies to all men; to care for their brethren suffering 
from disease, of whatever clime or nation, and to devise means for alleviating or removing the 
maladies that affected our race. The Hospital wherein they were so comfortably 
accommodated and cared for, we told them, was a fruit that sprang from the influence of 
Christianity. They seemed to feel that they themselves exhibited proof of the truth of the 
remarks we made, and most cordially accorded to the Christian religion the palm of 
superiority over their own, which (as they experienced in their own cases), when the sufferer 
most needs help, leaves him lonely and destitute and wretched. After the portion of scripture 
was read and explained, the patients rose from their beds to join in prayer. We had a little 
further conversation with them and then bade them good bye. They expressed themselves 
extremely grateful for the visit we paid them. We left a copy of the New Testament with one 
of the patients who could read. There were four of them; three of the number were uneducated 
men. 

The friends of the mission will perceive from what has been presented to them in this 
report that the Word of God is producing some impression on the heathen mind, and will feel 
encouraged in their efforts to sustain this holy enterprise. The Word of God has already, I 
trust, taken roots in the hearts of some of the Chinese, and ere long we shall have first one, 
and then another coming forward and declaring himself a disciple of Christ, and a worshipper 
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of the living and true God. May the Lord quickly bring about this happy event. 
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The Committee presenting their report, have generally to state that the cause they have in hand 
has not been suffered to languish, though they can hardly say that it has been taken up and 
prosecuted with that vigour which its importance demands. 

At the date of the last report there were employed at Castlemaine and the surrounding 
gold fields, two native Chinese agents, Ho-a-low and Chu-a-luk, and, as their European 
superintendent, the Rev. Wm Young, for many years a missionary in China. Shortly after this 
Ho-a-Low resigned his connexion with the society and occupied himself in secular pursuits: 
he is now filling the situation of Chinese interpreter at the Ovens gold fields.  

Providentially, a little before this time, another Christian Chinaman, Lo-Sam-Yuen 
arrived, recommended by the Bishop of Victoria, at Hong Kong, to the Bishop of Melbourne. 
As he appeared to be well qualified for the work, he was engaged at once, and was sent up to 
Castlemaine, where he for some time laboured in conjunction with Chu-a-luk, and under Mr. 
Young.  

In October another Christian Chinaman, brought up in the missionary seminary at Hong 
Kong, by name Leong-A-Toe, arrived in Melbourne. As he was well recommended and 
seemed suitably qualified, the committee, trusting to their public support, engaged him on the 
mission, and he also was sent up to Castlemaine until some further distribution of the services 
of the agents could be determined on. 

Considerable anxiety had been felt for some time by many friends at Geelong and 
Ballarat, for the commencement of missionary operations on behalf of the Chinese on the 
Western gold fields 

, and various letters passed between them and your committee on the subject. The arrival 
of the third native agent rendering it possible for the committee to meet their wishes, the Rev. 
Mr. Young and Lo-Sam-Yuen were sent over to Geelong, and proceeded thence to Ballarat, to 
survey the field of operations, and, if possible, make a  commencement. 

Considerable sympathy with the movement was found to exist among Christians of 
various denominations. Meetings were held, the Chinese were visited in their encampments, 
and services conducted among them. Propositions were received from the Geelong committee, 
containing a sketch of plans for future proceeding; a conference between the two committees 
was held; and ultimately an arrangement was agreed upon, which was to be regarded as of a 
temporary and experimental character. Lo-Sam-Yuen was to labour on the Ballarat gold field 
under the direction of the committee there; the other two agents, Chu-a-Luk and Leong-a-Toe, 
remaining as heretofore at Castlemaine, and Mr. Young was to divide his time between the 
two districts. The committees at Geelong and Ballarat undertook to raise £200 for the support 
of their agent, and £200 extra to meet the additional expenses which Mr. Young would have to 
incur in travelling to and fro, and in providing another place of lodging at Ballarat. This is the 
plan at present in operation, but it being found inconvenient, the committee has resolved upon 
a change. 

The mode of carrying on the work at Castlemaine is very simple and primitive. The agents 
visit their countrymen in their tents day by day; enter into conversation with them where they 
find opportunity; conduct religious services when allowed; and distribute Chinese tracts and 
New Testaments. On Sabbath-days, besides casual visits and short services, public worship is 
conducted in a tent appropriated for the purpose, and something like a regular congregation 
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assembles. The progress and organisation and consolidation is greatly checked by the 
migratory habits of the Chinese miners. Scarcely are favourable impressions made on any of 
their minds before they remove to another gold-field and for the most part are not seen again. 
Nevertheless, some are more permanent in their location  storekeepers and others  and upon 
these continued good influences can be brought to bear.  

That the services are to some extent valued, and interest felt in them, may be gathered by 
the fact that steps are now being taken for the erection of a better place of worship, one built 
of stone, and towards the expenses of which the Chinamen have themselves subscribed £60. 
In Melbourne, several gentlemen have subscribed upwards of £30 so that there is contributed 
towards the object nearly £100 of the £250 the structure is estimated to cost. It is believed that 
when they shall have a church of their own, built expressly for the worship of the True God, 
and paid for chiefly by their own money, many more will acquire the habit of regular 
attendance, some we hope will there find the precious Gospel the power of god unto their 
salvation. 

In the conversations that so frequently take place the Chinamen generally concede to the 
advocates of Christianity the better side of the argument, the folly of their idolatry, and the 
uselessness of their ceremonies on the one hand; and the superior glory and excellency of the 
divine religion of Jesus recommended to them on the other. Their reason is convinced, but 
their hearts are wedded to a system which allows them to retain their sins.  

Still it is to be hoped some spiritual good is done; as proof of which it may be mentioned 
that two have recently expressed the desire for baptism and have passed through a satisfactory 
probation. Mr. Young has been accustomed to meet the Committee at Castlemaine at their 
monthly convention and prayer, and to read a report of the proceedings of himself and the 
agents. These reports have regularly appeared in the Mt. Alexander Mail, through the kindness 
of the editor; and form altogether an interesting and useful collection.11 

Since the division of Mr. Young’s time with Ballarat they appear at longer intervals.12 
The work at Ballarat is conducted in much the same way as at Castlemaine. All testify to 

the superior efficiency of Lo-Sam-Yuen as an agent; and his sphere of labour is so large and 
inviting, but what is one solitary labourer in so wide a field? 

In passing through Melbourne in his journeys to and from Ballarat, Mr. Young has had 
many opportunities of visiting the Chinese located in Little Bourke-street. These are for the 
most part more permanent residents than their countrymen at the goldfields, many of them 
being storekeepers.  

There are some Christians among them, who have been brought up in the mission-schools 
of Hong Kong, Canton and elsewhere, in China. Several religious meetings have been held in 
the Church of the Rev. A. Morrison, [Scots Church] Collins-street, which have been addressed 
by Mr. Young, and in some cases by some of the Christian Chinamen. There is reason to 
believe that if a European missionary who thoroughly understands the Chinese language were 
resident in Melbourne, with a view to act on the Chinamen there, or those passing through, 
great good might be done.  

This method is adopted by the Board of [Commissioners of Foreign] Missions at New 
York, who have a missionary with his family settled at San Francisco, where the mission-
house premises have been erected at a cost of 20,000 dollars (£4000), all raised by the people 
of San Francisco themselves; a printing press is established; a periodical issued; and other 
methods adopted likely to operate upon these heathen strangers, who all pass through that 

 
11  Charles Saint was the editor of the Mount Alexander Mail and a notable defender of the Chinese. 

Welch, Ian (1980), Pariahs and Outcasts, Christian Missions to the Chinese in Australia, MA, 
Monash University. 

12  The Ballarat Chinese Mission was managed by a local Ballarat interdenominational committee. It 
was initiated by The Geelong and Western District Chinese Evangelisation Society, established 
in Geelong September 1855 by James Balfour. The Geelong Society was effectively defunct by 
1857 when Balfour left Geelong. See Welch, Ian (1980), Pariahs and Outcasts, Christian 
Missions to the Chinese in Australia, MA, Monash University.  
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chief city on their way to the goldfields.13 
What has hitherto been done by the Christians of Victoria to impart our holy religion to 

the numerous Chinese who have come thither in search of gold is very little compared with 
the necessities of the case. To work the districts of Castlemaine and Ballarat effectually would 
require a European missionary resident in each of those localities, with several Chinese 
assistants under them, so as to be enabled to extend their operations to the numerous diggings 
which branch out from those centres. The nothing whatever has been done at Sandhurst, and 
the extensive Bendigo gold-field; nothing for the Ovens district not to mention the Omeo and 
other outlying fields.  

To overtake the work it would require at least four European missionaries, one at 
Melbourne, another at Ballarat, a third at Mount Alexander [diggings, including Castlemaine 
and Bendigo, and another at Beechworth, for the district of the Ovens, with Chinese Christian 
agents under them. 

The men could doubtless be found, if the money were forthcoming, and the money would 
surely not be wanting if the Christian Church were fully awakened to its responsibilities in 
regard to these heathens, who are thrown in the midst of us. Our operations, small as they are, 
have been provided with great difficulty. Often have the Committee been under great anxiety 
to know where the next months payments were to come from. The expenses have indeed been 
met; the Treasurer is not in advance; but the money has been obtained by casual, rather than 
regular and organized efforts, and frequently the committee has been in arrears to its agents 
for the sums due to them . . .  

We have simply to do with the fact of their actually being here. While they are, they 
surely have a claim upon Christians to do what they can to convey to their benighted minds 
the glorious and saving truths of the everlasting Gospel. 

 
 
 

 
13  An important reference indicating that the Australian Chinese Missions were aware, if not in 

regular contact, with the Chinese Missions established in North America. 
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During the mission year that is now concluded, your agent [Lo Sam Yuen] has 
assiduously & faithfully prosecuted his labours among his heathen countrymen. 
Often has he encountered opposition and ridicule in the discharge of his duties, but 
he has not shrunk from declaring to them the counsel of God. Laboring almost 
entirely alone, and separated from his wife and family in China, it has surprised 
many that he has not at times, given way to a melancholy mood. But he has always 
appeared cheerful and contented, and I believe he is in his element in his work. 

He displays peculiar tact in answering the objections of his opponents and exposing the 
folly and sinfulness of idolatry, as will be perceived by referring to the extracts from his 
journals which have been translated from time to time and inserted in one of the local papers. 
The views he holds of the fundamental truths of Christianity as far as I have been able to learn 
from his public ministrations and private journals, as also from personal interview with him, 
are sound and scriptural. 

Doubts were entertained by some, at one time, as to his fitness for occupying the post of a 
Christian teacher in consequence, it was said, of his not being sufficiently educated in his own 
language, but I think, he has long ago proved that he is equal, if not superior to any Chinese 
on the diggings in point of intellectual attainments. 

During the first half year of the Mission, I was able to visit Ballarat at regular intervals to 
inspect Lo Sam-yuen's operations, but I have not been able to do so during the latter half, in 
consequence of the transfer of the headquarters of the Mission from Castlemaine to 
Melbourne and my efforts being confined principally to the metropolis where a large number 
of influential and intelligent Chinese are settled. But although I have not been able to visit 
Ballarat as often as I could have wished, I am happy to state your native agent has not, in 
consequence of that circumstance, neglected his work. 

I have recently received most gratifying testimonies from Mr. Oddie and Mr. Booth, 
regarding his zeal and fidelity though left entirely alone. To the gentlemen whose names I 
have mentioned the Mission is greatly indebted for the help and encouragement they have 
afforded Lo Sam-yuen, by accompanying him regularly every Sabbath afternoon to the scene 
of his labours, and assisting to collect the Chinese to come and listen to the preaching of the 
Gospel. The first-mentioned gentleman has often advanced the funds to pay the agent's salary 
when the Treasury of the Mission was entirely exhausted. Had he not done so the interests of 
the Mission would have been materially injured. 

The mode in which the agent [is] prosecuting his work is very simple. He goes round to 
his countrymen at different times of the day, and reads to and converses with those he finds at 
home and who are at leisure to hear him. He always carries his New Testament with him, and 
from this treasury of heavenly knowledge imparts instruction to his erring brethren. The 
numbers that gather around him on Sabbath days varies from 50 to 150 persons. While 
multitudes oppose, and not a few are utterly indifferent to what he communicates, there are a 
few who listen with interest to his statements of divine truth and at the present there are no 
fewer than six Chinese who have expressed a desire to receive the ordinance of baptism. It 
will be necessary, however, to subject them to a course of probation in order to test their 
sincerity and to instruct them more thoroughly in the doctrines of Christianity, ere the rite can 
be administered. Those who expressed such a wish are principally Chinese married to 
European women. 

While I was at Ballarat in July last year, I had some conversation with Lo Sam-yuen about 
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building a convenient place of worship for the Chinese. I mentioned the subject to two of the 
Chinese headmen who promised to use their influence in forwarding the contemplated object. 
[transcription incomplete 
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Author: Unknown 
Category: Wesleyan Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 1 January 1859 
p 19 Religious Intelligence, Castlemaine  Circuit On Sunday 28 November 

1858, missionary services were held, Leong a toe spoke.’The speech of 
Leong a toe excited deep interest and it is hoped that effort will be made 
to maiantain him as missionary to his own countrymen.’ 

p 22 Mission to the Chinese in Victoria (Victoria Chinese Mission)We deeply 
regret — we blush for the Christian character of Victoria — to record that 
this mission has had to be relinquished for want of adequate support. A 
public meeting was held in the Mechanics Institute on Tuesday, 
November 30, to hear the report, when not more than a dozen gentlemen 
were present. We are thankful, however, to add that it is very likely that 
this work would  be resumed by the Wesleyan and other churches in 
their denominational character  
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Author: ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Wesleyan Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 1 September 1859 p 215.  
Location: Microfilm in State Libraries especially State Library of Victoria and 

National Library of Australia. 
 
The interest manifested by the Chinese themselves in the preaching labour of Leong 
A Toe is not only unabated but delightfully increasing. Interest on the part of 
European Christians towards that peculiar race is also on the increase. It is now 
resolved to erect a church for the special use of the Chinese. A piece of land, in an 
eligible position, has been purchased, and the money is now wanted for the building. 
Methodists, Christians of every name, and throughout the colony  come and help us  
send your donations to any of our ministers in Melbourne, or to the Rev T Raston, 
Castlemaine. There appears to be promise of much good amongst the Chinese. 
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 Author: Leong A Toe 
Category: Methodist Chinese Mission,  
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Australasian Wesleyan Missionary Society Notices, Janiaru 

1860, p 176 
Location: Queen’s College Library, University of Melbourne 
 

 
TO THE BRETHREN ASSEMBLED TOGETHER IN THE DISTRICT' MEETING  
 
It would greatly delight me to see you all, that I might speak to you concerning the 
Chinese Mission. I have no time to go down to the meeting, but will speak to you 
through Mr. Ralston.14 

I beg to inform you that it is my practice to visit the Chinaman's tents every day, 
and I preach to them the great truths of the Bible—that God is the Creator and 
preserver of men, and that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of sinners. 

The Chinamen worship ancestors and idols. Some of my countrymen receive the 
Gospel with gladness; others reject it, calling it the doctrine of other nations— 
rejecting it because it is opposed to the worship of idols and ancestors; others again 
refuse the Gospel on such grounds as these: they say that Jesus Christ is the sage of 
other lands, not of ours—That Englishmen want us to have their religion that they 
may get our hearts and then take our country—that the Gospel is not good, or the 
English would not compel us to pay £4 a year, and if we are poor, put us in gaol—
such religion is not good. If the religion you preach is good, why do you not get all 
our countrymen out of gaol? 

Thus the Gospel is preached, and that it does not greatly affect the minds of the 
people, I am truly grieved and troubled. However, four persons have been baptised; 
another man was deeply sorry for his sins, and prayed much to God. He is now 
earnestly acquiring a knowledge of the Gospel, and delights in learning. This man 
removed on the 10th October to Back Creek, on account of poverty. There are two 
men now in course of instruction; they come to my house every day for that purpose; 
they appear sincere and earnest in prayer to God; but I want to see more fruit before 
1 am satisfied. May God pour out his Holy Spirit and convert their hearts that they 
may be added to his Church. 

Ever__y Sabbath Day I preach in one of the chapels in the neighbourhood. There is 
great difficulty. Chinamen do not know the blessedness of the Gospel, and we have 
to go everywhere and invite them to come to church. During this year, three young 
men (English) have greatly helped me in inviting the people to come and hear the 
Gospel. For this I am glad. I have been teaching the Chinese language to them for 
near seven months. They are getting on well and can converse a little in the language. 
They go with me every Sunday and to every place. With their help I thus get my 
congregations varying from eighty to 180. Thus do they greatly help me, and but for 
them I should not be able to do half so much on the Sabbath Day; they are sincere 
and faithful young men; they fear no toil nor danger—greatly loving my 
countrymen, and anxious that they should learn Christ's doctrine. I should like two 
or these young men to go to China, for they could learn the language much better 
there. Should they be sent there, it would be good for the Church. May God in his 

 
14  Rev. William Ralston. 

 
 

447 



 
Alien Son 

 
 
mercy soon spread the Gospel in China and everywhere —is the sincere prayer of my 
heart. 
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Author: ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, November 1860.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 

July 29 Went to Little Bendigo; collected a small congregation of Tokeen [Fukien] 
Chinese, to whom I expounded a good portion of Matthew ii. Great attention and 
much interest were exhibited by the hearers, and many expressed their satisfaction at 
my coming back to Ballarat. One of the number seeing me give away a few tracts, 
produced one which he had brought with him and asked me what it was. I perceived 
it was part of a volume entitled Village Sermons [i.e. The Two Friends]. He said the 
volume had been given him by some Europeans who saw him in an English place of 
worship. I told him and others that I hoped they would exert themselves to bring out 
more of their countrymen to hear the Word of God, which they promised to do. 

Editors Note: Of that man Mr Young speaks afterward, mentioning that he was no longer 
a worshipper of idols, and seemed animated by a sincere desire to know the way of truth. 

August 1 Met a man who told me he had seen me at Singapore. He had been in a 
missionary school there. All the religious instruction, however, which he has received, does 
not seem to have raised him above his countrymen. Opium smoking, the bane of hundreds and 
thousands of these people, stands in his way. It has evidently made him very poor  his sullen 
countenance indicates a long addiction to the baneful luxury. 

August 10 On my way home met a Tokeen Chinese, who after nine years residence here 
is anxious to return home. He told me that he was a relative of Tu (a servant I had in China, 
and a convert). He had been acquainted with the missionaries in Amoy, and been in their 
services. I remarked then he must have heard of Jesus Christ? Yes! Who was Jesus Christ? He 
pointed to the sky and said, He is God. The Son of God, I said. Who became man to save us. 
Some little of what missionaries in China teach these heathen people is thus retained upon 
their memories; and who knows but the bread cast upon the waters long ago may yet be found 
after many days. This man has been since a frequent attender on our Sabbath services at Little 
Bendigo. 

August 22 Visited the [Ballarat] Hospital; saw a sick Chinese afflicted with leprosy. 15He 
was in a detached house. I asked him if he had ever heard of the doctrines of Jesus Christ. He 
replied he had, but did not remember them. I gave him a tract. Perceiving A to be in the 
Chinese character, he eagerly caught it up and began to read it. He appeared well pleased with 
my visit. 

August 28. Visited the jail, where I addressed about seven prisoners. They appeared 
August 23 Stopped at a small Chinese temple, and witnessed a Chinese there making 
inquiries at an idol, through a lay priest, as to the result of an application to a European doctor 
in the case of a sick friend; also as to his own future good luck. The officiating priest having 
gone through the forms observed on such occasions, presented the enquirer with a couple of 
divining sticks, which the latter took to an adjoining house, occupied by a fortune teller, and 
obtained from him the answer that corresponded to the numbers marked on the sticks. These 
answers were explained to the enquirer. I had not the opportunity of ascertaining the answers 
nor the fee paid for them. Gave the fortune-teller a tract, and hope, on a future occasion, to 
have a conversation with him. 

 
They blamed the foreigners for selling them opium.  Heard of a poor woman, a European, 

 
15  See Appendix 13. 
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who, with a child, were in great destitution. Her husband (a Chinese) had been arrested at 
Bendigo on suspicion of selling spurious gold, but she had heard nothing from him for several 
weeks. 

Editors Note: Mr Young interested himself in this poor womans case, and through the 
Government Interpreter, traced her husband, who had been discharged for want of evidence, 
and induced him to remit her some money. He was also instrumental in getting a disabled 
Chinese some relief from the [Ballarat] Benevolent Society, and afterwards of getting him 
sent home to his friends in China. 

August 29 Was hailed by a Chinese from inside a tent. I found that he was one of my 
hearers last Sabbath afternoon. He told me that he was a doctor, but that he had given up his 
calling on account of being summoned before the authorities for the ill results of his treatment 
of a Chinese patient. He thought it very hard that such a step should be taken because he was 
not successful; nor did he think their mode of treating cases was proper, for they seemed to be 
guided more by their stethoscopes than by the pulses of their patients (and every man has six 
different kinds of pulses). He could invariably tell whether they were laboring under curable 
or incurable diseases. He wished me to give him £10 to set him up in business, etc. 

September 2 At a fortune-tellers, where I met half a dozen Chinese, some strange 
questions were asked me.  Was it necessary, asked the fortune-teller, if a man wished to 
become a Christian to pay a sum of money? Was it necessary to cut off his tail? And would 
becoming a Christian exempt a Chinese from the payment of the residence fee? I told him 
That Christ did not require a man to part with his tail, nor was it necessary to pay a sum of 
money.16 What was required was, true faith in Jesus Christ; and, as to taxes imposed by the 
State, Christianity taught us to pay them. Then it is of no use to become Christians some of 
them exclaimed. 

September 25 Rev Mr Raston, Wesleyan Minister, called on me this day with Leong 
a Toe, the Chinese Catechist at Castlemaine. The latter told me of the resolution he had come 
to, to leave this country for China, which I told him I very much regretted, as there would be 
no Christian Chinese to take his place; he had laboured successfully at Castlemaine, and had 
been the means of bringing several of his countrymen to the knowledge of the truth. But quite 
as strong and stronger claims are drawing him back to China. Two Chinese who had been 
baptised at Castlemaine are going back to China with him. The idea is indeed pleasing, that of 
Christianised heathen, converted by Gods grace in this country, having here obtained, along 
with the gold that perisheth, the imperishable treasure of the knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Leong looked at my stock of books, and took several copies of those he considered 
most suitable for distribution on board the ship among his Chinese fellow passengers. 

Editors Note: Mr Young has been urging upon the Committee the importance of having a 
School opened where the Chinese might be instructed in the knowledge of English; and still 
more earnestly has been representing the necessity of his labors being sustained and extended 
by the appointment of one or more Native Catechists.  
 
 

 
16  This refers to the general belief that becoming a Christian had a mercenary value or required a 

Chinese to abandon Chineset customs. 
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Author: Cheong Peng-nam 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, July 1865.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
June 16, 1864.  Today I visited the temple of the Sam-Yap clan at Golden Point. There were a 
great number of people in front of it, all in commotion, letting off crackers, and congratulating 
the deified hero Kwan [kuan Gong, Kwan Ti], it being his birthday. The assemblage of people 
was very large. The interpreters were present, managing the ceremonies of the occasion. I 
went in and out of the temple, and saw numbers of the Chinese bowing down before the idol, 
and making obeisance. Seeing me in the temple, many of them appeared displeased, knowing 
full well that I was constantly in the habit of telling the people that God forbad our 
worshipping of idols; and those who offended in this matter would certainly not escape 
punishment. On this occasion, the interior of the temple was furnished in an imposing manner 
with all manner of sacrificial offerings, such as gold, pork, fruits, wine, gilt paper, incense, 
candles, etc; and prayers and praise were offered to a dead man. Alas! such conduct as this 
must arouse the righteous indignation of God. Their folly in this matter is extreme, and their 
sin exceedingly great. Seeing them look indignantly at me, as I went in and out of the temple, 
I felt it useless to say anything to them; as there was such a great confusion of voices, it would 
have been impossible to make oneself heard. In the afternoon, I visited the Hospital and the 
Benevolent Asylum. 
July 12. Early to-day friends came and sat with me. In the course of our conversation, one of 
them remarked how great the reverence was that the Chinese showed to printed paper. 
Learned men constantly showed this extreme reverence by making little presents of 
sweetmeats and fruit to young boys who picked up bits of printed paper and brought them to 
them. These bits of paper are subsequently thrown into the fire to be consumed, so as to 
prevent their being trodden under foot, which is considered extremely disrespectful to 
literature; hence, properly educated Chinese never suffer any paper that has writing upon it to 
lie upon the ground, but pick it up and consign it to the flames. 
July 17. Spoke to the people in the chapel from the 8th Chapter of John, 30th to 36th verses. I 
had above 30 hearers. 
July 18. Fell in with several new arrivals from China to-day. I began immediately to speak to 
them about God, the Maker of heaven and earth and all things, and the duty of all men to 
worship Him and seek His protection. As the new-comers had just arrived in this country, I 
told them that they ought to pray to God to give them success in their mining matters, so that 
they might earn enough money to enable them to return to their native villages, and rejoin 
their parents, wives, and families. I told them that I hoped they would all believe in Jesus, the 
Saviour of the world, and seek the pardon of their sins in His name; so would their souls at 
length ascend to heaven, and enjoy eternal happiness, which would be ten thousand times 
better than the getting of gold. After this I visited other places, and got home in the afternoon. 
July 21. From early morning until midday, occupied conversing with visitors at my house. I 
spoke to them about the truths of Gods word, praying with them, and imploring God to 
forgive their sins and grant them happiness. In the afternoon, went to the different claims 
about Golden Point, to converse with the miners; but I found them all fully occupied, and one 
at leisure to listen to any conversation. In the evening returned home. 
July 27. Engaged this forenoon in conversing with friends, who called at my house, about 
gospel truths. In the afternoon, went to a number of shops in the Main-road [Ballarat East], 
and pointed out to the people the great evil of opium smoking. I urged them speedily to give 
up the habit. Some of them said they were aware of the injury they received from it but felt 
they could not give it up. Others said that the their smoking of opium was not worse than the 
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drinking of spirits indulged in by Europeans in hotels. It was in this way they entertained 
guests, and talked over worldly affairs. I told them of the power opium had of gradually 
undermining their constitutions; and as body and soul were endangered thereby, why did they 
not believe the doctrines of the gospel, and trust in the name of Jesus to deliver them from this 
practice of entertaining guests. They would then find peace in this world, and life everlasting 
in heaven. Would not this be delightful? 
July 20. Went to see some sick folks at one of the market gardens on Little Bendigo. Spoke to 
them of Jesus coming into the world to deliver us from sin and misery. Sick people had their 
sins too, and ought to believe in Him, and to worship the one living and true God. Spoke to 
them for about two hours and then went to other market gardens and tents. At dusk returned 
home. 
August 8. This afternoon went out into the streets to distribute tracts. Told the people 
about Jesus raising the dead, and giving sight to the blind; told them that those who believed 
in Jesus would live though they were dead, and be enlightened by Him though they were 
blind. On the contrary, those who did not believe in Him were dead, although they were 
living, and were blind although they could see. 
August 27. Went to the Main-road. In one of the opium shops there, I fell in with several 
people, who were engaged in friendly chat. I remarked that the thing most valued under the 
heavens by men was gold; but there was something ten thousand times more precious than 
gold; did they know what that thing was? They all replied, We know nothing that is of more 
value than that. I told them that it was the soul they had in them; and that which the soul had 
for its support was the work of Jesus Christ. Resting upon that, it would come to the 
enjoyment of everlasting bliss in heaven. I then told them about Christs coming into the 
world. After I had told them these things, I proceeded to other places. 
August 31. Two or three men came to my house from a distance; hearing that I had 
recently returned from China, they wished to know the latest news from that country. I told 
them the latest news I had to give them was, that God had opened the door for proclaiming the 
Gospel in all parts of the land. At Canton and many other places, the Chinese were embracing 
Christianity. This, I remarked, constituted the happiness of China. I then gave them tracts, On 
Heaven, Earth and Man, and Dialogues between Two Friends, telling them of Gods love to 
men in sending Jesus to die for their sins. 
October 6. Went this day to some of the shops in China-street, Fiery Creek, to 
distribute tracts and teach the truth. I also visited some of the opium shops, where I 
found a number of people, and to whom I spoke about our Saviours coming into the 
world and assuming the nature of man, that He might in that nature make an 
atonement for mans sin. While thus engaged, all of sudden a fortune-teller came up, 
the same man who last year had a discussion with me at Golden Point. On this 
occasion, he commenced by alluding to case of gross immorality among some 
Europeans. What kind of religion must theirs be? said he. True believers, said I, are 
not guilty of the immorality you allude to; you are just talking at random. Assuredly 
not, said he, and then related particulars. I replied, On this wide earth we have 
everywhere good and bad people. What you relate may or may not be true. If true, it 
is a very scandalous affair, and one which, among those who believe in Jesus, would 
be condemned. I closed what I had to say to him with some observations on the 
sinfulness of worshipping idols. He replied, God himself was but an idol; if one 
worshipped God, then God was invested with divinity; if one worshipped an idol, 
then the idol was invested with divinity; if a man even sincerely worshipped a stone, 
the stone would become divine, and would be able to acquaint him about what was 
good and evil. Then you admit, said I, that you Buddhas and idols are equally 
senseless with stone. How stupid, then, is it for a living mortal to bow down to a 
stone! According to your own statement, a stone is possessed of greater intelligence 
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than a man, yet our wise men of China have said that man is the intelligent soul of 
the universe; but you seem to suppose that he is inferior to a stone in intelligence. Do 
you think yourself more stupid than a stone? As I was leaving, I heard him say 
behind my back, I cannot refute his arguments; but when he wants us to give up the 
worship of idols, his statements must be combated. 
October 9. LORDS Day. Went in the forenoon to a shop on the Main-road, the master of 
which had prepared a roasted pig, which he was about to convey to the temple of Pok-te. One 
of the persons present in the shop said, We are going today to worship the good Shang-te, who 
is supremely majestic and divine. In life he was a true hero, and had the posthumous title of 
Pok-te conferred upon him by one of the emperors; he is also called Shang-te. I felt inclined to 
open my mouth and argue with him; but seeing the master of the shop thoroughly bent on 
doing honor to the god Pok-te, and seeing him eye me with indignation, I refrained doing so, 
and went off to another place, where I fell in with a number of Chinese, to whom I gave away 
several tracts, telling them at the same time about God, the Maker of heaven and earth, and of 
Jesus, the Saviour of the world. In the afternoon, I addressed a congregation of thirty persons, 
in our chapel, from the 14th, 15th and 16th verses of the 3rd chapter of the Gospel of John. 
October 21.  Went about Golden Point, and spoke to the people about Gods great 
mercy and grace in saving those that believe in Jesus Christ; told them that those who 
led wicked lives hindered the progress of the truth, and incurred Gods displeasure. 
Paul had said that the wrath of God was manifested from heaven against ungodly 
and unrighteous men who opposed the truth. In the afternoon several visitors came 
to my house. I spoke to them of God as the God of peace. In whatever country the 
Gospel prevailed, there peace was sure to be enjoyed. In the Gospel of Matthew it is 
said, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God. 
October 24. On the Main-road, as I was distributing tracts, I met a man in one of the shops 
who was buying idol-candles, to whom I presented a tract on idolatry. I took occasion to tell 
him that an idol was but an inanimate thing; and when a living mortal fell on the ground 
before such a senseless object, and worshipped, he was not unlike the object itself. I exhort all 
who hear me to believe in Jesus, and to bow before the one true and living God. I then went 
further on, and discoursed about Gods method of saving the world. 
November 1. This day, had visitors at my house. Conversation with them on general topics 
led to the discussion of religious subjects. The doctrines of the Gospel, I said, had a tendency 
to produce harmony amongst men. Those who ruled were enabled thereby, through Gods help, 
to advance the interests of the kingdom they governed; those who administered justice, to do 
so impartially; fathers became compassionate, and sons filial; elder and younger brethren 
attached and respectful; husbands and wives became amiable and yielding, princes 
condescending, and ministers faithful  all these effects the Gospel produced; without it, they 
could not be produced. After I had spoken to them, they took leave and went away. I then 
proceeded to the Hospital and the Benevolent Asylum. 
November 2. Went to the Main-road, and thence proceeded to the Canadian, where I 
distributed tracts, and spoke to the people on the subject of the second coming of our Lord, 
when the dead shall be called forth from their graves, in order to receive, every one, according 
to the deeds done in the body, whether good or bad. The awards of that day, whether 
happiness or misery, will be irrevocable and eternal. I visited about twelve or thirteen 
dwellings, and at dusk returned home. 
November 21.  Visited the Hospital and Benevolent Asylum, and spoke to the inmates about 
the duty of praying without ceasing. Thence went to the Main-road, and dwelt on the 
importance of knowing ones own sins. I visited between seven and eight shops. 
November 28. I remained at home, conversing with some visitors. The subject was 
idolatry  and God had forbidden it. In the afternoon, I visited a barbers shop; two or 
three men were in it; I began to tell them about the Maker of all things, that He had 
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sent Jesus to save our world, and to redeem us from sin. One of the number said, I 
suppose the God you speak of is Yuk-Wong. No, I replied, Yuk-Wong was a mere 
man. Well, I dont know who he was. he said, but he is now enthroned in heaven. You 
say he is in heaven  do you know the history of this personage? I asked. No, I do not 
know. he rejoined. I then told him that he was certain person called Cheong-E, who 
was posthumously advanced to that honor by a Chinese emperor at the request of 
one of his ministers; and this affair is nothing more than a cheat, invented by Satan to 
deceive men. Where is the earthly monarch, I asked, Who can elevate a dead subject 
of his to heavenly dignity? Let me ask you which is the greater the Being who is 
heavens Supreme, or the mortal who governs an earthly kingdom? Certainly, he 
replied, the Being in heaven. We never hear, I added, of the inferior exalting a 
superior. There are emperors who promote inferior officers; but we never hear of 
inferior officers promoting emperors. 
December 1. To-day distributed several tracts at Golden Point, and spoke to the receivers 
of the tracts about the prevailing power of truth over error, using as an illustration the history 
of Elijah and the false prophets of Baal. 
December 17. In the forenoon, engaged with Mr Young till half-past twelve o’clock, after 
which I went home. At two o’clock in the afternoon I went to the Main-road and distributed 
tracts. Gave also to the lepers their weekly allowance of money from the Benevolent Asylum. 

 I spoke to them of the love of God in sending His Son to suffer for the sins of men, in 
order that their souls might be saved. Now, although you are afflicted with an incurable 
disease, still you may entertain a hope of salvation for your souls by faith in Jesus. 
December 29.  To-day visitors came to my house, with whom I engaged in conversation 
concerning the truths of Christianity. I told them that they would assuredly spread throughout 
the world; every one who received the Saviour’s doctrines would obtain eternal life, but those 
who rejected them would be condemned. In the afternoon had a long conversation with the 
keeper of a Chinese temple, a firm believer in idol worship. At the close of our conversation, I 
told him that a Chinese holding a similar position with himself had some years ago become a 
believer in Jesus. If Christianity were not true, it could not supplant what was false; but it is 
indeed true  there cannot be the least doubt of that. 
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Author: ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, April 1865.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
THE CHINESE MISSION.  THE CHINESE AT CRESWICK 
On the 22nd of December last [1864], I proceeded to Creswick to visit the Chinese 
residents in that district. I remained there a whole week, and was, with my little 
daughter, hospitably entertained by the Rev J B Steel, who also kindly undertook to 
defray our travelling expenses to and from Creswick. The principal encampments of 
the Chinese having been pointed out to me by Mr. Steel, I embraced the earliest 
opportunity of visiting these people. According to their own estimate, the Chinese 
number about 1000 souls in this district. The largest number congregated together is 
to be met with in Black Lead encampment, called by some China Town. If purchases 
are to be made by Chinese residing the flats and gullies, they wend their way to this 
little town of theirs to make them. It looks clean. 

Their main street is not unlike the main street of the Chinese encampment on Golden 
Point [Ballarat], lined on each side with shops and dwelling-houses, among which are 
conspicuous those nurseries of vice; opium and gambling houses. The first visit paid to this 
town, which was on the afternoon after my arrival, was simply for the purpose of a 
reconnoitre; I wanted more to inspect the place than anything else; but here and there I spoke 
to a few; and told them the purpose of my visit to the district. On my second visit I took tracts 
along with me, which I distributed among the people from house to house, conversing also 
with them on the momentous subject of Christianity, testifying against the vices so common 
among the Chinese, and shewing them the necessity of repentance and faith in Christ. Some 
few showed a disposition to ridicule, and to turn to jest expressions that fell from my lips; but 
they soon gave this up upon being gently reprimanded, and when they came to know who I 
was. Two or three Chinese who had known me in Ballarat, and who now gave me a hearty 
welcome, soon blazoned about the place what my profession was, and the position I occupied, 
and the consequence was a very respectful demeanour towards me by the generality. 

The next visit paid the town was in company with the Rev. Mr. Pollard, a Church of 
England minister who takes a very lively interest in the welfare of the Chinese. 

We took some tracts with us, and a few copies of the New Testament. The first shop we 
encountered was a gambling shop; a good many people were in at the time. On seating 
ourselves, I made some introductory remarks, and then proceeded to read them a discourse in 
the colloquial on the depravity of mans nature, founded on the text, there is none good, no, not 
one. Very deep attention was paid to me while thus engaged, by the large group assembled; 
and some parts of the discourse they appeared evidently to feel very appropriate to their own 
state. At the conclusion we gave them a few tracts, and a copy or two of the New Testament. 

My reverend companion was highly delighted with what he saw and noticed on this 
occasion. He told me that he had often tried to get into conversation with the Chinese when he 
met them, but could never go beyond the length of saying to them, How do you do? The 
weather is hot. or The weather is cold. Beyond that, whatever was said in English was not 
understood by them, and consequently conversation soon came to a deadlock.  

In the afternoon Mr. Pollard kindly accompanied me to the hospital. There was one 
Chinese patient only in the institution, all the rest were Europeans. While my friend was 
engaged in seeing and conversing with the latter, I was engaged in conversation with the 
former. When this man entered the hospital, his case was considered almost hopeless. he was 
a miner; and while engaged one day at his occupation, a large quantity of earth fell in upon 
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him, fracturing one of his legs.17 
 A Chinese doctor was called to attend him; but instead of doing any good to the sufferer, 

did an immense deal of harm and was paid for it the sum of £10. Gangrene had now set in; 
and in the state, as a last resort, his friends applied for his admission into the hospital. With 
the blessing of God on the skilful treatment of the resident surgeon, who amputated the 
mortifying limb, the patient whose life seemed to by hanging on a thread  gradually recovered; 
and when I saw him he looked stout and well, and was able to use his crutches. I spoke to him 
of the goodness of God in thus mercifully preserving his life, and bringing him into an 
institution where he was so well cared for; and perceiving him to be a man of some education, 
I presented him with a few tracts and a copy of the New Testament, reading also portions here 
and there to him. He seemed most gratified with my visit, and thanked me for the books I gave 
him. He told me that his friends had purposed raising a sufficient sum of money among 
themselves to enable him to return to his relatives in China. Should he return I think he will 
have much to tell them of Christian kindness shown him in the institution of which he has 
been for a long time an inmate. He spoke in high terms of the resident surgeons skill and 
kindness, but inveighed with much warmth against the Chinese doctors incompetency and 
extravagant charges. 

The other encampment, called the Portuguese Flat encampment, I also visited. It is a very 
small one. The reception given me by the inmates of the several dwellings visited was very 
cordial. There was nothing of the bustle and hurry here that one witnesses in China Town; so I 
had a better opportunity of conversing with and reading to the people, who were very 
attentive; nothing occurred to interrupt their hearing or my speaking. Several tracts were given 
away, which were well received. One dwelling, on this flat, I could not help being struck with. 
As I entered, the air of neatness and cleanliness that presented itself within formed a very 
agreeable contrast to what is usually seen in Chinese dwellings. The occupant politely offered 
me a chair; and my proposing to read a discourse to him, reached a chair for himself, and, 
drawing it near to the table, he sat beside me, listening with the greatest interest and attention. 
After I had read, a conversation ensured on general subjects, when he related to me several 
circumstances in connection with his own history, which it would be too lengthy to narrate 
here. He is married to a European woman; and I understood him to say he had also a wife in 
China; that having been a good many years in this country, and having no prospects of being 
able to return to China, he thought he would form a matrimonial alliance in this country also; 
a thing not unfrequently done by Chinese who migrate from their native land to this and other 
colonies and settlements. On leaving his house I visited some others, in all which I had reason 
to be satisfied, both with my reception and the attention paid to the truth. 

On the afternoon of the Lords day, I again visited the China Town, and addressed a large 
group of Chinese. In the absence of a suitable place to convene the people in, I seated myself 
under the verandah of a shop, where I was well screened from the burning rays of the sun, and 
began to deliver my discourse. In a little time 40 or 50 persons were attracted to the spot, and 
listened, on the whole, with a good deal of decorum. After I had done, I gave the few tracts I 
had with me to those who appeared willing to receive them. One of the Chinese wags began to 
jest at what was said, but he was quickly silenced by a bystander, who inflicted on him a 
salutary rebuke. May the Lord bless his own truth, which has been sown amidst much 
imperfection and weakness on the soil of the heathen mind, and cause it to produce some good 
fruit. In the evening, at the request of Mr Steel, I preached in English to the Presbyterian 
Church in the township, giving the congregation assembled on the occasion an account of the 
Chinese Mission in Ballarat, and advocating its claims. The attendance was pretty numerous, 
and much interest was manifested in the Mission. 

Note:  Pollard was active in the Victoria Chinese Mission and had known Mr Young 
since 1855. The two had been associated in a short-lived Anglican Chinese mission in Little 

 
17  See Appendix 16. 
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Author: ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, March 1865.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
DIFFICULTIES OF THE WORK 
Since the date of the last report of Mission operations among the Chinese, submitted by me, 
the usual religious services every Sabbath-day in the Chinese chapel have been 
uninterruptedly kept up, both by the catechist and myself; the attendance at these services 
however, has not come up to the former average, notwithstanding the Chinese have been 
urged and invited to come to them. 

Several causes have operated to produce this thinness of attendance. The natural dislike of 
the carnal mind to whatever is spiritual and divine is doubtless the principal. A religion that is 
constantly inculcating repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus, as their basis of 
hope and ground of happiness in this world and the world to come, cannot be supposed will 
possess much attraction in the eyes of heathen men, who emphatically mind earthly things 
only; and the preachers of such a religion will not, unless God renews the hearts of the 
heathen, draw many of them to them. 

The Lords-day, is, in fact, in very great measure, employed by the Chinese in ordinary 
trading. Some shop-people do business on this day just as openly as on week days; others, 
whose shops are contiguous to European dwellings, do so stealthily. Business with them on 
this day is often brisker than on the other days of the week. Numbers of them also allege that 
the Lords-day is the only day on which they can attend to their various domestic 
arrangements, and as we go round inviting them to come to the chapel, we invariably find 
them occupied in mending their shoes, repairing their mining implements, chopping wood, or 
plaiting their hair, and on the ground of their being so engaged, excuse their non-attendance at 
our chapel. Some few, however, of these contrive to be in time to attend at least part of our 
services. But the attractions of the gambling and opium shops keep away by far the greatest 
number. It is here that the greatest throngs of the Chinese are met with, whether on Sundays or 
week days.  

Under these circumstances it is scarcely to be wondered at that our chapel is often thinly 
attended. On this account, the plan is adopted of visiting the Chinese in the forenoon of every 
Lords-day in their tents and shops; and in the afternoon (after the services in the chapel are 
over) at the gaol, the [benevolent] asylum, and the hospital. In this way a goodly number are 
brought under the sound of the Gospel on the day of rest. 

Amongst the poor and diseased I have found, generally, the most attentive listeners to the 
preached word; softened down by affliction, they are much more disposed to listen to the truth 
than those that are hale and strong; and some of them show great gratitude for the visits that 
are paid them. A kind friend promptly responded to an appeal made to him on behalf of the 
poor lepers in the hospital reserve, and sent me not long ago a large bundle containing useful 
second-hand wearing apparel, which I distributed among these unfortunate sufferers, whose 
eyes glistened with pleasure on the receipt of the welcome articles. Clad in the recently 
obtained garments, they look much more comfortable and tidy; and when I complimented 
them on their improved appearance, faces that had worn no smile for many a long day, were 
now lit up with joy, and for the first time I heard them give vent to loud laughs of gladness. 

Perhaps I may be allowed to mention also the kindness of another friend, who, as 
regularly as the Lords day comes round, visits these poor lepers in the afternoon, speaks some 
kind words to them in English, and presents them each with a small bouquet of flowers, and 
oftentimes with something more substantial even than these. Acts like these speak forcibly to 
the hearts of these sufferers; and more than once I have heard them lauding the disinterested 
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kindness of their benefactor. The number of Chinese lepers in this township is seven, and all 
standing in need of help. To one-half at least of these cases, weekly pecuniary relief is 
afforded by the Benevolent Asylum. 

Latterly I have received several visits from the Amoy Chinese. Having been instrumental, 
through the aid of a former colleague, in opening up communication between them and their 
relatives and friends in China, from whom they had had no tidings for many a long year, 
whenever they have letters to send to their country they come to me to get them forwarded, 
readily paying all expenses incurred in posting them. The correspondence that has now sprung 
up between them and their friends in China has already had one good effect. It has made some 
of them more careful of the money they earn. Instead of spending it recklessly, they lay it by, 
in the hope of ultimately accumulating a sufficient sum to enable them to return to Amoy. 
Their frequent visits to my house afford me frequent opportunity of communicating religious 
instruction to them, and giving them tracts and copies of the New Testament, which are 
always thankfully received. 

The Chinese prisoners have also been regularly visited in the gaol. Their numbers, I am 
sorry to state, are on the increase; and the increase is not to be wondered at while the two 
prolific sources of crime (gambling and opium smoking) continue so universally to prevail. 
They are attentive to what is said to them from the Word of God, and occasionally tracts are 
given to them to read. There are at present about twenty-three prisoners in the gaol; the greater 
number of them are undergoing shorter or longer sentences for theft and vagrancy. 
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Author: ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, June 1866.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
MISSIONARY VISIT TO THE CHINESE AT PLEASANT CREEK [Stawell] AND 
ARARAT 
On the 26th October last I started for Ararat, and immediately on my arrival called on 
the Chinese interpreter and told him the object which had brought me to Ararat. He 
kindly offered his services to pilot me to the different Chinese encampments 
whenever his official duties were over, provided he got the Warden’s permission. 

On the 27th I visited the hospital, but found only one Chinese patient there, all the rest 
being Europeans. The patient was an Amoy Chinese. He was suffering from a severe attack of 
dysentery, which came upon him while he was shearing sheep on one of the stations. He 
seemed to know me, but it was only from report. He began to tell the wardsman what I had 
been doing for the Chinese generally, and especially for one who came from the same part of 
China as himself, and who to this day is residing on my premises. I felt surprised at the 
minuteness with which he related particulars. If our teachings at Ballarat are reported in the 
interior as minutely as some of our doings appear to be, then great hopes may be entertained 
of a rapid spread of the knowledge of Gods truth among this people. I endeavoured to impart 
to this man some knowledge of the leading truths of the Bible. 

On the 28th I left Ararat for Pleasant Creek. The following day (Lords Day) I went with 
Mr. Matthew.18 

 to his Chinese Sabbath-school at the Deep Lead. After the Chinese received their usual 
lessons in the English language, I gave them an address in their own tongue, which was 
listened to with a great degree of interest and attention. The number of hearers, which was, I 
understand, much larger than on ordinary occasions, might be about 35 persons. The 
advancement made by the regular attendants at this school, in English spelling and reading, 
was very creditable. If they persevere in their attendance, Mr. Matthew and his coadjutors in 
this work may be able to do them some good by conveying religious instruction to them 
through the medium of the English language. 

On the following day Mr. Matthew kindly drove me to several places where small knots 
of Chinese were to be met with. I read some of the tracts which I had with me to them, which 
interested them very much. to those who appeared able to read, a few copies were given, 
which were received with eagerness. The number of Chinese at Pleasant Creek is very small, 
and they live scattered. At the Deep Lead there are about 70 persons, and at Seventy Foot 
about 60. The population is composed of Sam-Yap, Heang-Yap and Su-Yap Chinese; the 
latter are the most numerous. They are mostly miners; whatever their clan may be; four of the 
Chinese have followed the occupation of shopkeepers, and five that of market-gardeners. 
After but a brief stay at Pleasant Creek I returned to Ararat. 

The time I spent at Ararat was over a week, visiting the principal encampment a good 
many times, as well as the gaol, the hospital, and the scattered groups of Chinese. One public 
service on Lords Day, according to previous announcement made to the Chinese, I held in the 
Chinese camp, Port Fairy-road. On that occasion, through the kind assistance of the Chinese 
interpreter, I got the use of an unoccupied Chinese club-house, to which the interpreter invited 
a number of his countrymen that they might hear the discourse I intended to give them. 
Between 30 and 40 persons came. They listened with apparent interest, and the major portion 
remained until the offering of the prayer, which concluded the religious service. It was raining 

 
18  The Rev. William Matthew see Chapter 3. 
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heavily at the time, otherwise the audience would have been larger. I proceeded to the gaol. 
Here I had eight Chinese prisoners for my audience. They listened very respectfully, and with 
a good degree of interest.  

One of the prisoners I addressed in the Malay language, that being better understood by 
him than the Chinese. He seemed very much impressed with what I said to him. He 
acknowledged that he was a sinner, and declared that he looked to God for the pardon of his 
sins. I told him we must seek for pardon only in the name of Jesus, the Son of God. I had a 
long and interesting conversation with him, and must say I have not yet met one among the 
Chinese who seemed so ready to acknowledge his sins and the justice of God in his dealings 
with him. 

Saturday, the 4th Nov. I paid a visit to Opossum Gully. A Chinese storekeeper in the 
township very kindly let me have the use of his horse and spring-cart, and the Chinese 
interpreter obligingly drove me to the Gully. On arriving there, we left the cart under a tree, 
and entered into a Chinese shop. I was introduced to the shopkeeper by the interpreter, who 
explained to him and other Chinese who were present the special object of my visit.  

The Chinese who reside here are Amoy men, numbering about 30 persons. Most of them 
were at this time engaged in sheep-shearing, in which occupation one or two of them, I have 
been told, excel in a good degree. At the time of my arrival there were eight or ten Chinese; 
the rest were engaged as above stated, and I was told they would not be back until sundown. I 
gave those who were at the time in the gully about half an hour or more to collect themselves 
together.  

During that interval I set myself to visit the residents on the spot, of whom there were 
altogether twelve persons. One of them six months ago lost his wife (a European woman) who 
died of consumption in the Ararat Hospital. She has left three children, two boys and one girl. 
I began to speak to this Malay in his own language. He listened willingly, and betrayed no 
symptoms of impatience at hearing Jesus called the Son of God, and superiority claimed for 
him above Mahomet.  

On leaving this man, I proceeded to the residence of another Malay, a married man. His 
wife is Malay, too, the first Malay woman I have seen on the goldfields. There were two other 
Malays also in the house, which, from the apparatus for opium-smoking I saw there, I took to 
be an opium-shop. I spoke to the inmates here about the fall of man, and the advent of the 
Saviour to save us from sin. One of them spoke of Mahomet as being his prophet. I told him 
Mahomet was a sinner too, and needed salvation. This he could not deny. Salvation, I said, 
was to be obtained in Christ alone. I was listened to during the whole interview with great 
attention; and the Malay woman appeared interested too, and interjected a good many remarks 
as I was speaking. I told them I regretted I had not some good book to give them to read. Ah! 
Is it the Koran you mean? said one of them. No. I replied, but some book that will teach you 
of Jesus. 

After leaving this house I returned to the Chinese shopkeepers. On my way, I met another 
Malay, an intelligent looking man. I told him the purport of my visit, which was to teach men 
to believe in Jesus Christ, that they might attain to real happiness. Well, he said, I don’t care 
what Padrees (ministers) say, or what anyone else may say; this I am certain of, that whoever 
does Gods will is sure to be happy. Very true, I replied, And this is Gods will, that men should 
repent and believe in Christ; and in this way they will most assuredly become happy. Are you 
very sure of that? said he, eyeing me in a keen and scrutinising manner. He was plainly not 
inclined to look for happiness to Jesus, but to Mahomet. I told him I regretted to see his 
countrymen here in such reduced circumstances. He said his countrymen had not been looking 
forward to the future in their money-making days, but had given themselves up to gambling 
and other indulgences; and in this he did not seem inclined to blame them, for he thought 
when men made money they might spend it as they liked. God, he said, sent fortunes, and he 
also sent misery. I told him misery was of mans own making; he must not blame God for the 
misery a man brought upon himself by squandering his wealth in gambling, opium-smoking, 
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and immorality. God was not the author of such misery, and when he gave us wealth it was to 
do and get good with it. to all this he readily assented; but still he seemed to think a little 
indulgence given to sensual appetites was not wrong; and he acknowledged that he himself 
had given way to such gratifications. This man was altogether as staunch a Mahometan as 
ever I have met, exceedingly shrewd, self-justifying, and self-confident. 

As a group of Chinese had already assembled at the storekeepers, and were waiting for 
me, I took leave of the Malay, and went to address them. By the time I got to the store there 
were about eight of them collected together [no more than originally present]. The greater part 
of them were seated under the verandah, and two or three were inside the store. I gave them a 
few tracts, and then addressed them. I reminded them of the day of retribution, when every 
man would be judged according to his works. Several of them paid marked attention.  

At the Chinese store just mentioned two European young men were present. In the course 
of conversation with them, I asked them to what denomination of Christians they belonged 
whether to the Wesleyan or the Presbyterian. To neither of them, they said, for they were 
Protestants. I very much fear that not a few who live in these secluded spots, though 
professedly Christian, are raised very little above the heathen, either in Christian knowledge 
or in Christian practice. After my visits were finished, I was driven back to Ararat. I was 
gratified at having met with these people, speaking different languages, and being able to tell 
them something of the truths of Gods Word, which may the Holy Spirit bless to them. 

A day or two after, I hired a vehicle, in order to visit the Chinese residing at Armstrong 
and the different gullies, distant six or seven miles from Ararat. The groups of Chinese I found 
to be very much scattered. Their dwellings are little huts of bark, enclosed by a fence of gum-
tree saplings, about five or six feet high, to protect them from the strong and sudden winds 
that blow here. In these enclosures I found the Chinese mostly disengaged, giving me an 
excellent opportunity for engaging in conversation with them on Scriptural subjects, and 
reading them some of my sermons, which were listened to with great interest, and I hope some 
profit. Tracts were given them, which were well received. Conversations, too, were held with 
straggling parties, going from one place to another, who were not a little delighted with what 
was communicated to them of Christian teaching. I gave a book to one such straggler, who 
thanked me most heartily for the gift. He was one of those who had received Christian 
instruction in Hong Kong, and who, I was glad to perceive, had not forgotten what was taught 
him there. He told me had renounced the worship of idols. There is a small sprinkling of such 
persons among the Chinese population in this country, who, if brought under more regular 
Christian instruction, would not be long, I think, before they were won to embrace publicly 
the Christian faith. 

According to the statistics I was able to procure of the Chinese population at Pleasant 
Creek and Ararat, it would appear that there are at the former place about 200 Chinese, and at 
the latter place 900. The bulk of these people are miners; the rest are storekeepers, carters, 
butchers, restaurant-keepers, shoemakers, carpenters, candle-makers, doctors, opium-dealers 
and barbers. 

Wm Young. 
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Author:  ‘Rev.’ William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, June 1866.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
LEPERS AT CLAYTONS HILL, BALLARAT 
 
See notes at Appendix 16. 
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Author: Rev. William Hill, Methodist Minister, 

Chairman of Castlemaine and Sandhurst District. 
Category: Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine, Daylesford and Ballaarat 
Provenance: Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society Reports, 

1867, p 11.  
Location: Uniting Church,Church Records and Historical Society, Archives 

and Research Centre, 3 Blackwood Place, North Parramatta 2151 
O 
f this Mission the Chairman of the Castlemaine and Sandhurst District reports as follows: -
During the past year Leong on Tong has been very assiduous in his labours among his 
countrymen. He has regularly conducted Divine worship on the Sabbath at the Mission Chapel 
in Castlemaine, and during the week has visited the various Chinese encampments to impart 
instruction in the principles of Christianity, Visits have also been made to Daylesford and 
Ballaarat for tho purpose of holding religious service. We rejoice to state that this mission is 
still fruitful in results. Six converts from heathenism were baptised into the Christian faith by 
the Rev. E. King, on Sunday 31st March. The experience of these candidates was translated 
into English by the Rev. Mr. Piercy of Canton. Mr. Piercy says: "I am greatly impressed with 
the importance of this work among the Chinese in Australia. The papers now sent will shew 
you more and more, I think, the value of your Native Agency. I am particularly struck with the 
freshness and clearness of your converts' statements, and their general apparent sincerity. 
When will you, (Mr. P. esquires) "have a young Englishman or Australian superintending this 
work, and speaking to these Chinamen with the freedom of a native's tongue? O that you had 
such a man! What a noble work he might do for the people with you, and for this land! He 
might train men, who, on their return to China, would be of great service to these masses." 

In the Sandhurst District, James Ah Ling has laboured amongst the Chinese, with great 
acceptance and some success. One convert has been baptised during the year, and another now 
seeks admission into the Church. The result of another year's experience has been, more than 
ever to confirm our faith in the value and importance of evangelistic efforts among the 
Chinese residents of Victoria. In view of the growing importance of this Mission the grant for 
the current year is£200. 
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Author: Rev. William Matthew 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat, Maryborough 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, December 1867.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
Sunday 29 November 1867. In the afternoon went to the Chinese camp, which is a large 
one, there being about 1200 Chinese in the immediate neighbourhood of Maryborough. A 
Chinese blacksmith kindly gave us the use of his place for the meeting. It was crowded  and 
with few exceptions the countenances of those present bore witness to the interest they felt in 
the proceedings. 

The doctor of the camp, who, judging from his intelligent look and gentlemanly bearing, 
was well entitled to the respect universally accorded him by his countrymen, was present at 
the service. At the conclusion of it he came forward and shook me warmly by the hand. I 
subsequently called upon his at his house. 

The blacksmith and a few others who remained after the service expressed themselves as 
desirous of knowing more about our doctrines, and of acquiring, if possible, an acquaintance 
with English letters. The former produced from his box, where he had them carefully 
preserved, Dr. Devan’s Vocabulary and Rev W. Chalmer’s Dictionary of the Canton Dialect. 
He was keeping them so carefully, he said, in the hope that they would one day be of service 
to him in his study of the English language. They all seemed pleased to hear that the object of 
my visit was to see about the settlement of a catechist among them.  

In sad contrast to this was the sight of several young men and boys (Europeans) mingling 
and associating with the lowest in the camp. I was so struck by what I saw that I made 
enquiries, and found, notwithstanding the evident reluctance of the Chinese to give the 
information, that the oldest of these young men were the brothers-in-law to the local 
interpreter, and that, taking advantage of this relationship to him, they hand about the camp, 
on the alert to entrap visitors and allure them into the gambling-houses. Of the truth of this 
statement, we had the best of evidence in our visit to the camp. One of the young men, seeing 
Paul [Paul Ng Chan Quong] to   be a stranger and respectably dressed, came up to him and 
said to him coaxingly, Ni loi tu pok ah? (Will you come and have a game with me?) 
Receiving a rather unexpected rebuff, he went away muttering his curses in broken Chinese. 
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Author:  Leong on Tong 
Category: Wesleyan Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine 
Provenance: Wesleyan Missionary Notices, London, September 1868. 
Location: Uniting Church (New South Wales Synod) Church Records and 

Historical Society, Archives and Research Centre, 3 Blackwood 
Place, North Parramatta 2151 

 
Sunday June 7 1868 afternoon.  Preached in the Chinese church, twenty-four present. Text 
Romans X.11-13. Evening. Rev Edward King baptised six Chinese, after the service they all 
assembled at my house, with six others. I explained to them Ephesians ii:19-22. 'Now then ye 
are no more strangers and foreigners.' I comforted them and prayed with them and all went 
home with thankful hearts. 
Leong On Tong's address (at baptism). 
I am very glad to meet you here tonight for I have found some sheep which had gone astray, 
and I wish you to rejoice with me and the angels in heaven. 
I had been long toiling, and had caught nothing; but at the word of my Master I still let down 
the net, and now I present to you six brothers who come here to-night to ask for Christian 
baptism. Their hearts were once dark and hard; but God has shined into their hearts. They 
have sorrowed for their sins and believe in Jesus; and now they are forgiven. I do not take the 
glory of this great change. The omnipotent God has done it. He can raise up stones unto 
Abraham can alone do it. But I am greatly encouraged to go on labouring for Him, trusting 
that he will still send His Holy Spirit with His preached word. 

It is very hard to change old-established opinions. My countrymen have been accustomed 
all their lives to worship idols and dead men; and they think it is a hard saying when I tell 
them to turn from these vanities to service the living God and that God will punish them 
everlastingly if they continue in their evil ways. As it was in the days of our Lord so it is now. 
Some seed falls by the ways-side, some on stony ground, and some on the good soil. May the 
Lord prepare the hearts of my countrymen to receive the Word, and may multitudes hear and 
receive and bring forth fruit abundantly, to the glory of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Author: Rev.George Mackie, Secretary of Board of Management. 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Maryborough 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 
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It was my privilege last Lords Day, 14th inst. to take part in the public baptism of one of our 
Chinese colonists at Maryborough, a short account of our mission work among the Chinese 
might not be unacceptable to the readers of the Messenger. 
1.  Friday last I set out for Maryborough by way of Ballarat. Arrived at Ballarat, 
in company with Rev D [Duncan] Fraser and [Cheong] Peng Nam I visited the 
Chinese camp and the lepers. The work of evangelisation is steadily progressing. 
Between public teaching from the Scriptures on Sabbath and weekdays in the chapel, 
the hospital, and the gaol, and visitations from house to house, our missionary’s time 
is well filled up. He keeps a daily account of his work in Chinese and English, and 
Mr. Fraser regularly inspects this journal. It is gratifying to know that one of the most 
important and influential men on the camp is a candidate for baptism. 
2. The lepers, though somewhat better attended to than last year in regard to food and 
clothing, are still living in the same miserable habitations, if they can be called such, which 
are a disgrace to the country, and especially to the community near which they dwell. 

 The Government more than a year ago voted money to put up a house in which all 
afflicted with leprosy should dwell, and the Christian friends in Ballarat interested in these 
poor perishing outcasts did all they could to second the efforts of Government in this matter. 
But the Municipal Council of Ballarat East, for reasons a stranger cannot understand, refuse a 
site for the building. At present, the miserable huts, patched up with pieces of timber and old 
tins, are scattered over an area of about an acre of ground, and in the immediate vicinity of 
many European families. To put them in better circumstances, and bring them all into one 
house, it is proposed to move them further off, about a quarter of a mile, and almost out of 
view from the rest of the community; and yet to this it is objected, as if it were to spread 
contagion all around. But surely, if leprosy be contagious, the present circumstances of these 
poor creatures should long ere now have spread disease all around them. Policemen visit their 
huts occasionally; children play out and in among them; the missionary is with them once or 
twice every week; and Mr. Fraser, myself, and others have gone to speak to them, stood 
beside them in close contiguity to their persons, and yet no bad result has ever followed. On 
the part of somebody  whoever it may be  it is cruel wrong, and a shocking disgrace that these 
poor creatures should be treated so . . .  

3. On Saturday I passed on through Burrumbeet, Learmonth, and Coghills Creek, to 
Clunes, one of our most promising goldfields. The town has rapidly increased during the last 
two years, and promises to compete with Ballarat at no distant day. The main drawback 
connected with Clunes is, that while through most parts of the colony are roads are good, 
those in its immediate vicinity are frightfully bad  almost impassable, and reminding one of 
the olden times some fifteen years ago. In company with the Rev. George Graham I drove to 
Maryborough, passing through Talbot about midway. Everywhere the country gives token of 
great progress during recent years; everywhere the Grant Land Act has increased the area of 
cultivation, and brought peace and plenty to the homes of multitudes.  

Arrived at Maryborough, Paul [Ng Chan] Quong and [George] Ah Lyn [Lin], the 
candidates for baptism, met us. In the course of the evening Mr. Graham and I examined Ah 
Lyn as to his knowledge of divine truth. Very correctly, as I took occasion to test it, 
intelligently, he could repeat any of the first forty questions in the Shorter Catechism, besides 
between two and three hundred questions in the catechism used among the young. He also 

 
 

467 



 
Alien Son 

 
 
read a portion of Scripture correctly, and with understanding. He is about thirty years of age, 
and among his countrymen and all who know him is esteemed a most worthy and consistent 
man. He is not in needy or destitute circumstances, and so not under any temptation from that 
source to play the hypocrite. When the Sabbath came, and the hour for public worship, the 
church was well filled, every available sitting being occupied. Among the audience might be 
from twenty to thirty Chinese. Their manner during service was very decorous. Several of 
them are regular attendants upon Mr. Grahams ministry, and can join in all the services 
intelligently . . .  

At the close of the service, Mr. Graham publicly examined Ah Lyn, and in the presence of 
the large congregation he answered discreetly and modestly. I then proceeded with the 
baptism, Ah Lyn publicly declaring that he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and wished 
henceforth to serve Him. After the baptism Mr. Graham, Paul [Ng Chan Quon] and myself 
gave the right hand of fellowship to this brother, who from among the heathen has received 
the Lord Jesus, and believed in Him as well as we. Hid desire, before I had seen him, was to 
be called after Mr. Graham and myself. His desire was gratified, and henceforth he will be 
known under the Christian name of George.  

Mr. Matthew, [Rev. William Matthew] from Pleasant Creek, could not be present. To 
make up for his absence as far as possible, he sent an address in Chinese for Paul to read to his 
countrymen, and also to Ah Lyn at baptism. In addition to George Ah Lyn there are several 
others seeking an acquaintance with the Saviour, who, it is expected, will be soon received 
into the fellowship of the Church. The building recently erected, and that holds some fifty, is 
already too small, and will need to be enlarged immediately. It will be remembered that our 
Mission in Maryborough began in February last, and the God of missions is evidently shining 
upon our brother there. It will further interest our people and give them confidence that Mr 
Matthew has been officially requested to take the oversight of our Chinese mission. The 
committee are hopeful that he will cordially respond to their call . . .  
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August 11th, 1868 
Mr Dear Mr Mackie  I beg to forward you the following report on my visits to the mission 
stations at Maryborough and Ballarat during the last week of July. 
On reaching Maryborough I was sorry to find Paul very ill and confined to bed. The Chinese 
doctor, who deserves our warmest thanks for his kind attentions, assured me, however, that in 
a few days he would be able to resume his duties. Since my return I may state that Mr. 
Graham has written me to say that he is getting better. 

I was gratified to find he had fully realised the hopes I had formed of his devotedness and 
usefulness. He has been indefatigable in his labours in Maryborough and the neighbouring 
district, and the result of his earnest and persevering effort is to be seen in the wide-spread 
interest in divine things in the religious awakening, as I may designate it  that at present exists 
among his countrymen there. The little chapel that was built shortly after his settlement in 
Maryborough cannot contain the numbers that sometimes assemble at the Sunday service, a 
large proportion of them being regular in their attendance. About twelve of these I regard as 
seriously inquiring after the truth, and five of them expressed to me their desire to be received 
by baptism into the Church of Christ.  

I had some interesting conversations with these at Paul’s house, and much pleased with 
the clearness of their views and with the good report I received as to the consistency of their 
conduct. One of them, Ah Chee [Paul Ah Kee], told me he had just returned from the Sunday-
school. I handed him an English New Testament, and asked him to read. He did so, and I was 
surprised to hear him read the greater portion of a chapter (Matthew xx.) with remarkable 
distinctness and appreciation of its meaning. Another, who only commenced his letters a few 
months ago under Paul’s instructions, I found able to read pretty fluently in any part of the 
First Book of Lessons. 

On Sunday (27th) I visited the chapel at the camp, and found a congregation of about 
thirty. There would have been more had it not been supposed by many that owing to Paul’s 
illness there would be no service that day. I assured them of the pleasure it gave me to see so 
many of them assembled to hear about the doctrines of Jesus, and hoped that they would soon 
come to believe in Him and to love Him. We read a portion of Scripture together, after which 
they listened with marked attention to a colloquial discourse on the Divinity of the Saviour.  

On returning from the chapel I had the pleasure of meeting with Ah Lin, or George 
Graham Mackie {full name after baptism was George Graham Mackie Ah Lin], who was 
recently baptised as the first-fruits of Paul’s labours in Maryborough. He is a superior man, 
and will prove no small acquisition. In point of scholarship he occupies an advanced position 
among his countrymen. 

In the evening I preached for Mr. Graham. There were present six or seven Chinese, who 
for some time past have been regular in their attendance at the English services. Their 
presence suggested to me as an appropriate lesson for the even the request preferred to Philip 
by the Greeks, Sir, we would see Jesus, and added force to the reference made to the claims of 
the mission, by which we seek to point such inquirers as those to the Saviour they wish to see. 

On Tuesday I visited Ballarat, and was pleased with the promising appearance of the 
mission. I had an interview with Dr. [Ng] Wing Fat, who is receiving special instruction from 

 
 

469 



 
Alien Son 

 
 
[Cheong] Peng Nam with a view to baptism.19 

 The doctor is a man much respected, and deservedly so. His baptism would add much to 
the influence of the mission in Ballarat, and might prove, by the divine Blessing, the means of 
leading many others to take an interest in the teachings of the missionary, and ultimately to 
cast in their lot with the followers of Jesus. 

From the foregoing statements you will be gratified to see that the prospects of the 
mission are at present of a most interesting and encouraging character. The Lord is honouring 
and blessing our humble instrumentality, and showing us that He is not slack concerning his 
promises. 

I have returned with the conviction deeply impressed upon me that it would be unwise to 
leave the mission in its present condition and prospects for any length of time. I am satisfied 
that the interests of the cause will be best served by postponing the proposed visit to China for 
the present, and by an immediate application to the task of fostering and consolidating the 
work of the mission. Should the committee agree with me in this view, I shall at once set 
about organising operations in Melbourne and suburbs, and arranging periodical visits to the 
other stations. Should the committee, on the other hand, deem it preferable that the previous 
arrangement should be carried out at once, I shall willingly accept their decision. 

I expect Ah Lin in Melbourne in a few days, and hope to have the pleasure of introducing 
him to the committee. With a little more instruction and training, he will prove a most 
suitable, and I doubt not successful, labourer. The subject of his employment as such had been 
mooted to him at his baptism, and he wrote to me at Pleasant Creek a letter embodying his 
views of the proposal. He was then personally unknown to me, but judging from the spirit and 
style of the letter, I was led to form a very favourable opinion of him. My acquaintance with 
him since has but confirmed that impression. The following is a translation of that letter: 
Testimony of George Graham Mackie Ah Lin 
To the Rev. Mr. Matthew, greeting. 

Although at a distance from you, you are ever present in my thoughts. Accept my 
salutations. Your desire is that the true doctrines should overspread the world, until quite like 
the sun in heaven it shine upon and illuminate the four seas. Thanks to the Saviours favour, 
you lot is in the midst of no ordinary blessings. Your happiness will increase as your days 
multiply, until your virtue becomes glorious as the sun. How admirable! How enviable! But as 
for me, your younger brother, I was naturally ignorant and foolish, and have all through the 
past been guilty of countless sins. Verily, I had reason to fear as to how after death I should 
face the Heavenly Father in the eternal world. Therefore, pricked to the heart, I repented of 
my sins and received baptism in accordance with the Saviour’s commandment. I trusted in the 
Saviour’s mercy to cancel the guilt recorded against me in the presence of the Heavenly 
Father, to enable me day by day to advance heavenward ever nearer and nearer, and to save 
me finally from the merited punishment of my ten thousand transgressions. Only this trust can 
satisfy the desires of a lifetime. I have to thank the ministers for the proposal they have made 
to entrust me with the preaching of the gospel in some locality. I have been thinking over the 
great responsibility and the heavy burden of such a task, on the one hand; and my own 
unworthiness, which is of no ordinary kind, on the other. I am afraid were I, with my limited 
qualification (which is as worthless as the wood of the ChooLeih trees) to undertake this 
responsible duty, I might by so doing offend the Saviour, and bring discredit on those that 
appointed me. Sir, what counsel can you give me on this matter? 

I have to thank you for the books you sent. As I listened to brother Chan Quong’s (i.e. 
Paul) preaching, I felt exactly as if I had been awakened in the middle of a dream. Ah, yes; 
twas so.  

Sir, our souls being now knit in closest sympathy, we must each be desirous of knowing 
                                                 
19  Ng Wing Fat was engaged to Peng-nams daughter Fong Sen. They subsequently married and 

returned to China. See discussion in Chapter 6. 
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when we shall have an opportunity of seeing the other face to face. Should it be long till we 
thus meet, it will seem to me as I were anxiously waiting for the morning cloud or the tree in 
spring to give place to a beauty still in prospect, until at last we have our desires satisfied. I 
should like to know, sir, when your esteemed footstep will come to me with its brightness, 
giving me an opportunity of paying you my respects, and receiving from you a word as 
precious to me as the gold or the gem, because able to dispel my ignorance as the sun 
dissolves or dissipates the mist. I should thus be qualified to serve the Saviour without 
needing to be ashamed, and without bringing shame on the ministers or the brethren of the 
Church. To sit, sir, continually beside you, amid the vernal breezes of your presence, that 
would be happiness to me. 

Such a letter speaks for itself  I am, my dear brother, yours very truly.                                   
William Matthew 
Note: A further similar list of journals and reports continues. The full list, including 

those above, will be available on the Chinese History of Australian Federation website at 
Latrobe University. 
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Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, September 1868.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
In Richmond and Collingwood are numerous market-gardens, employing a considerable 
number of Chinese. Among these Ah Lin and myself have visited on several Sabbaths. In all 
cases we have been kindly received, and our exhortations attentively listened to . . .  
On Sabbath, 6th September, we visited the Chinese fishermen who live along the shore of the 
[Port Phillip] Bay. We had a walk of ten miles, in the midst of the dust-storm then raging. We 
found about twenty Chinamen located in the bush, in one place, we found them engaged at 
their favourite pastime  gambling; but in this instance apparently for amusement. They at once 
stopped the game, and expressed a readiness for hear the doctrine of Jesus, and this afforded 
the opportunity of speaking to them of His divinity, incarnation and the atonement. 
George Mackie adds: 
Mr Matthew expects very soon to be able to rent an apartment in Little Bourke-street, 
and open classes for the weeknights, and commence regular services for Sabbath. He 
and Ah Lin are interesting themselves in reference to the poor creatures who have 
been subjected to all the horrors of a slave-ship in the vessel recently arrived from 
China. Among the immigrants by this ship Mr Matthew found one who was well 
acquainted with the doctrines of our common faith, and who may be of good service 
among his countrymen. It is sincerely to be hoped that the owners of this Chinese 
plague ship will be made an example of, that others may not dare to do as they very 
manifestly have done. The entire mercantiles and shipping community should lift up 
an indignant protest against this inhuman selfishness. From a case of this kind a 
stumbling block is put in the way of doing good among the Chinese. They can point 
the finger of scorn and say, This is your Christianity! 
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REV. WILLIAM MATTHEW:  ADDRESS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF VICTORIA, NOVEMBER 1868. 
 
The Rev W. Matthew rose to address the meeting on the subject of the mission to the Chinese. 

He had no desire to exalt that mission at the expense of any other, because he believed they 
were all necessary to secure vigorous action and promote vital Christian godliness, for there 
could be no life in the extremities while the parts near the heart were cold and still. If there 
was no vigorous foreign mission work, he said, alas for the Home Mission and the state of 
their own hearts and souls! 

In addressing themselves to the mission field there was the large empire of China to deal 
with, and in Gods singular providence they had been given a part of this work to do. The 
results of their labours might seem at the best but small, and their activity might not have been 
what it ought to be, yet God had condescended to bless and honour them. What an inviting 
field they had in dealing with China and the Chinese.  

They were not, as had been asserted in the Legislature, dealing with a race of Tartars of the 
most degraded sort. he was told the other day, by one who had been in China, that the people 
they were endeavouring to christianise were the real representatives of that time-honoured 
nation.  

These aliens were entitled to claim every consideration from the hands of the other nations 
of the earth, and especially from a nation as young as our Queen.  

In dealing with these men, who had a claim upon their consideration of no ordinary kind, 
they were dealing with a nation which had the favourable ground-work of a belief in the one 
living and true God.  

This statement might startle some who ran away with the impression that these men were 
idolaters of the lowest grade. It was true that idols had been found in China, but before that 
time the worship of the one living and true God had been preserved. Not only may this be 
recognised in the service of the Emperor, but throughout the entire land was the knowledge of 
the one living and true God.  

Superstitions were no doubt introduced, but they knew how prone the Jews were, 
notwithstanding the hand of God was upon them, to rush not only into superstition but into 
idolatry itself. Need they wonder, then, that idolatrous notions were mingled with spirit of 
ancient China, and that by-and-bye, when a great teacher appeared, and enunciated truths 
which exalted all nations, he should have been exalted to the position of a deity. Let them look 
forward to the time when the man Christ Jesus should occupy the place in the worship of the 
Chinese which Confucius had so long filled.  

It was a singular fact that in that past age, when a presentiment was spread abroad that there 
would shortly appear some great teacher, prince, or personage, who was to confer lasting 
blessings upon his race, that feeling took such a hold on the empire of China that the Emperor 
sent an embassy towards the west to seek this new teacher. The embassy set out making 
enquiries, and went as far as India, where they met with the priests of Buddha. Thus it was 
that idols were introduced into China. However, they were looked upon as altogether 
extraneous, and thus the Christian minister had a favourable ground to go upon. 

It occurred to him that the best way to get at the Chinese would be teach them the English 
language, and he was so far emboldened as to recommend a special clause on the subject in 
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the Education bill proposed to be introduced. The idea was pooh-poohed in certain quarters, 
but those parties had admitted now that this was the most effectual way of bringing the 
Christian influence to bear upon these men.  

Some seventeen or eighteen years ago, when looking forward to the mission field, he had 
acquired some little acquaintance with the literature and language of China, as taught in 
Europe; but what was taught in Europe was the mandarin dialect, and that was no more use to 
him among the Chinese here than French would have been.  

The plan he adopted was this. He wrote out a Chinese placard, asking the Chinese to 
recommend him one who would be willing to give him the Canton sounds, and receive 
English instruction in return. The moment this application was presented, he was introduced 
to a young man whose appearance struck him, and he engaged him to transfer the mandarin 
words into the Canton sounds.  

They read the Scriptures together, and by-and-bye the light began to dawn on this young 
man. He did not attempt to proselytise: it was Gods work. The young man besought him to 
give him more and more instruction, and at last he passed for baptism.  

That man was the Paul Ng Chan Quong who had been referred to, and was admired and 
revered by his own countrymen, and respected by all who knew him. It was Gods choice. he 
could not have found a better man though he had searched the colony over from camp to 
camp.  The Lord found him to his hand. (Cheers.) 

A class had been opened in Little Bourke-street, and he should like all present to come in 
and see the interest that was taken in it. There were old men trying to master the sounds of the 
letters, and there were young men who were anxious to know something more than that. There 
was one anxious for baptism, and they had just put into his hand a Chinese catechism that they 
had been preparing. 

In connection with the Chinese in this colony, there was one great thing to be done. Their 
camps must be broken up, and how was it to be accomplished?  

He had recommended one thing which he thought would go a great way towards it. Mr 
Young, in his report to the Government, recommended the establishment of evening schools 
throughout the diggings, point out, as he (Mr. Matthew) did in his report to the commission, 
that from these schools reliable and qualified interpreters could be selected. Then with a little 
straining of the regulations training-schools might be established. If the Government urged the 
matter upon the Education Board, no doubt the point would be conceded. 

Another plan was to assist the Chinese in the co-operative system so largely established 
among them. The men who worked in gardens were not employees, but partners, often eight 
or twelve, all sharing equally in the common fund. Let them assist a number of industrious 
men willing to enter into this work of gardening, and something would be done towards 
abolishing the camp system. He had never heard a storekeeper complain that a Chinaman had 
gone away without paying him, and if people would assist them to a few acres of ground, in 
the course of twelve months or so the little money advanced would be fully repaid. They 
would then have a gathering of Chinese of the more respectable character in various localities, 
who would exercise a very good effect upon their countrymen, and also tell upon the mission 
work, as they would have the support of these men in the advocacy of their cause.  

There were great prejudices, he knew, against them and far be it from him to palliate any 
excesses that might be found amongst them, but the British community could ill afford to cast 
stones at them. 

They gambled.  Europeans did the same; they smoked opium  Europeans had their gin-
palaces. he believed that the best way to deal with opium-smoking would be, not to prohibit 
the introduction of the article into the country, but to treat opium-smokers as guilty of a crime 
against the country in which their lot as cast, for nine-tenths of the Chinese in gaol had found 
their way there through opium-smoking. They would have it, and if they could not get it 
honestly they would have it dishonestly. But after three months in gaol the craving would be 
allayed, and the victim might go forth a wiser and a better man.  
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Yesterday forenoon he visited the Hospital with a catechist, and there saw one of these 
wretched, emaciated beings, like a skeleton hanging over the grave. They spoke to him and 
tried to direct his attention to the most trivial subjects, and the most noble of all  the love of 
Jesus Christ. But it was useless. His cry was nothing but Give me opium, give me opium! and 
if you have not that, get me the ashes of the opium pipes; and when they left him there was the 
bony arm beckoning them to go back to him.  

The Lord had given His gracious promise that their labour should not be in vain, and with 
the 300,000,000 souls of China looking to the Saviour, what might they not expect, as far as 
human influence and activity were concerned. The Chinese were inferior to none in point of 
intelligence, activity and affection. their intellect had been cramped through their running in 
the narrow groove of their forefathers traditions, and their feelings had long flowed in the 
narrow channel of Confucianism; but once their eyes be lifted to Christ, and they would be a 
power which would exert a mightier influence upon the evangelisation and spiritual progress 
of the world than had been exerted by nation of past history. 

The new Chinese paper was to be had of Mr. Whitehead, in Collins-street, and he would 
suggest that their friends should buy copies to circulate among the Chinese. Although the 
bantling was but three weeks old, it was already able to walk, and soon it would be quite self-
supporting. 
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Victoria, February 1869.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
REPORT FOR DECEMBER 1868. 
In Melbourne the work has been going on steadily, and with promise of success.  
In the Kong Chew Assembly-room classes for instruction in English are held four or five 
nights a week. The Scriptures are also read in the evenings, as also during the day, when 
visitors, as often happens, come in for an hour or so.  

A large number of Chinese have during the last few weeks come to Melbourne, either to 
go home themselves by the passenger ship at present on the berth, or to see their friends off. A 
good number of these have visited the Assembly-room on week days, and whenever 
practicable the Scriptures were read with them and explained. Among the passengers by this 
ship is a convert, who will read and preach to his countrymen on the voyage. 

During the past week as many as five converts have met at our rooms for reading the 
Scriptures and prayer. We read a verse each, and explain it in the colloquial. It is deeply 
interesting to listen to their gropings after the truth, and to their earnest prayers for the 
enlightenment and salvation of their countrymen here, and for the progress of the Redeemers 
kingdom in their native land. 

The training of Philip [Lee Hyung] for the work in new South Wales is daily carried on. 
He is at present studying Old Testament history, and preparing suitable discourses on 
prescribed passages.  

There are three anxious for baptism; one of them has been daily in attendance for some 
time reading the Scriptures in Chinese, and a catechism in English. 

On Christmas Day I started with George Ah Lin to Beechworth, to settle him as catechist 
in that district. In the absence of the Rev. Mr. Macmillan I was cordially assisted in this task 
by the elders and deacons of the Beechworth congregation. They kindly met with me, and 
favoured me with their suggestions as to the arrangement of his labours.  

The scheme which they recommended, and which I beg to submit for approval, is as 
follows: Beechworth to be the centre of operations. The catechist to reside there, and as soon 
as possible a place of worship to be built there. The gaol and hospital to  be visited, and the 
several Chinese camps in the immediate vicinity of Beechworth to be visited by the catechist 
on foot, or if by conveyance at his own expense. The expenses of visitation to the more distant 
Chinese settlements to be paid by the Mission Committee.  

They recommended a visit one month to Yackandandah, and a visit the following month 
to Chiltern, and so on alternately; the expense of these visits to and fro would 12s a month. I 
leave it to the committee to authorise the visits or not, should the funds permit. The also 
recommend a visit once a quarter to bright and Buckland, the fare and fro being £2 10s.  

I received a letter yesterday from George [Ah Lin], in which he states that the visits all the 
localities around Beechworth, reading and expounding the Scriptures; that he is everywhere 
kindly received; that several are anxious to meet with him for reading in English and Chinese, 
but he has not yet found any suitable room; that he is still living at Hang Ons store, but finds it 
inconvenient, and is anxious to secure a room as soon as possible. 

I have received [Cheong] Peng Nam’s journal for December, and shall furnish you with a 
translation of it immediately. Besides a monthly visit to Smythesdale, he visits weekly the 
[Ballarat] Benevolent Asylum, and the gaol; in the latter there are at present upward of 20 
Chinese. The services on Sunday afternoon in the chapel at Golden Point are well-attended 
from forty to fifty. He is also assiduous in his visitations from house to house. During the last 
week of the month he was in Melbourne, and on Sunday, 27th, in my absence at Beechworth, 
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conducted the services in Little Bourke-street. 

By this mail I have received a letter from missionary brother in China, to whom I had 
written on the subject of my proposed visit to China. He does not think it likely that even a 
personal visit would secure more suitable agents than those available in the colonies.  

He says: As to finding suitable assistants in China, I fear you would have been 
disappointed. As far as I understand, the work at Canton and among those speaking that 
dialect (from among whom the choice would have to be made) is not so far forward as at such 
places as Amoy, Fah Chan, Ning Po. I dont suppose you would have got assistants from the 
Wesleyans or Baptists, but would have been limited in your selection to the London 
Missionary Society or the American Presbyterians. When I heard last, the latter body had an 
exceedingly limited number of converts. As to your future, assistants, it seems to me that you 
had better work the vein that you have had pointed out to you in Providence. The Lord has 
already inaugurated your beginning by giving you some converted and trained on the spot. 
Hold on as you have begun, and the Lord multiply your labours a hundred-fold. Here, in Tie 
Chew [China], all our assistants are of native growth. We have now thirteen stations, and 
about 150 adult members, of whom about one-third have been added this year. It seems to me 
that the best men for the colonies are those who, amid all the snares and temptations of life on 
the goldfields, have given clear and undoubted evidence of having sought and found the pearl 
of great price. The difficulty of getting converts is insuperable by human agency, and after 
they are got, it is very difficult to train them for Gods work below and for His kingdom above; 
but his grace is all-sufficient, and His promises never fail, and this the ground of our hope and 
joy. 

I know of no more powerful auxiliary to missionary work than the special, importunate, 
fervent, and united prayers of Gods people. Get prayer-meetings specially for the Chinese and 
China started throughout the borders of your young and rising Presbyterian Church, and you 
will realise the blessing descending upon you and all your work like refreshing showers or the 
morning dew. 

Pauls journal is also to hand, setting forth regular visits to the various localities within his 
reach from Maryborough. During the four Sabbaths of the past month the attendance at public 
worship was 28, 18, 23, 20. In all respects the work is progressing healthfully.                                

Wm Matthew. 
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Author: Leong On Tong   
Category: Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Castlemaine Wesleyan Methodist Church, 7 June 1868. 
Provenance: Wesleyan Missionary Notices, London, September 1868.  
Location: Uniting Church, Church Records and Historical Society, Archives 

and Research Centre, 3 Blackwood Place, North Parramatta 2151 
 
Sunday June 7 1868 afternoon. Preached in the Chinese church, twenty-four present. Text 
Romans X.11-13. Evening. Rev Edward Kind baptised six Chinese, after the service they all 
assembled at my house, with six others. I explained to them Ephesians ii:19-22. 'Now then ye 
are no more strangers and foreigners.' I comforted them and prayed with them and all went 
home with thankful hearts. 
Leong On Tong's address (at baptism). 
I am very glad to meet you here tonight for I have found some sheep which had gone astray, 
and I wish you to rejoice with me and the angels in heaven. 

I had been long toiling, and had caught nothing; but at the word of my Master I still let 
down the net, and now I present to you six brothers who come here to-night to ask for 
Christian baptism. Their hearts were once dark and hard; but God has shined into their hearts. 
They have sorrowed for their sins and believe in Jesus; and now they are forgiven. I do not 
take the glory of this great change. The omnipotent God has done it. He can raise up stones 
unto Abraham can alone do it. But I am greatly encouraged to go on labouring for Him, 
trusting that he will still send His Holy Spirit with His preached word. 

It is very hard to change old-established opinions. My countrymen have been accustomed 
all their lives to worship idols and dead men; and they think it is a hard saying when I tell 
them to turn from these vanities to service the living God and that God will punish them 
everlastingly if they continue in their evil ways. As it was in the days of our Lord so it is now. 
Some seed falls by the ways-side, some on stony ground, and some on the good soil. May the 
Lord prepare the hearts of my countrymen to receive the Word, and may multitudes hear and 
receive and bring forth fruit abundantly, to the glory of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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Author: Phillip Lee Hyung 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Araluen Valley, New South Wales  
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, July 1869.  
Location: State Library of Victoria 
 
Letter to Rev William Matthew 
It is now fully ten weeks since, shaking hands, we parted, and you returned home. In 
the interval I sent you a letter enquiring after your welfare; but have not yet received 
a reply. I do not know why. Again I write to you, and hope that immediately on 
receiving this you will forward me an answer, and so relieve my mind of anxiety.  

Besides, I am desirous of knowing how the Lord is prospering you and your family, and 
am anxious to hear of the dissemination of gospel truth among the ten thousand nations of the 
earth, like the planting of seed in rich and fertile soil. As the Apostle Peter says (1Pet.i.25): 
The grass withereth and the flower thereof falleth away; but the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever. And this is the word by which the gospel is preached unto you. 

In writing this note permit me to assure you of my grateful remembrance of the interest 
you took in me, and of your constant cherishing of the Saviours spirit.  

At present I have a house that I purchased for a residence, and have got it furnished with 
every requisite. I have also a horse on which to travel to the various diggings to preach.  

Those to whom I preach are very glad to receive my visits. Sometimes I go a long 
distance, but wherever I go my countrymen invariably show me the utmost courtesy and 
respect. 

When I stay in any of their houses overnight, they gladly assemble together there in the 
evenings to converse with pleased teachings of Jesus, and the doctrines of Scripture. All seem 
pleased with the interview.  

In my visits I met with a number of opium smokers; these I urged to desist from their 
pernicious habit; several of them abstained and have now got rid of the craving for opium. 
There is also generally a marked change in the conduct of those who hear the preaching of the 
doctrine. The objectionable language and improper conduct in which they formerly indulged 
have, for the most part, been laid aside; and I have heard them say that in their hearts they are 
glad of the change. As St. Paul says (2Cor.i.12) For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our 
conscience that in simplicity and godly sincerity . . . we have our conversation in the world. 
Let us hope that these may at no distant day be brought to a saving knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus, and at last receive and enjoy with us everlasting bliss. Such is my hope. Our Lord once 
said that we should know by this whether we are his disciples if we have love one to another.  

My appointment to this position here, as a servant of Christ, shows that you and your 
brethren in the ministry have this spirit. This is graven on my grateful heart, and cannot be 
forgotten. I trust that, in all the details of my duties here, you will kindly give me your 
supervision and sympathy; and should I have to ask your assistance in any difficult matter, I 
hope, sir, you will give me the benefit of your advice and instruction. Pray for me, that  God 
may bless me, enabling me to teach very clearly the true doctrines of the gospel. Such is my 
own prayer. God bless you. On the 2nd day of the 5th month, Ki-Ki year. From Araluen 
diggings, in Sydney district, your pupil, Philip Lee Hyung, writes this respectfully. 

Along with the original of the above is a letter from the Rev. Mr. Macready, the 
Presbyterian minister of Braidwood, giving a satisfactory account of the missionarys labours. 
 
 
Author: Leong A Toe 
Category: (i) Australasian Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society 
 (ii) Victoria Chinese Mission 
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Place: Vaughan, Near Castlemaine 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 September 1870:, pp 151-152.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
CHINESE MISSION 
Letter from Leong A Toe in China to Mr J Chapman of Vaughan, 28 July 1870 
We have been favoured with the following extract from a letter addressed to Mr. J. 
Chapman, of Vaughan, from Leong-a-Toe, formerly Chinese missionary at 
Castlemaine. It affords us great pleasure to print, and we are sure it will give our 
readers great pleasure and thankfulness to read this interesting communication. Ed. 
W.C. 

I now beg to thank you for your energetic and zealous assistance rendered to the Chinese 
evangelist in your district. With your assistance a great many difficulties have been overcome, 
and much success has been attained in the propagation of our Christian faith among the 
heathen Chinese. 

I hear that the Chinese preacher, Leong-on-Tong, is coming back to China to get married. 
During his absence, I trust that your best endeavours will be used to promote the interests of 
the Chinese mission, for his successor may be a new member of the Church; he might 
experience difficulties through his want of general knowledge. 

You will be anxious to learn something of the mission in which I am employed. I will 
therefore give you a brief account. The Canton mission is getting on as well as can be desired; 
they receive the gospel with better grace and attention that they did some years ago. During 
the early part of last year, the Chinese Christians raised a subscription towards the support of 
an evangelist, under my supervision, who was sent to Foo Shan, a sea town about twenty 
miles from Canton, to preach the Gospel to the Chinese. Since the establishment of this 
mission no less than sixty adults have become converts to the Christian faith. It has been 
thought necessary, from the progress we have made, that a permanent place of worship should 
be instituted. As this mission is entirely supported by the Chinese, it is considered well that 
the expenses towards the building of a chapel should be borne only by Chinese also. A 
subscription was accordingly made, and I am glad to say that some three hundred pounds have 
been raised, and the chapel is nearly finished now, and may be opened in the early part of next 
month. 

A very sad and horrible affair occurred in Tien Tsin - no less than the massacre of the 
French missionaries, French Consul, and others. Nineteen persons were butchered, among 
them were several Sisters of Charity and three Russians. The cause of this outrage arose from 
false reports circulated, that the French missionaries took out the eyes of native children for 
the use of medicine, and administration of a kind of powder to the women by the priests for 
licentious purposes. Though with how little truth these reports ought to be credited, the 
Chinese evidently believe them. The affair gave cause for great excitement and indignation 
towards the foreign population in China. Vague rumours are flying about every day. The 
French Minister, who was in Peking after the massacre took place, at once communicated the 
matter to the Emperor by telegraph, and awaited his instructions how to act. Of course, I am 
not at present able to say what will be the result, or how this case will be terminated. Several 
French gunboats have arrived in Chinese waters, and show attitude of war and revenge. Some 
terms the Chinese government will have to accede to, otherwise war seems inevitable. I must 
say that the Chinese and their rulers are greatly to blame in this present case, but the French 
missionaries are not entirely blameless. To the enlightened minds of Western people, the ways 
and manners of the Roman Catholics are mysterious enough. How much will these appear in 
the eyes of the ignorant Chinese in China. 

This matter involves the interests of our Protestant religion, and checks our influence and 
progress; for the Chinese have not as yet clearly seen the great distinction between the two 
religionsCatholic and Protestant. 
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Remember me kindly to you aged father and mother-in-law, and give my kind regards to 
Mrs. Chapman. May the grace of the Lord be always with you all. I shall be very happy to 
hear news of you, and of the news of Australia. 

I am, Dear Sir, yours most sincerely, LEONG A TOE Canton, 25th July, 1870 
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Author: James Mouy Ling 
Category: Methodist Chinese Mission 
Place: Melbourne 
Provenance: The Wesleyan Chronicle, 20 April 1871.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
Friday, January 27. Attended the usual preacher's meeting at Rev. J. Bickford's. Visited a few 
Chinese brethren in Little Bourke-street. Spent half an hour with two of them who have 
attended the services during the last few months; but they still love the world better than their 
souls. 

At home in the afternoon, read the 'Pilgrim's Progress.' Two countrymen called, one of 
them had never heard the truth before. Spoke to them about the creation of the world; they 
were interested, and said they had never heard such things. They said they would try and 
attend the service. 

Saturday, January 28.  Four Chinese friends called in the afternoon; one of them 
found peace with God a few weeks ago, he is still very happy in Christ Jesus. One of the 
others had never attended the preaching service, but I had visited him in his house, and had 
talked to him about the Gospel. I spent an hour with him talking about Christianity, and what 
they must do to be saved. One of them got angry, and went out; the others paid attention. 
Afterwards, I visited in Melbourne, and in the evening some of my Chinese Christian friends 
called at my house, and we held a prayer-meeting to ask for God's blessing on the services of 
the coming Sunday. 

Sunday, January 29.  A few brethren called, we held a short prayer-meeting, and 
then went to Wesley Church. Went to Little Bourke-street at half-past 1, and visited some 
there. Held in the usual service in the Temperance Hall, in Russell street, at half- past 2 
o'clock, which was pretty well attended. I preached from Luke xiii 6-9. Went home with some 
Chinese friends from Richmond, attended Richmond Wesleyan Church in the evening. 

Monday, January 30.  Went to Emerald Hill in the morning, and visited some 
countrymen there. Returned to Melbourne. Spent three hours visiting in Little Bourke-street. 
Met six Chinese in a house, spoke to them about their sins against God, and of God's love to 
us in sending His Son to die for us. One of them said he was taught by his parents not to do 
anything evil, and he did not think God would punish him for doing evil out here, because he 
came from China. 

I asked them, 'Was it right for the government to punish those who came from other 
countries, if they disobeyed the laws of this land, or the laws of Queen Victoria?' Some of 
them said, 'Yes, of course.' I asked them, 'Why?' They said, 'Because this country belonged to 
the Queen.' Then I told them that all the world was made by God and ruled over by Him, that 
in Him we live, and move and have our being, that all men had broken God's laws and were 
sinners, but God had sent His only Son to die for sinners, and had given His holy Word to 
teach all nations to obey His law through the Lord Jesus, and that all people must be judged 
by God. 'For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ.' Some of them were 
silent, others said, 'Well, it may be true.' Held a Bible-class at my house in the evening. 

Tuesday, January 31.  Read in the morning in a book called, 'The Footsteps of St 
Paul.' Visited in Collingwood and Fitzroy, and distributed some Chinese tracts. At home in the 
afternoon. Two called at my house who have heard a little of the Gospel; one of them has 
attended the Sunday services, and now he begins to feel that he is a sinner. I pointed him to 
Jesus and the other one seemed to be troubled about his sins. I thank God for his goodness in 
teaching them that they are sinners. Again visited in town. In the evening, some Chinese 
brethren called at my house; we read the Bible, sang and prayed. 

Wednesday, February 11. Went to Melbourne Gaol to hold service with the Chinese 
prisoners there, but on account of the Sessions no service could be held. Visited two 
countrymen in Little Lonsdale-street. After dinner three countrymen called at my house, one 
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of them has read a great many tracts, but he is still careless. Held a service in my house in the 
evening; held a society class afterwards for those who are not able to attend the class at 
Richmond. There were eight present. 

Thursday, February 20. Went to Richmond, visited twenty Chinese there in five gardens, 
met with two of them whom I have often spoken to, they seem to be taking more interest in 
the truth, gave them some tracts. Held the usual class in the garden of one of the Chinese 
brethren. 
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Author: Rev William Young 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, May 1873.  
Location: State Library of Victoria. 
 
REPORT FOR JANUARY-APRIL 1873. 
Having already acquainted the convener how it has happened that monthly reports 
have not, as formerly, been forwarded to the committee for the space of three 
months, I beg, without deeming further explanation necessary (at the same time 
expressing my regret that such a thing has happened), to submit a detailed account of 
the labour of the three months in question. 

I begin, then, with the stated religious services. These are Sabbath day services and week-
day services. Sabbath Services  The first service held on the Sabbath is for the benefit of the 
Chinese prisoners in Her Majesty’s gaol. It is conducted by our catechist, and sometimes by 
Chet Quong, an excellent and intelligent Chinese convert, at eleven oclock in the morning. 
The service is very simple, and consists, first of prayer, then reading a chapter out of the 
Bible, illustrating and enforcing the truths it contains, and lastly closing with prayer. The 
prisoners sit ranged on a form in front of the speaker, in the spacious corridor, and listen 
attentively to what is spoken. I am glad to report that the Chinese congregation in the gaol, for 
some time back, has been small, scarcely numbering half-a-dozen, indicating unmistakably 
diminution of crime among the Chinese population. I remember the time when I used to 
address as many as 25 of these prisoners. 

The second service on the Sabbath is held at our Chinese chapel at Golden Point. This 
service commences at a quarter to two o’clock pm. It is conducted by myself and Paul; 
occasionally Chet Quong, whose name I have already mentioned, has given me assistance. 
Three hymns are usually sung at this service, all of them set to English tunes. The tunes 
chiefly sung are Evans, Old Hundred, French and Bedford. Three prayers are offered; and two 
addresses given, but not unnecessarily long. On those occasions when the Chinese school 
children were present, a short address in English was given them also. 

At the conclusion of my address to the Chinese adults in the chapel, our catechist [Paul 
Ng Chan Quong] occupies the pulpit. When he is away at Maryborough, Chet Quong does 
duty. From the chapel I god the hospital, sometimes to the leper camp, inquire into the wants 
and circumstances of these afflicted ones, and at the same time impart to them some religious 
instruction. Our catechist continues the chapel service while I am on my way to the hospital; 
and when it is over, he returns to his quarters at the mission house, and is almost invariably 
followed thither by some of his hearers, who thus give him further opportunities, of which he 
has always availed himself, of pressing Bible truths upon their consideration. I am well 
satisfied with the manner in which Paul addresses his countrymen, and find in him an 
excellent co-worker. 

Week-Day Services  During the period embraced in this report a week-day service has 
been regularly held at the Benevolent Asylum. It is held at three o’clock pm., every 
Wednesday. Nowhere, perhaps, are so we so heartily welcomed by the Chinese at this 
institution. These halt, blind and disabled folk seem always pleased to see us, and are ready 
and glad to hear the Word of God. One blind man especially attracts our notice, and evinces 
great intelligence and inquisitiveness. He seems to store up carefully in his memory what he 
learns at this service, which is conducted either by Paul, Chet Quong or myself. He has 
frequently asked me the meaning of English words that he happens to catch hold of when 
listening to English discourses, that are delivered at the institution for the benefit of the 
European inmates, and I am always too glad to give him the explanation. 

From the asylum it has been our practice to go to the hospital. Here words of comfort and 
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instruction are spoken to the sick, and tracts and Testaments given to them when needed. As at 
the asylum, so here, our visits have always been well appreciated by the Chinese.  

Bible-class and Singing Meeting  Every Thursday evening we have had a Bible-class, 
which is held at the mission house, at eight oclock. The progress of this class in Scriptural 
knowledge is very satisfactory. It numbers from five to eight Chinese. We have every now 
and then Christian Chinese from other districts, present with us. After a chapter has been read 
and explained, three of our number offer up a prayer in rotation. Then follows the practice of 
psalmody although in this the progress of the class is slow, which is not to be wondered at, 
considering how very different our style of singing is from their own, it is yet encouraging. 

Visits. While I have been occupied in the Chinese school, Paul has been engaged during 
the day visiting his countrymen at Sebastopol, Little Bendigo, in the Main Road, Golden 
Point, Sailors Gully, White Flat and other places. Since the closing of the school I have been 
able to accompany him occasionally. We have commenced numbering the Chinese to whom 
we preach the Word, agreeably to the plan recommended to, and approved by the Assembly. 
We may expect some little difficulty in carrying out this plan; but as far as feasible it will be 
acted upon. It must be done in a way that shall neither excite suspicion of the Chinese nor give 
them offence, or we shall be frustrating the good we are attempting to do them. Will the 
committee kindly supply us with registry books? 

According to arrangements that were made when Paul was transferred from Maryborough 
to Ballarat, he has regularly visited Maryborough and Talbot once a month, remaining a week 
away. During his stay in Maryborough he preaches in the Sabbath afternoon, in the Chinese 
Chapel there, to such of the Chinese who feel disposed to attend, and who average from 20 to 
25 persons; and during the other days of the week he visits the Chinese in the hospital, and in 
the town and neighbourhood. On his way back to Ballarat he makes a short stay at Talbot, 
where, he reports, there is only one Chinese store. This store he visits, and preaches to the 
Chinese who may be met with there. There are at present in Maryborough three Chinese 
Christians connected with the Presbyterian Church, and two connected with the Church of 
England. These brethren, during those Sabbaths that Paul is in Ballarat, take their turn in 
conducting divine service in the Chinese Chapel there. The attendance of Chinese is small; but 
the fact itself, that they are voluntarily keeping up the service, is very encouraging. May their 
fraternal co-operation long continue. 

Perhaps I may not be wrong in mentioning that the Rev. Mr. Nicoll, of Talbot, and some 
excellent members of his church, have for length of time been imparting religious instruction 
to some five or six Chinese through the medium of the English language. All these Chinese, 
except one, have been obliged to go elsewhere, so Paul reports, to seek a living. It is to be 
hoped, however, that they will take with them the knowledge of the truth they have acquired 
from our excellent friends wherever they go. 

Tracts. These have been given to the Chinese in the charitable institutions, when they 
have been visited in their dwellings, in our chapel, and to Chinese going from Ballarat to other 
diggings, for distribution. 

It is our intention to pay Creswick and Smythesdale also stated visits, whenever we are 
put in a position to pay travelling expenses. Without pecuniary means extension of mission 
work cannot be expected. 

Two years travelling expenses are still due to Paul. On one occasion, when it was time for 
him to start for Maryborough he distinctly declined to go if funds were not forthcoming. 
Fortunately, previous to the starting time part of his arrears of salary came up from 
Melbourne. He was then able to pay his coach fare, and started off contentedly to 
Maryborough. 

Paul has requested to state that, by the month of July next, he wishes to leave Australia 
and revisit his native land. Having been in this country some seventeen years, he feels anxious 
to see this aged mother and wife and family. For the last four years he has had no tidings from 
them; but lately a communication has been received from China, conveying unfavourable 
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tidings touching their state of heath. He, therefore, purposes returning, and requests this 
preliminary notice to be respectfully laid before the committee. 

The Chinese School. This school has been in existence for about a year. It was established 
with a view of providing secular and religious instruction for those Chinese children whose 
parents are mostly too poor to send them to the common schools. It was, to all intents and 
purposes, a ragged school.  

 
To have such a school attached to our mission appeared exceedingly desirable; for it 

would not only benefit the children by rescuing them from idleness, vice, and degradation, 
and bring them under wholesome influence, but it would have the effect of bringing about us a 
good many of the Chinese adults, whom we could persuade to attend our religious services, 
both in the chapel and at the mission house. It would also serve to give our mission a local 
habitation and a name among the Chinese population.  

For while the Chinese do not seem to appreciate efforts put forth by Christians for the 
evangelisation of the adult population, they do value what is done for the benefit of their 
children. For the last three months of 1872, I engaged the services of a European assistant, as I 
found that teaching the children, both in the forenoon and afternoon of five days a week, was 
too fatiguing, combined with other mission duties. While my assistant taught in the forenoon, 
I undertook the tuition of the children in the afternoon. Both English and Chinese were taught.  

No department of mission work gave me more pleasure than this. I felt it, indeed, a 
delightful task to rear the tender thought of these neglected ones, and looked forward with 
pleasure to the time when they should form a regular portion of our Sabbath congregation. 
The highest number of names recorded on our roll-book was 30. Eight or ten of these, 
however, were Europeans, who, in consequence of the poverty of their parents, were admitted 
into the school.  

The advancement of the pupils was fluctuating from different causes. One very frequent 
reason for non-attendance was want of shoes and want of clothes. This want I endeavoured to 
occasionally to supply, by giving the needy ones cast-off clothing and half-worn out shoes; 
but I scarcely need to state that it was only to a very limited extent such help could be 
rendered.  

Visitors occasionally came to see the school, and were pleased with the progress made by 
the children, both in their English studies and the Chinese colloquial; especially in singing, for 
which the children always showed a great predilection.  

The low state of my finances, which made it difficult for me any longer to continue the 
services of my assistant (who was a capable teacher),20 and also the gradual diminution of my 
strength, made me resolve, but most unwillingly, to close the school by the end of the year. 
Single-handed and alone, I found it hard to continue this important work. If the committee had 
not had to content against financial difficulties, and been able to remit my salary regularly, the 
school would have been kept on still. However, as matters have turned out, the closing of the 
school need not cause me the deep regret that at first I felt.  

The new Education Act that has come into operation will put educational advantages still 
within the reach of the particular class for which our school was intended, so that they will not 
be left destitute of teaching; as they were before our school was established; and I am glad to 
see the parents of this class availing themselves of the advantages the new Act offers them. 
While the State, then, provides these children with secular education, I shall do my best to 
provide them religious instruction, combining with it lessons in singing, which, as I have 
already stated, the children are exceedingly fond of. By this means I hope to keep them still 
linked to the mission; to let them drift away entirely from us would materially lessen our 
influence over the Chinese population. 

Lepers.  Of these there are two on Clayton Hill, and one in the China camp. Their wants, 

 
20  The assistant was Cheok Hong Cheong. 
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bodily and spiritual, are well attended to by the police and ourselves. There have been no fresh 
cases of leprosy for a long time, so it is evident the disease is not of a spreading kind. 

Catechumens.  Of these there are two. They attend regularly at our chapel on the Sabbath, 
and occasionally (on account of the distance they have to come) attend our prayer meeting. 
Three other Chinese have expressed a desire to be baptised, but have not yet placed 
themselves under our instruction. 

Chinese Christians.  Six Chinese Christians connected with the Presbyterian Church, 
exclusive of Paul, our catechist, are at present residing in Ballarat, a seventh resides at 
Smythesdale. This brother called upon us on Christmas Day, thinking that day was religiously 
observed by Presbyterians; he told us he had come purposely to attend our service. It was not 
our intention to hold any service at all, but to gratify this brother we opened our chapel doors, 
and held a service, at which about nine persons were present.  

Our Smythesdale visitor was observed to be extremely attentive during the delivery of the 
discourse, which was given by Paul, and we all got good by being present. He called on me 
before returning to Smythesdale. I was pleased to see the warmth he exhibited in relation to 
religious subjects when we conversed upon them. I hope some day to have the pleasure of an 
interview with him at Smythesdale. His occupation is that of gardener.  

On the 12th January, four of the Chinese Christians, together with Paul, sat at the 
communion-table, and partook of the ordinance of the Lords supper, in St Johns Presbyterian 
Church, at which Rev. J.W. Inglis is pastor. Previous to their partaking of the supper they 
attended a preparatory service in Chinese, held at the mission-house.  

In regard to our Chinese members, I am glad to be able to report that they are diligent in 
their various worldly callings, and they do not eat the bread of idleness. So far as I have 
observed, they live consistent lives. One of these Christians deserves honourable mention. He 
has often of his own accord, when he has had occasion to go from place to place on business 
matters, disseminated the knowledge of Christian truths among his countrymen, and given 
them religious tracts. Should the Committee need another agent, I should not hesitate to 
recommend this man, provided he is willing to give up his present business. 

This document is not only a sketch of mission work that is done regularly in the mission 
field, but it is also a report of what has been done all those three months of which reports have 
been in arrears.  

During the month of January I found it necessary, on account of indisposition, to keep 
very quiet. I beg here to ask the committee to grant me furlough for a couple of weeks, or a 
longer period if necessary, to recruit my bodily and mental powers.  

During my absence Paul will take charge of the mission. Should he need advice at any 
time while I am away, I am sure the Rev. Mr. Inglis will give him every assistance. I beg also 
to state that the reason I present my report in the present form is, that I believe very few 
gentlemen in the committee really know the extent and variety of the work that has to be done 
by the agents of the mission; and the churches generally are ignorant of what is going on.  

I have not mentioned all that has been done, and that is still to do, because this report is 
sufficiently lengthy. The difficulties we have all along encountered have been great, and our 
encouragements are few. We have in a manner engaged in a warfare at our own charges. If 
much progress has not been made, the blame will not rest with us. I hope this mission will be 
remembered more in the prayers of the churches, and that it may emerge from its present 
difficulties more vigorous than ever, and become a mighty power for good to the heathen 
population, that so Christ may be glorified, and immortal souls saved. 

William Young 
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Author: Paul Ng Chan Quong. [Translated by the Rev. W. Young] 
Category: Presbyterian Chinese Mission 
Place: Ballarat 
Provenance: The Christian Review and Messenger of the Presbyterian Church of 

Victoria, June 1873.  
Location: State Library of Victoria 
 
JOURNAL March 1873. 

February 4, 1873. Today I went to Clayton Hill, and preached the Gospel to the lepers. 
After that, I went to the market gardens, and spoke to four of the market-gardeners; and then 
went to Quong-loy-Goons, and two other Chinese stores, and, after speaking to the inmates on 
general subjects, I remarked that all affairs are under Gods control, and were beyond mans 
strength to accomplish. Coming back to the Chinese camp on Golden Point, I met Quong Him 
and Tak-lun, who had come on a visit to see me. I remarked, men know that it is a sin not to 
honour ones parents, but they do not know that it is a greater sin not to honour God. Our 
parents are the authors of our natural life; but God is the fountain of all life. I then gave them a 
tract on the subject of God. They assented to what I said, and went home. 

February 7. Today I visited Wong-Quong-Hin and three other Chinese (in the Chinese 
Temple). In the course of conversation, the first-named said that the usages of the Chinese 
were not as good as those of Europeans. In reply, I said that the reason of this was because the 
Europeans followed the true doctrines of God. I then proceeded to the Eureka, to Chen-
Cheongs claim, where there were ten of his partners. I asked them why they did not come to 
church? They replied, they had hard work to do, both day and night, to bale the water out of 
their claim; besides, they were very poor; hence they felt no inclination to go. I told them that 
mans life and death, his poverty and wealth, were all of Gods appointment, and not under his 
own control. I exceedingly desire that you all would sincerely and earnestly pray to God to 
help you to amend your former wrong-doings, and so you may look to God for help. 

February 9th. In the forenoon I preached in the gaol. There were four prisoners. In the 
afternoon I preached in the chapel, from the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. There 
were twenty-five hearers. 

February 12th. I went to Cheong-Kees house today. Talking about different things, 
suddenly a clap of thunder was heard. He said he had often heard Europeans say that when the 
hot vapours arise from the earth, the cold air from the heavens comes down, and then the cold 
and hot air cause a concussion. I said, Yes; but I have not any great knowledge of these 
matters, and am not prepared to argue about them. He again remarked that there was a 
prognosticator in China who had a seal, and when he stamped a single sheet with that seal, it 
left its impress upon a thousand sheets; that seal had also power to drive away evil spirits. I 
said, that could not be. Look at China; how often have epidemics gone through the country? If 
the prognosticator had any feelings of compassion for the people, he ought to have used this 
seal, and driven away the from cities and villages all the mischief caused by evil spirits. One 
of the Chinese books says, He who has not a sympathising heart, has no benevolence. From 
the fact that he did not use this seal to help others you may see that the story about it (the seal) 
is not true. 

February 18th. In the forenoon it was raining, and I did not go out. I went in the afternoon 
to Cheong-Kees house, where there were several Chinese. They were talking about a prime 
minister, named Ngai-Cheong, who killed, it is said, the dragon-king of the eastern seas. They 
said that Ngai-Cheng was prime minister in Heaven, Earth and Hades. I said, If he was prime 
minister on Earth, we should all see him and hear him; but if he is also prime minister in 
Heaven and Hades, who shall afford us proof? Our Lord Jesus says, No man has ascended up 
to Heaven but the Son of Man, who has come down from Heaven. What He has heard He 
speaks of, and what He has seen that He testifies. Furthermore, Heaven is a holy place, and is 
under the holy government of God; and do you think that a sinful mortal would be asked to 
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transact any kind of business in Heave? 

March 3rd. To-day I went to Little Bendigo, to Mong-Choongs hut, where there were ten 
men. I spoke to them about the devils leading me astray and deceiving them; that there was 
but one true God, and men do not believe in Him, but they believe in false doctrines  
geomancy and such things. The first teacher of geomancy was Quock-Phock, of the Tsin 
dynasty (AD. 1609), but before that time there was no such doctrine taught.  

Wm Young adds: It is necessary to note here that the Chinese generally believe in the 
geomantic principle of good fortune  that is, in the exact location of their dwellings and 
graves with respect to localities that are considered lucky. For on this adjustment or non-
adjustment they hold all good luck and bad luck depends)  

And do you think that before Quock-Phock there was no luck as regards distinction, wealth, 
posterity, and emoluments? You make everything for depend on Fung-suy [Feng Shui] or the 
geomantic principle; but it is, I say, all dependent upon God. If God wishes to make a man 
rich, then, without the geomantic principle, that man becomes rich; and if God wills that a 
man shall be poor, then, with the geomantic principle, he is still poor. And one of the Chinese 
books says, If riches and honour are to be obtained from Fung-suy, even of Quock-Phock was 
raised to life, be would find it impossible to obtain such a result. I then gave him a copy of a 
tract entitled Conversation on Geomancy. After this, I went to Low-Seng’s hut, where were 
also ten men, to whom I gave a copy of the Repenting Prodigal [tract]. This evening six 
persons were present at the prayer-meeting. 

Sunday, March 9th. In the forenoon went to the gaol and preached; there were six 
prisoners. In the afternoon preached in the Chinese chapel, from the 3rd chapter of 
John; there were twenty-four hearers. 

March 13th. This forenoon a Chinese friend, from Creswick, called on me. He is an 
accomplished scholar. I had a conversation with him on the history of the Bible, and read with 
him a tract on the Authenticity of the Holy Scriptures. He told me that he had often looked 
into the Bible, but he could not understand its deep doctrines, but now he had got this tract, 
which threw light upon them; this, he said, was very fortunate. I gave him several other tracts. 
In the afternoon I went to the asylum and preached; there were six hearers. 

March 14th. To-day I went to Keang-Hocks house. There was a man there by the name of 
Leong-ha. I invited him to come to our chapel; he said, yes, he would. I then went to Quock-
tins dwelling, and invited him likewise. He said he had a long while felt inclined to attend, but 
that he was not personally acquainted with me, and he did not know what kind of doctrines 
were preached; but now, he said, he was glad he had met me, and he promised to come to our 
chapel the next Sabbath. From this place I proceeded to Moey-Quais house, and advised him 
to give up opium-smoking, and follow the teachings of the Saviour. After this I went over to 
Cheong-Kees house, where I saw a young European woman smoking opium. I told her that 
the injury opium produces upon people was very great; why do you not break off the habit of 
smoking? The young woman replied that she had often heard that doctors say that opium ruins 
the constitution. I replied, it did. Look, I said, at Chinese opium smokers; they are thin as a 
stick, and their faces are yellow as clay. I sincerely hope you will give up this habit. She said 
she would do so. 

March 18th. Today I visited the lepers. Then I went to the Eureka, to a Chinese 
claim; there were ten men. I said to them, Why is it you do not come to our chapel to 
hear the preaching of the truth? They replied that their work was very heavy  that on 
Sundays they had to keep the water out of their claim, wash their clothes, and do 
other things, and so they had no time. I told them the idols the Chinese worshipped 
were dumb things and useless, and, moreover, they were sources of misery. I olden 
times there were no idols worshipped, but only the Supreme Ruler was worshipped. 
(The Supreme Ruler is the term employed for the true God in our Bible.) In those 
days the whole country of China enjoyed great tranquillity, and men lived to a good 
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old age. But now ignorant people have made images, and induced men to worship 
them; and the more these images are worshipped, the worse men become. There is no 
end to wars and revolutions, and the people become deteriorated. All this arises from 
sinning against God. They all assented to what I said, and expressed a wish that I 
would go often to their claim and speak to them. 
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Appendix 12 
 
 
 
 
 

Protestant Christian Missions to the Chinese 
in Nineteenth Century Victoria, Australia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptisms 
with some marriage and death information 

(from the church press and church registers) 
 
 
 

Prepared by Ian Welch and the Rev Dr Keith Cole 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2001, Ian Welch and Keith Cole 
ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS (with sources) 

WOULD BE APPRECIATED. PLEASE FORWARD TO 
Ian Welch 

Department of Pacific and Asian History 
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies 

Australian National University, 
C/- PO Box 7034, Farrer, ACT 2706 
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Appendix 13 
 
 

The Chinese Lepers at Ballarat 

 
Leprosy was handled in Australia in much the same way as in China, that is, the 

lepers were required to live in their own village outside the main town. But at the 

point, Australian ‘quarantine’ went a step further. In China, lepers were allowed to 

enter the neighbouring town during the day to see friends and purchase supplies 

being required only to leave by nightfall.1  In Australia, as illustrated by the case of 

the lepers at Ballarat, they were forbidden to  leave their encampment, in the cases 

reported below. 

At the Cheong family baptismal service (Chapter 3), the Rev. A J Campbell 

highlighted Young's pastoral diligence: 

Mr Campbell . . . spoke commendingly of the quiet, unobtrusive diligence and 
patience with which the Rev. William Young, the missionary, assisted by 
Cheong Peng-nam, the catechist, had been pursuing. . . . Mention was made of 
the humane attention which sick, distressed, or even criminal Chinese 
regularly received from the missionary in the hospital, benevolent asylum, and 
the gaol. The poor outcast Chinese lepers were also visited and received 
ministrations of kindness in their misery. Mr. Young was the almoner of the 
benevolent towards these abject fellow creatures.2  

In 1867, Young advised that there were 27 or 28 known lepers in the Chinese 

community.3 They were located at: Ballarat—10; Avoca—2;Ararat—3 or 4; 

Castlemaine—5; Daylesford—1; Beechworth (2dead)—5; Sandhurst (10 dead)—3. 

Young wrote: 

Imagine a wretch in the last stage of emaciation, whose sinews are shrunk and his 

limbs covered with open sores. . .The first of these creatures who came to his curtain 

door when we called, though worn and bitten and livid, could still stand almost 

erect, and has probably years of suffering before him. But the next hobbled painfully 

out, with his knees bent into a sitting posture; and his cracked voice pled like a child 

                                                      
1  Church Missionary Intelligencer, Vol VIII No 7, July 1857, p 192.  
2  The Christian Review, July 1866, p 8. See Chapter Ten.  
3 The Mount Alexander Mail, 10 April 1857. This is probably the vitamin deficiency beri-beri that 

was the cause of many Chinese deaths on the Buckland River diggings 
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for some covering to his legs, in which leprosy had worked raw wounds, and over 

which he wore no better garment than a pair of loose blue cotton drawers, reaching 

to the knee. It was pitiful. But indignation strove with pity. These poor, dying 

fellow-men, abandoned by their heathen countrymen. . .in sight of the richest 

goldfields in the world, we let them drag their broken, wasted bodies through every 

stage of revolting emaciation, into the grave, and the most we can do for them is to 

thrust into their lonely kennels from week to week some few shillings’ worth of 

food.2 

Peng-nam and other missions delivered clothing and money to the Chinese lepers 

in Ballarat. Financial assistance was provided by the Ballarat Benevolent Society 

through its Treasurer, the Methodist layman and philanthropist, James Oddie. 

Anyone who enters Ballarat. . . by the main road from the south may observe on 

the right hand. . . some dreary gravel rises quite bare of timber and rather bare even 

of grass. On the rise nearest the town are nothing but some half-dozen hovels 

scarcely to be distinguished from the ground they stand on. These hovels are the 

lazarettes of Ballarat. On this spot there was a Chinese settlement, but the healthy 

Chinese have now withdrawn to another quarter, leaving behind a handful of 

miserable lepers. . . We found the other day that of the ten leper patients known to 

exist in Ballarat, eight are housed in the hovels above referred to, and kept there 

alive by the charity of a benevolent society, but they are little more than kept alive.4  

The local medical officer of health for Ballarat was Dr Clendinning who 

summarised the condition of the men at Clayton's Hill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
4  The Christian Review, September 1867, p 4; November 1868. p 10.   
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REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF THE CHINESE LEPERS 
ON CLAYTON HILL, BALLARAT EAST, 

GIVEN PROFESSIONALLY BY DR. CLENDENNING.

NO 1. KONG KAY SUE. Aged 48 years: in colony, 12 years; unable to work, 10 years. 
Hut: Very bad; constructed of old sheets of tin and iron. Disease: Half of both legs 
ulcerated anteriorly; rest of legs and thighs leprous; several fingers of both hands swelled 
and ulcerated; small portion of each nates uncerated. General Health: Very bad.
No 2. WONG AH LING. Age, 40 years; in colony, 12 years; unable to work, 11 years. 
House : Of wood; not lined; roomy. Disease: Left eye blilnd, cornea opaque; right eye 
weak, conjunctiva and lids much congested; several; fingers of left hand wasted and 
joints gone; those of right hand swollen; left foot and ankle much swollen and almost 
useless. General Health: Bad, with great debility.
No 3. UNG TING KAH. Age, 34 years; in colony, 11 years; unable to work, 5 years. House : 
Good and roomy; not lined. Disease: Eyelids and conjunctiva much congested; fingers of 
both hands much wasted, some joints gone; left foot much swollen and apparently 
useless. General Health: Apparently good.
No 4. LOCK AH HOEY. Age, 35 years; in colony, 12 years; unable to work, 4  years. Hut: 
Resides with No 3. Disease: Three ulcers on joints of three fingers of right hand, hands 
and fingers otherwise normal; left foot greatly wasted, and toes nearly all gone; right foot, 
ankle, and lower part of leg greatly swollen, with ulcers on both ankles; toes wasted and 
partially gone. General Health: Delicate.
No 5. LEE SAM TACK. Age, 31 years; in colony 13 years; unable to work, 5 years. Hut: Of 
palings and old tin, very small and low; clean. Disease: Fingers of right hand almost gone 
(second and third joints), first joints much flexed on palm of hand; fingers of left hand in 
nearly the same condition; both insteps much swollen, and partially ulcerated; toes of 
right foot swollen. General Health: Apparently good.
No 6. LEW YEE SUR. Aged 47 years; in colony, 13 years. unable to work, 6 years. House : 
Of wood; roomy. Disease. Feet much swollen; toes wasted and some joints gone; some 
fingers of both hands swollen; face and lobe of right ear much swollen. General Health: 
Bad.
No 7. LUM AH FAN. Age, 31 years; in colony, 11 years; unable to work, 6 years. Hut: Of 
palings and old tin, very small and low. Disease: Conjunctiva of both eyes and muc. 
memb. of lids much congested; skin of face and legs leprous; can walk and use both 
hands. General Health: Good.
No 8. YU KE HIN. Age 34 years; in colony 10 years; unable to work, 5 years. Hut: Sides of 
old tin, with bark roof; very small. Disease: Both feet slightly swollen, with sides of same 
partially ulcerated; skin of face leprous, with some tubercles; skin of fingers, leprous. 
General Health: Delicate.
No 9. WONG AH GOCK. Age, 32 years; in colony, 12 years; unable to work, 8 years. Hut: 
Sides of paling, roof of bark; very small and low. Disease: Both legs and feet leprous; with 
tubercles; fingers of both hands much contracted; face partially tuberculous. General 
Health: Delicate.
No 10. WONG AH HIN. I did not see this leper, but the Chinese Interpreter informed me as 
follows:— Age, 43 years; in colony 14 years; unable to work, 14 years. House : Not seen. 
Disease: Blind of one eye, the other eye bad; fingers of both hands contracted; both feet 
partially leprous; mouth drawn to one side.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

562



 

 
 
 
 

 
 

563



 

 Appendix 14 

 
The Chinese Christian Union 

 
Little is known about the Victorian Chinese Christian Union, other than passing 

references in newspapers and an article in the Melbourne Weekly Times.1 The main 

source is an item in The Weekly Times on 25 April 1903. In the early 1900s a Chinese 

pastor, the Rev. Cheng Jingyi called for an end to denominational divisions among 

Chinese Protestants but it is not known if this was the stimulus for the Union 

Cheong's Presidential Address of 1912 described the CCU . 

The Union is formed of the Chinese members of the Anglican, Presbyterian, Methodist 
& Church of Christ Communions joined together for the spreading of the Gospel 
amongst our people here or in China where we have men & women evangelists 
supported by us.2 

The primary purpose of the Union was to support evangelism in China. In an article 

in the Tung Wah Time praising Cheong named one evangelist as: ‘Mr Wang Jiesheng 

from Foshan is one of the most outstanding, whose aunt is Mr Zhang Zhuoxiong’s 

wife’.3 There is a reference to evangelists supported by the Union in Guangdong 

Province, one of whomwas killed during the revolutionary troubles in the Province 

in 1911. Whether this was Wang Jiesheng is unknown. There is a mention of funding 

being provided for a church in Shanghai but the particular congregation is not 

identified. The CCU supported colporteurs, i.e., Chinese prepared to sell Christian 

literature to anyone who would buy.  

As well as the evangelistic role, Cheong felt that the Union should focus on 

matters in China and Australia that were or could be of concern to Chinese 

Christians such as the 1911 revolution and its significance. CCU members actively 

supported the reform and republican movements.  

Cheong mentions the Union's role in raising money to assist in the 1911 Famine 

relief effort. Part of the difficulty in dealing with that specific famine was the 

                                                 
1  The Weekly Times, 25 April 1903. 
2  Cheok Hong Cheong to Sir Henry Weedon, 5 May 1911. 
3  Tung Wah Times, 29 March 1899, p. 3. Translation courtesy Dr Paul Jones and the Chinese 

History at Australian Federation Project, Latrobe University, Bundoora, Victoria. 
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revolutionary disorder affecting China; the collapse of public administration 

following the overthrow of the old imperial order; and the difficulties inevitable in 

the creation of a new republican system of government.  

The Union participated in a Victorian protest in 1906 opposing anti-Chinese 

amendments to the Victorian Factories Act aimed at ending the employment 

opportunities of Chinese in the furniture and laundry trades. Samuel Wong 

(Baptist), the Secretary, told the meeting of the action taken by the CCU in the same 

matter in 1905 when the Union had approached the Evangelical Council of NSW and 

secured strong support. He mentioned the importance of active Christian 

participation in secular matters as contributing to greater acceptance of Christianity 

among the Chinese community. 

We who are engaged in Christian work here find a great difficulty when we try to tell 
our countrymen here that there is no difference between one race and another, for you 
must remember that our people are as keen as other people; they see things that are 
agitating against them as a nation, and they ask us the question why the Christian 
Churches did not do their duty.4 

The meeting was also addressed by Cheong's friend, Harry Pang, a furniture 

manufacturer and a co-founder of the Union. William Liu, a well known Sydney 

Chinese-Australian, identified Christians such as Cheong, Samuel Wong, Harry 

Louey Pang, Pang Goon, Louey Yee Jack, William Ah Ket and Willie Fong as 

members of the Chinese Empire Reform Association.5 In Sydney, The CCU might be 

regarded as a Christian sub-committee of the CERA. 

The formation of the CCU and its commitment to assisting Chinese in secular as 

well as religious issues changed the way in which Cheong approached disasters in 

China. Prior to the formation of the CCU money-raising for famine relief in China 

was conducted as a public appeal involving Europeans and the whole colonial 

community. In 1878, 1889, 1892-3, and again in 1911, there was widespread famine in 

North and Central China.6  The Chinese effort in 1878, 1889, and 1892-3 was 

organised through the Victorian Chinese Residents Committee, chaired by Lowe 

Kong Meng with support from Louis Ah Mouy. Cheong was the secretary and the 

                                                 
4  Cheok Hong Cheong to Sir Henry Weedon, 5 May 1911. 
5  Victorian Council of Churches, Public Questions Committee, 'The Chinese Employment Bill',  
 Meeting held 3 September 1906 at Congregational Meeting Hall., Attachment to Ah Ket, 1906. 
6  'Famine in North China,' pp 86-88 in a, January 1878; pp 101-104, February 1878; The Friend of 

China, pp 364-365 July 1879. 
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main collector from the Chinese. In 1887 the three Chinese leaders were members of 

a Civic Committee established by the Mayor of Melbourne to raise money for famine 

relief. The e committee contributed to the Central Chinese Relief Committee: 

A Committee of Merchants, Missionaries (of all denominations) and other Gentlemen 
of position in Shanghai and Hong Kong has been formed in order to supplement the 
efforts of the Chinese Government. To this Committee (Central China Relief 
Committee) any money subscribed in Victoria will be remitted through the Oriental 
Bank.7 

The Civic Committee of 1878 included a cross-section of the Protestant Christian 

community including the Rev Dr Charles Strong, former Minister of Scots Church, 

Collins Street, and the founder of the Australian Church; John Pigdon, Mayor of 

Melbourne; James MacBain; and Robert Harper, an interesting example of a religious 

man with tough industrial relations policies. Lowe Kong Meng and Cheok Hong 

Cheong represented the Chinese community. The Chinese contributed £257/3/6d. 

The largest contribution was £40 from the See Yup Society. Cheong was in the top 

ten individual contributors with £3/3/-.  

In 1889, Cheong again used a civic committee with the assistance of Louis Ah 

Mouy and Wong Shi Gean. The key speaker at a public meeting in the Melbourne 

Town Hall on 10 April 1889 was the Hon J C Balfour, a member of the Legislative 

Council and a man widely known to be sympathetic to the Chinese. Balfour founded 

the Geelong and Western District Chinese Evangelisation Society that initiated the 

ecumenical Chinese mission at Ballarat (1856-59). Balfour described the situation in 

China as a famine of enormous extent and one of the greatest famines in living 

memory.8  

By 1889 a shift was already discernible as sections of the labour movement 

supported anti-Chinese pressure within the general community with a deliberate 

effort by some trade unionists to disrupt the public meeting. The final meeting of the 

Committee reported that a total in excess of £700 had been forwarded to China. In its 

published report, the Central China Famine Relief Fund issued a world table of 

contributions.  

 

                                                 
7  Sleeman, John H C, (1933), White China: An Austral-Asian Sensation, Sydney, J H C Sleeman, 

p 319. 
8 Victoria, Public Record Office (PRO) VPRS3182 Unit 11. I am grateful to Ms Ros Shennan of  
 Monash University for bringing this item to my notice. Published in Ancestor, Vol 22, #1, Autumn 1994. 
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Table 14.1 
World Contributions to China Famine Relief 

COUNTRY AMOUNT IN TAELS 
Great Britain  124,430 
United States 4.941 
Canada 608 
Australia - Melbourne 14,676      
- Adelaide 6,310  
 - Tasmania 966  21,953   
New Zealand 75 
India 675 
Singapore 3,766 
Penang 2,142 
Hong Kong 14,553 
China 27,207 
Japan 3,833 

 

 

The per capita giving in Melbournewas by far the most supportive of the diaspora 

communities.9  The extraordinary British contribution reflects the influence of the 

supporters of British missions in China. The generous response of foreign Christians 

to famine relief in China, and the lesser contribution of the Chinese Diaspora, is fully 

discussed in Bohr.10  

When Cheong called on the Victorian Chinese community in 1911 to support 

famine relief, he used the CCU as his vehicle for collecting and despatching funds. 

He remarked that anti-Chinese sentiment in Australia now made it much harder to 

gain European support and he was not intending to form the kind of civic 

committees that had worked so well in the past.11 He focused his efforts on 

encouraging the CCU to influence their congregations to do their Christian duty, ie, 

to pursue disinterested benevolence. 

In a letter to Liang Lau Hsiang, the former Consul-General in Melbourne and a 

fellow Christian who had been associated with the CCU, Cheongreferred to the 

hostility of the labour movement that gave rise to a concern that, as in 1889, 

unionists or Labourites, would disrupt the relief effort in Victoria: Cheong was also 

worried about the transfer of money from Australia to the famine relief agency 

                                                 
9  The Daily Telegraph, 11 April 1889. 
10 Bohr, Paul Richard, (1972), Famine in China and The Missionary: Timothy Richard as Relief 

Administrator and Advocate of National Reform, 1876-1884, Harvard East Asian Centre 
Monograph #48, Cambridge,  

 Harvard University Press. Bohr cites: Committee of the China Famine Relief Fund, (1878() The 
Famine 

  in China, London, C Kegan Paul and Co. 
11  Cheong Hong Cheong to Liang Lau Ham, 9 March 1911. 
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through official Chinese channels.12 He later decided to use the network of the China 

Inland Mission to convey famine relief funds to China. 

The CCU cooperated with other Chinese community organisations on the 

immigration issue by lobbying governments and supporting individuals such as Mrs 

Poon Gooey (Chapter 10).  

It also took a role, although information is sparse, in organising Christian opinion 

to support the Chinese in the Laundry and Furniture trades against a long, unfair 

and unjustified attempt to drive out the Chinese working in these industries. 

The story of the Victorian Chinese Christian Union, and the probability of a 

similar body in New South Wales is another of the many areas for further research. 

 

 

                                                 
12  Cheok Hong Cheong to His Excellency Shen Tun-ho, Chairman. Central China Famine Relief  
 Committee, Shanghai, 9 June 1911. 
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Appendix 15 
 

 
 

Chinese Petition against 1857 Victorian Immigration Restrictions 
 

 
 

 

 

To His Excellency Sir H Barkly, Bart. Governor of Victoria 

We the Chinese miners, storekeepers and mechanics located in the various gold-
fields of this colony, beg most humbly to approach your Excellency with our most 
sincere and humble thanks as the representative of your most gracious and 
inestimable Queen Victoria. 

We also express our gratitude to the British people of this colony for the sacred 
protection given to our lives, property, and liberty; and we most humbly beseech 
your Excellency to sanction no law against us which is not in accordance with your 
glorious constitutional laws, against strangers and foreigners. 

We humbly assure your Excellency of our desire to keep inviolate your sacred laws; 
and we have no sympathy with those who wilfully break them. We regret some of 
our countrymen have been led by wicked and designing men of other nations to 
land in an adjacent colony and evade the laws of this land. Your Excellency, we 
trust, will pity the dupes, as they lost in time and expenses what they had been told 
they would save. 

And now, we most humbly pray the Great Creator of the Universe to bless your 
beloved Queen Victoria, her family, and the British people. May he also bless your 
Excellency, the Government, the Judges, and both Houses of Parliament in this 
colony. 

May peace and prosperity attend your illustrious flag of  honor and liberty 
throughout the world. 

Signed on behalf of the Chinese at present meeting. 

Chu A Luk, Chinese Missionary 

August 3rd 1857, Castlemaine 
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Appendix 16 
 

 
Colony of Victoria 

Chinese Miners Accident List 
 

 

 

 

Extracted from 
"Victorian Mining Accident Index"  by - Dave Evans 

 
Welcome to the Victorian Mining Accident Index compiled by Dave Evans 
and presented by the Ballarat & District Genealogical Society. This Victorian 
Index includes ~5600 miners who were killed or injured from the early 1850's 
to the 1940's. The list below provides only the details of Chinese miners. 
 
The Index provides details of Miner's Name - Date - Status - Children - 
Location of Accident - Source (where you can get more information).  
 
The index is not complete & if you know of any miners not listed, please 
contact Dave Evans (email below) with any details.  
 Index Updated : 18 January 2001 
Chinese List extracted by Ian Welch, February 2001. 
(Reproduced with approval Dave Evans and the Ballarat & District 
Genealogical Society) 
 
Mining Accident queries to Dave Evans, email : devans@giant.net.au or visit 
his Mining Records Page. 

 
 

See also 
Ballarat Cemetery Records 

And Victorian Inquest Records 
http://www.chaf.lib.latrobe.edu.au/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

569

http://www.chaf.lib.latrobe.edu.au/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

570



 

Name    Date K/I/O  Status  Comments District    Division  

A 
Ack Hip   1884/11/25    Killed   Single     Sandhurst  Heathcote    
Ack Yum 1876/10/09 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Ah Shew       1865 Killed Married Fall down shaft  Beechworth Buckland  
Ah ? 1866 Killed (see Shee AhShew)  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Ah Ching Wong 1861 Killed 32 Y. O.  
Ah Hee 1867/01/21 Killed       
Ah Hoe 1861 Killed                    Ballarat Smythesdale 
Ah Kee 1876/06/19 Injured Compo  Ballarat Buninyong  
Ah Lan 1864 Killed  Accident    
Ah Look 1864/07/12 Killed  23 Y. O.  Ballarat Brown's  
Ah Moa  1866 Killed  Fall down shaft Ballarat Nintingbool  
Ah Shee 1861 Killed (see Moa Ah) Falling in shaft Sandy Creek   
Ah Sheong 1861 Killed 23 Y. O. (see Shee Ah) Shaft collapse Sandy Creek   
Ah Soon 1867 Killed 25 Y. O.(see Sheong Ah) Fall down shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Ah Tans 1870 Killed 22 Y. O.(see SoonAh) Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Ah Toewing 1865 Killed see Tans Ah Skull fracture Ballarat   
Ah Tong 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Ah Toy 1882 Killed  Drowned in mine Ballarat Lintons  
Ah War Lee 1867 Killed  Fall down shaft Sandhurst   
Ah Yen 1872 Killed see Lee Ah War Fall down shaft Ballarat Creswick  
Ah Yen 1888/01/14 Injured (see Yen Ah)   Gippsland Omeo  
Ah. Mow 1860 Killed Single 56 Y. O. Accident Maryborough   
 
B 
Bak Tong 1872 Killed 3 Y. O. Foul air Ballarat Haddon  
Bing She 1864 Killed  Fall of earth White Hills   
 Bong Am 1861 Killed  Accidentdrowned Ballarat Blackwood  
Bong Nam 1857 Killed  Fall of Earth Beechworth   
Boy Gow 1862 Killed 20 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Hepburn  
Bun Sing 1875 Killed  Injury in claim Castlemaine Fryerstown  
 
C 
Can Soo 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Molesworth   
Cham Lone 1860 Killed  Fall into shaft Ararat Cathcart  
Chan Wan 1878/07/24 Killed  Not Known Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Chea Pak 1856  Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Chee Nan 1879/12/19  Killed 58 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Percydale  
Cheong  1866 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Cheong Tak 1861 Killed  44 Y. O. Fall of earth White Hills  
Chew Ah 1879/07/28 Killed Single  Beechworth Beechworth 
Chew Di 1864 Killed 30 Y. O. (see Di Chew) Fall into shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Chew Tooey 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Chewton  
Chi Goon 1882 Killed 65 Y. O. Accident burns Sandhurst Rushworth  
Chim Fong 1860 Killed  Accident Sandhurst  
Chin Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  
Chin Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  
Chin Ah 1884 Killed 50 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Diamond Crk 
Chin Ah 1884/06/21 Killed Single  Castlemaine St Andrew's 
Chin Ah Kim 1874 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon 
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Chin Ali 1861 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat  
Chin Ching 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine  
Chin Hock 1858 Killed  Fall down shaft Ballarat  
Chin Hoo 1876 Killed 39 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Morrisons  
Chin Hoo 1876/12/01 Killed Single  Ballarat Buninyong  
Chin Loon 1873/09/25 Killed    Ballarat Hero Extended 
Chin Mon 1865 Killed 41 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Chin Sing 1865 Killed 50 Y. O Fall of earth Beechworth  
Chin Soon 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Bungaree  
Chin Tin 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Spring Creek   
Chinaman 1859/06/03 Killed Date reported  Ballarat Tavistock Gully 
Chinaman 1862/01/07 Killed   Ararat White Patch 
Chinaman 1869/08/23 Injured   Ballarat Scarsdale   
Chinaman 1869/11/23 Killed 2 Chinamen killed  Castlemaine Campbell's Creek  
Chinaman 1873/07/12 Killed   Maryborough Dunolly  ( 
Chinaman 1874/06/16 Killed  Not Stated  Beechworth Yackandandah 
Chinaman Jemmy  1869/10/11 Injured Ballarat  Rokewood  
Ching Ah 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Ching Chin 1857 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  
Ching Ling Coon 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine  
Ching Teong 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Indigo  
Ching Wong Ah 18861 Killed 32 Y. O. (see Fall into shaft  Beechworth  Indigo 
Wong Ah Ching)       
Chiong Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst  
Chong Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst  
Chong Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat  
Chong Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Buckland  
Chong Ah 1860 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat  Creswick   
Chong Ah 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat  Haddon  
Chong Fow (Chang)1870/10/12 Killed   Ballarat  White Flat  
Chong Hock 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Stanley  
Chong Hui 1875 Killed  44 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Beaufort  
Chong Man 1865 Killed  31 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Chong Sing 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Chong Tow 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat     
Chonge Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth     
Choon Ah 1881 Killed  Fall of earth Caledonia    
Chou Owen 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Chow Hung 1876/05/04 Injured Compo  Ballarat  Ballarat  
Chow Ah 1861 Killed  Fall of earth Gippsland  Omeo   
Chow Lee Tin 1882/05/02 Killed Single  Gippsland Omeo  
Choy Gee 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland ( 
Chu Chung 1882 Killed 64 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Staffordshire Reef  
Chum Ah 1881/06/16 Killed Married  2 children  Castlemaine St.Andrews  
Chun Yin 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Stawell  
Chung Ah 1860 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Chung Ah 1868 Killed 32 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Staffordshire Reef  
Chung Ah 1875/07/15 Killed Not Known Approx Date  Beechworth Buckland  
Chung Ah Chung 1869 Killed Date Not Known  Ballarat Little Bendigo  
Chung Ah Tong 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Durham Lead 
Chung Ah Yen 1883 Killed   Fall down shaft Ballarat Morrisons 
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Chung Ang 1881 Killed   Ballarat Haddon  
Chung At 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
hung Chu 1882/09/04 Killed Married 64 Y.O. Wife in China Ballarat Staffordshire Reef  
Chung Chung Ah 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat  
Chung Gook 1880/04/03 Killed Single Approx Date  Fall of earth Beechworth Beechworth 
Chung Hi 1885/03/20 Killed Married 60 Y.O.  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Chung Hia 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Trunk Lead  
Chung Kay 1860 Killed 20 Y. O. Drwoned Ballarat   
Chung Lie 1869 Killed  Killed in claim Ballarat Smythesdale 
Chung Pin 1860 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall into shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Chung Quong 1863 Killed  Fall from scaffold  Maryborough  
Chung Tin 1863 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Indigo   
Chung Yow 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Suffolk Lead  Ranges  
Con Hoe 1870 Killed 32 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat Staffordshire Reef   
Con Shing 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Gippsland  Omeo  
Cong Ping 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Cooey Ah 1880 Killed  Fall down shaft Beechworth   
Coon Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Smythes Creek 
Coon Ching Ling 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Coon James 1875/11/02 Killed  Married 6 children  Ballarat Smythesdale  
Coon Louey Ah 1889 Killed 32 Y. O. Fall of earth Melbourne  
Coon Louis Ah 1889/10/29 Killed Single 35 Y. O  Beechworth Alexandra   
Coon Samuel 1881/01/20 Killed Single Fall of earth Castlemaine Tarrangower  
Cow Ah 1862/10/09 Killed   Maryborough Carisbrook Di 
Cow Ah 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Carisbrook ( 
Cow Ah 1874/06/04 Killed  Married Wife/Child in China Ballarat Smythesdale 
Cow Lin 1859 Killed 25 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Cow Sin 1859 Killed   Ballarat Smythesdale 
Coy Ah 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Amherst  
 
D 
Dack Ah 1874/07/25 Killed Single  Castlemaine Fryer's Creek  
Dat Soon 1866 Killed 45 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Chewton   
Deng Teong 1861 Killed 25 Y. O. (see Teong Deng) Fall into shaft Beechworth Lower Indigo 
Di Chew 1864 Killed 30 Y. O. ( see Chew Di) Fall into shaft Beechworth  Indigo  
Din He 1864 Killed 36 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Chiltern  
 
F 
Fat Ah 1863 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Fat Ah 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst  
Fat Ah 1885 Killed  Fall down shaft Sandhurst Eaglehawk  
Fat Ah 1885/03/11 Killed Single 46 Y. O.  Ballarat Smythesdale  
Fong Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Fong Ah 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Beaufort  
Fong Chim 1860 Killed  Accident Sandhurst   
Fong Gin 1863 Killed  (see Gin Fong) Fall down shaft Ararat Pleasant Ck 
Fong Han 1859 Killed 37 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Fong Ling 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Buninyong  
Fong Och Art 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Fong Tcheong 1860 Killed  Fall into shaft Beechworth Indigo   
Fong Tong 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
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Foo Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Foo Wing 1856 Killed  Fall of earth White Hills   
Fook Qua 1874/12/08 Killed Single  Maryborough Avoca  
Foon Kin 1888 Killed 53 Y. O. Phthisis Ararat Barkly  
Foon Ky 1885/01/12 Killed Single  Ballarat Creswick  
Foot Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Yackandandah 
Fou Ah 1855 Killed   Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Foung Ah 1858 Killed 22 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Foung Ah 1859 Killed 21 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Foung You 1865 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Foy Ah 1868 Killed  Fall of earth Growlers Creek   
Foy Ah 1876/04/28 Killed  Married Wife in China Maryborough Amherst    
Fuck King 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Browns   
Fun Ah 1861/07/23 Killed  23 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Canadian Gully 
Fun Ah 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Chiltern  
Fun Hung Ah 1875/11/04 Killed Single 54 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst Sandhurst   
Fun Owan 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick   
Fun Sum 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Spring Gully    
Fung Ah 1871 Killed  Fall of earth  Mopoke    
Fung Nam 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Fy Ling 1857 Killed  Foul air in mine Ballarat   
 
G 
Ge Kow 1859 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Ge Ye Hen 1874 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon   
Gee Choy 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland   
Gee Hock 1863 Killed 40 Y. O. (see Hock Gee) Fall into shaft Beechworth Chiltern   
Gee Quong 1888 Killed 68 Y. O. Phthisis Castlemaine    
Gee Samuel 1865 Killed  17 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Chewton   
Gee Wong Ah 1880/03/13 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Gee Yen 1871 Killed  Fall of earth Jericho   
Gem Au 1860 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Yackandandah 
Geong Lee 1883/06/30 Killed Single Fall of earth Beechworth Dry Creek 
Gep Goon 1877/01/02 Killed Married 4 children  Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Gew Ah 1865 Killed 40 Y. O. Fall of earth Mosquito Flat    
Ghe Sing 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Amherst   
Gin Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Gin Fong 1863 Killed (see Fong Gin) Fall down shaft Ararat Pleasant Ck 
Gin Mun 1865 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Beaufort   
Gin Peng 1876 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon   
Gin Quong Gong 1881 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Gin She 1862 Killed 31 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Gin Woo 1882/09/01 Killed Married None  Wife in China Ballarat Smythesdale  
Gin Yeng 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Deep Lead  
Ging San 1862 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Vaughan  
Ging Ye Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat? Durham Lead 
Gip Sun 1884/01/09 Killed Married Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Gock An 1885/03/06 Killed Single 53 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Gon Au 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Golden Point    
Gong Ah 1866/09/07 Killed   Ballarat Buninyong  
Gong Gin Quong 1881/08/27 Killed Single Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
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Gooey Ann 1869/01/07 Killed   Ballarat Nintingbool  
Gook Chung 1880 Killed     Beechworth  
Gook Sing 1872 Killed   Fall of earth Sandhurst     
Goon A. L. 1906 Injured   Ballarat   
Goon Ah 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Goon And 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Carisbrook  
Goon Chi 1882 Killed 65 Y. O. Accident burns Sandhurst Rushworth   
Goong An 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   Mansfield  
Goong Quong 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Gu Pan 1860 Killed 22 Y. O. Accident drowned Sandridge   
Guan Funn 1879/03/07 Killed Married1 Child  Ballarat  Creswick   
Gum Shing 1889 Killed  Killed in claim Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Gun Hock 1892 Killed  Accident killed Ballarat Ballarat East 
Gwan Fun 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick   
 
H 
Hai Ang 1854 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Hai Chung 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Trunk Lead   
Haing Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Table Land    
Han Fong 1859 Killed 37 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Han Hen 1859 Killed  Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Han Nuck 1858 Killed 14 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Hang Ah 1883/02/20 Killed Single 57 Y. Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Hang Ah 1883/11/01 Killed Single Fall down shaft Maryborough Maryborough 
Haw Man 1863 Killed 46 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Yapeen   
He Din 1864 Killed 36 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Chiltern   
Hee Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Hee Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Carisbrook   
Hee Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Smythes Creek 
Hen  Ah 1865 Killed 27 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Amherst  
Hen  Ah 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Indigo   
Hen  Gen Ye 1874 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Hen Han 1859 Killed  Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Hen  Ah 1865 Killed 27 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Amherst  
Hen  Ah 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Indigo 
Hi Quong 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca   
Hi Sun 1861 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Hic Ah 1866 Killed 28 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Him Ah 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Hin Ah 1860 Killed Fall of earth  Ballarat   
Hin Kue 1891 Killed  60 Y. O. Fall down shaft Ararat Illawarra  
Hine Ah 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Hine Ye 1874/06/24 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale  
Hing Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth   Beechworth   
Hing Ah 1865 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Yandoit   
Hing Kid 1881 Killed   Ballarat   
Hing Len 1884/08/19 Killed Single  Ararat Ararat   
Ho Ah  1869 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Hock Ah 1857 Killed 18 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Hock Chong 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Stanley   
Hock Gee 1863 Killed 40 Y. O.(see Gee Hock) Fall into shaft Beechworth Chiltern   
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Hock Gun 1892/10/14 Killed Compo  Ballarat Ballarat   
Hock Nock 1875/06/16 Killed Married 3 children 
Hock Tow 1861 Killed   Ballarat Smythesdale 
Hock Yune 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Hoe Con 1870 Killed 32 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Staffordshire Reef  
Hoe Lim 1862 Killed  (see Lim Hoe) Fall down shaft Ballarat   
Hoi Ok 1861 Killed  Accident drowned Ballarat Blackwood  
Hok Wy 1872 Killed (see Wy Hok) Fall down shaft Beechworth Ovens   
Hong Ah 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Bendoc   
Hong Jee 1858 Killed  Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Hong Thon 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Hoo Chin 1876 Killed 39 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Morrisons  
Houn Men 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
How Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Blackwood  
How At 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine    
How Chong 1875/01/12 Killed Married 2 children  Ararat Raglan  
Hoy Ah 1874/05/?? Killed Not Stated.  Date Not Known Castlemaine Hepburn  
Hoy James 1866/08/20 Killed   Sandhurst Sheepshead Reef  
Hoy Le Ah 1888 Killed  Fall of stone Ballarat   
Hoy Oc 1860 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Hoy Yon 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Hui Chong 1875 Killed  44 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Beaufort  
Huing Ah 1868 Killed 35 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek   
Hun Ah 1863 Killed 25 Y. O. Fall of earth  Castlemaine Guildford  
Hung Ah 1860 Killed 34 Y. O. Accident burns Castlemaine    
Hung Ah 1862 Killed 23 Y. O. Accident shock Ballarat    
Hung Ah Fun 1875 Killed 54 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Hung Ken 1863 Killed  (see Ken Hung) Fall into shaft Beechworth Chiltern  
Hung Sign 1861 Killed 44 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
 

J 
Jee Hong 1858 Killed   Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Jo Moon 1876 Killed 59 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Jow Ah 1866 Killed 35 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
 
K 
Kachun 1854 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Kah Lung 1877 Killed  Fall down shaft Maryborough Alma   
Kaim Ah 1874/04/08 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale   
Kang Ah 1878/05/16 Killed Single  Ballarat Buninyong   
Kay Ah 1863 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Linton  
Kay Ah 1871 Killed 40 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Kay Chung 1906 Killed 20 Y. O. Accident drowned Ballarat   
Kee Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Landsborough 
Kee Ying 1885/05/30 Killed Married 56 Y.  Ballarat Smythesdale( 
Kee Yung 1877/11/08 Killed Married No children  Castlemaine Hepburn  
Keen Tow 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Three Mile Creek  
Kem Ah 1890 Killed  Phthisis Castlemaine Daylesford  
Ken Hung 1863 Killed 30 Y. O. (see Hung Ken) Fall into shaft Beechworth Chiltern  
Key Sing 1861 Killed 36 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick Hard 
Hills 
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Ki David Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Dunolly   
Kid Hing 1881 Killed  Accident drowned Ballarat   
Kid Way 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Kim Ah 1882/06/09 Killed Single  Castlemaine Tarrangower 
Kim Chin Ah 1874 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Kim Me 1864 Killed 53 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Kin Ah 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Kin Ah 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Kin Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Kin Ah 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Kin Ah 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Guildford  
Kin Foon 1888 Killed 53 Y. O. Phthisis Ararat Barkly   
Kin Looke 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Kin Pin 1876/09/15 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
King Ah 1869/06/29 Killed   Ballarat Scarsdale  
King Ah 1871 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Vaughan  
Kit Ah 1857 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Kit Leong 1877/01/17 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Kit Ling 1877 Killed 55 Y. O. Fall down shaft Ballarat Haddon  
Knee Sing 1859 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Kong Ah 1880/10/05 Killed Single  Beechworth Buckland  
Kong Ping 1879/12/11 Killed Married Wife in China  Castlemaine Castlemaine 
Kow Ah 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Lower Buckland   
Kow Ah 1874/06/04 Killed 48 Y. O.   Ballarat Smythesdale 
Kow Ge 1859 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Kue Him 1891 Killed 60 Y. O. Fall down shaft Beechworth Pennyweight 
Ovens  
Kuhsam 1868/10/10 Killed   Ballarat Clunes  
Kun Him 1891/08/10 Killed Single 54 Y. O.  Ararat Ararat  
Kung Tuck 1882/10/06 Killed Married 2 children  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Kung Wah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Ovens Pennyw/t  
Ky Foon 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
 
L 
Lam Ah 1862 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Lan Ah 1864 Killed 23 Y. O.  Beechworth  Indigo   
Lan Ah 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Stanley   
Lan Wee 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Lang Ah 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Lang Assec 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Mount Misery   
Lap Ah 1865 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Chiltern   
Lay Pen 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Le Ah Hoy 1888 Killed  Stone fall in shaft Ballarat   
Le Wau Tchu 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Lea Zing 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Lee Ah Hoy 1888/01/10 Killed Single 38 Y. O.  Ballarat Ballarat  
Lee Ah 1864 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Vaughan  
Lee Ah 1869/06/19 Killed   Ballarat Haddon  
Lee Ah War 1867 Killed  (see Ah War Lee) Fall down shaft Sandhurst    
Lee Geong 1883 Killed  Fall of earth Dry Creek  
Lee Nan Took 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Jamieson  
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Lee Sing Moon 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Lee Wah 1890 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Lee Zing 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Lem Ah 1875/10/27 Killed Single  Ballarat Creswick  
LenAh 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
LenHing 1884 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Leon Toon 1862 Killed   (see Toon Leon) Fall down shaft Beechworth Chiltern   
Leong Ah 1876/06/10 Killed Single 40 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Maryborough 
Leong Auge 1854 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Leoung Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Let Ah 1868 Killed  Fall of earth  Adelaide Lead 
Let Ah 1874 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth Yackandandah 
Lie Chung 1869 Killed  Killed in claim Ballarat Smythesdale  
Lim Hoe 1862 Killed  (see Hoe Lim) Fall into shaft Ballarat   
Lim Lin 1864 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough    
Lim Tak 1878 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Lin Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Landsborough 
Lin Ah 1875/06/16 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Lin Ah Wee 1871/07/08 Killed or Sim./Lin  Ballarat Rose Hill MC 
Lin Cow 1859 Killed 25 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Lin Lim 1864 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough   
Ling Ah 1884 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Yarrawonga 
Ling Fong 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Buninyong  
Ling Fy 1857 Killed  Foul air in mine Ballarat   
Ling Kit 1877 Killed  55 Y. O. Fall down shaft Ballarat  Haddon  
Ling Shin 1862 Killed  Fall of earth  Castlemaine Maldon   
Ling You 1884 Killed 70 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Talbot   
Ling Young 1861 Killed   Accident drowned Ballarat Blackwood   
Linn Tack 1878/11/18 Killed Married child in China  Ballarat Ballarat  
Lip Ah 1874/01/30 Killed Not Stated Approx Date Beechwirth Jamieson Nth 
Lip We 1869 Killed   Fall of earth Beechworth Rutherglen   
Lit Ah 1860 Killed 22 Y. O.  Suffocated foul air Beechworth Indigo  
Loi Ah 1859 Killed   Fall of earth  Beechworth    
Loite Geo. 1890/03/03 Injured Date reported   Ballarat  Creswick  
Lok Tze 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
Loke Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Lone Cham 1860 Killed  Fall down shaft Ararat Cathcart  
Long Tin 1880/10/05 Killed Single Fall of earth Beechworth Freeburgh 
Loo Ah 1881 Killed  Killed in claim Maryborough   
Looke Kin 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine  Forest Creek 
Loon Ah 1866 Killed  30 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Maldon   
Loon Hen 1874/06/30 Killed Not Stated Approx Date  Castlemaine Hepburn  
Looney 1868/08/20 Injured   Ballarat  Webster St. Mine  
Lop Soo 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Surface Hill  
Louey Ah Coon 1889 Killed 32 Y. O. Explosion dynamite Melbourne    
Low Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Loy Ah 1880 Killed 50 Y. O. Fall of earth  Back Creek  
Loy Ah 1880/08/30 Killed Not Known  Ballarat Creswick  
Loy Pen 1876/03/08 Killed Single  Ballarat Buninyong  
Luey Ah 1889 Killed 73 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Welshmans Reef 
Lui Ah 1881/07/23 Killed Single  Maryborough Maryborough 
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Luke Ah 1877/06/29 Killed Single 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Lum Ah 1878/07/09 Killed Single  Approx Date  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Lum Sow 1859 Killed 24 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Lun Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Lun Yung 1863 Killed  Fall of earth  Humbug Hill 
Lung Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Lung Ah 1863 Killed  Accident drowned  Campaspe  
Lung Ah 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Stanley   
Lung Kah 1877 Killed  Fall down shaft Maryborough Alma    
Lung Moy 1859 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat    
Ly Owie 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough    
Ly Up 1860 Killed 23 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
 
M 
Man Ah 1875/10/26 Killed Single  Beechworth Beechworth 
Man Chong 1865 Killed 31 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Man Haw 1863 Killed 46 Y. O Fall of earth Castlemaine Yapeen  
Man Quee 1872 Killed 53 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Vaughan  
Mang Wang 1861 Killed 38 Y. O. Accident drowned  Shepherds Flat 
Me Kim 1864 Killed 53 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Men Houn 1857 Killed   Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Meng Ky 1871/11/28 Killed   Ballarat   
Min Tak 1860 Killed 53 Y. O Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Ming Ah 1883/08/30 Killed  Married  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Ming Quong 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough 
Moa Ah 1866 Killed (see Ah Moa) Fall into shaf Ballarat Nintingbool  
Mon Chin 1865 Killed 41 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Mon. Ah 1884 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Cobram  
Mong Ah 1860 Killed 21 Y. O. Asphyxia foul air Beechworth Indigo  
Mong Ah 1866 Killed  Suffocation Ballarat Buninyong  
Mong Ah 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Chewton  
Mong Scong 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Durham Lead 
Moo Sing 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Maldon 
Moog Ka Teung 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Moon Lee Sing 1882/08/28 Killed Not Known  Ararat Raglan  
Moon Loo 1876/08/23 Killed Married 1 child Wife in China Castlemaine Castlemaine 
Mow Ah 1860 Killed  Mine accident Maryborough   
Moy Ah 1859 Killed  Fall down shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Moy Lung 1859 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat   
Mun Gin 1865 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Beaufort  
Mung Quon 1863 Killed 42 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Yapeen 
 
N 
Nam Ah 1884/09/17 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale  
Nam Bong 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Nam Chee 1879 Killed 58 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Percydale  
Nam Fung 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Nam Quin 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Bendigo  
Nam Shing 1870 Killed  Fall of stone in claim Maryborough Avoca  
Nam Took Lee 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Jamieson  
Nin Sang 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
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Ning Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Non Ah 1855 Killed  Fall of earth  Back Creek 
 
O 
Oc Hoy 1860 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Och Art Fong 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
On Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Bendigo  
On Ah 1865 Killed 40 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Strangeways 
On Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Buckland  
On Ah 1875/02/10 Killed  Not Known Maryborough St Arnaud   
On Tee 1875 Killed 50 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough St Arnaud  
One Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Sanndhurst    
One Ping 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Owie Ly 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough   
 
P 
Paen Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Pak Chea 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Pan Gu 1860 Killed 22 Y. O. (Labourer) Accident drowned Sandridge  (Melbourne) 
Pee Zue 1866 Killed  Suffocation Ballarat Buninyong  
Pen Lay 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Pen Yuk 1876/12/20 Killed  Widower                                    Ballarat Creswick  
Peng Gin 1876 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Pin Chung 1860 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall into shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Pin Yuk 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Ping Ah 1866 Killed 33 Y. O. Accident drowned Castlemaine Elphinstone  
Ping Ah\ 1874/08/26 Killed Approx Date Not Stated Ararat Ararat  
Ping Cong 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Ping One 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Ping See 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Yackandandah 
Pon Ten 1856 Killed  Fall down shaft Maryborough Alma  
Pong Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Heathcote  
Pong Ah 1860 Killed 35 Y. O. Accident fall Beechworth Indigo  
Pong Ah 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Talbot  
Pony Ah 1861 Killed  Accident drowned Ballarat Blackwood  
Poo Ah 1871 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Ovens 
Pow Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Buckland  
Pow Ah 1871 Killed  Fall of earth  Beechworth Yackandandah 
Pow Way Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Inglewood  
Poy Ap 1860 Killed 23 Y. O. Accident drowned Ballarat  Dig. Evans) 
Pul Ah 1859 Killed 20 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Pung Wa 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
 
Q 
Que Ah 1865 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Quee Ah 1864 Killed 29 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Buninyong  
Quee Man 1872 Killed 53 Y. O Fall of earth Castlemaine Vaughan  
Quin Nan 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Bendigo  
Quin Tie 1861 Killed 38 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Strangeways 
Quock Tan 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Quon Ah 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
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Quong Ah 1879/03/07 Killed Married No children Wife in China Ballarat Smythesdale 
Quong Ah 1879/07/28 Killed Single Compo Ballarat Smythesdale 
Quong Ah 1883/12/05 Killed Single 50 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Ballarat East 
Quong Gee 1888 Killed 68 Y. O. Phthisis Castlemaine    
Quong Gong Gin 1881 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Quong Goon 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Quong Hi 1876/03/30 Killed Married Wife in China  Maryborough Avoca  
Quong Ming 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Berlin (Rheola) 
Quong Mung 1863 Killed 42 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Yapeen   
Quong Wah 1873/09/25 Killed  Fall form scaffold Ballarat Hero Extended 
 

R 
Rit Ah 1855 Killed  Fall of earth  Wombat     

 

S 
Sai A 1857 Killed 28 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Saien Gang 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Barkly  
Sam Ah 1866 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Sam Ah 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Sam Ah 1885/11/06 Killed Single 35 Y. O.  Maryborough St Arnaud   
San Ging 1862 Killed 34 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Vaughan  
Sang Ah 1877/02/10 Killed Single  Ballarat Creswick  
Sang Ah 1861/11/09 Killed 31 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick 
Sang Nin 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Scen As 1856 Killed  Foul air Ballarat   
Scong Mong 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Durham Lead 
See Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough   
See Ping 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Yackandandah 
Sen Tin 1874/01/23 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
She Bing 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Bendigo White Hills  
She Gin 1862 Killed 31 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Shee Ah 1861 Killed (see AhShee) Shaft collapse  Sandy Creek 
Shee Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Daylesford  
Shee Ah Shew 1865 Killed (see AhShew Shee) Fall into shaft Beechworth Buckland  
Sheong Ah 1861 Killed 25 Y. O. (see Ah Sheong) Shaft collapse Sandy Creek   
Shien Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Shimmin E. 1914 Injured   Castlemaine Ajax Nth. Mine 
Shin Ling 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine  Maldon  
Shing Can Single 1885/06/10 Killed Single 30 Y.O.  Gippsland Omeo  
Shing Con 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Gippsland Omeo  
Shing Goon 1889/08/15 Killed Single 53 Y.O.  Castlemaine Castlemaine 
Shing Gum 1889 Killed  Killed in claim Castlemaine Campbells Creek 
Shu Tin 1865 Killed (see Tin Shu) Fall into shaft Beechworth  Rutherglen  
Shue You 1877 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Shy Six 1861 Killed 69 Y. O. Foul air Ararat  Pleasant Ck.
  
Shy Yung 1865 Killed 39 Y. O Fall of earth Ararat Armstrongs  
Si Ling 1884/09/25 Injured Single  Ballarat Smythesdal  
Si. Yen 1879 Killed 51 Y. O. Mining accident Ballarat Haddon  
Sie Yon 1862 Killed 37 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Sigh Hung 1861 Killed 44 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
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Sihil Tchsin 1860 Killed 37 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Sim Ah Wee 1871/07/08 Killed  or Lin./Sim  Ballarat Rose Hill MC 
Sin Ah 1879/09/18 Killed Single  Castlemaine Tarrangower 
Sin Moy Kai 1876/11/03 Killed Single  Ballarat Ballarat     
Sing Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Sing Ah 1858 Killed  Foul air Ballarat   
Sing Ah 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Inglewood  
Sing Ah 1885/03/06 Killed Single 51 Y. O.  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Sing Bun 1875/05/17 Killed Married Wife in China  Castlemaine Fryer's Creek 
Sing Chin 1865 Killed 50 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth    
Sing Chong 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Sing Ghe 1882/02/13 Killed Married No Dependent  Maryborough  Amherst  
Sing Gook 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Sing Key 1861 Killed 36 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Cres/k Hard Hills  
Sing Knee 1859 Killed 33 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Sing Moo 1876/11/21 Killed Single  Castlemaine Tarrangower 
Sing Moon Lee 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat    
Sing Tai 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Heathcote  
Sing Tak 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
Sing Wen 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Sing Ye 1869 Killed  Fall down shaft Maryborough Fiddlers creek 
Sitt Ah 1887/12/22 Killed  Married 51 Y. O.  Ballarat Nerrina   
Six Shy 1861 Killed 68 Y. O. Foul air Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Soo Can 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
SooLop 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Surface Hill  
Soon Ah 1867 Killed 22 Y. O. (see Ah Soon) Fall down shaft Ballarat Smythesdale 
Soon Chin 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Bungaree   
Soon Dat 1866 Killed 46 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine  Chewton  
Soon Too 1879/11/04 Killed Single  Ballarat Blackwood  
Souee Wy 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Sow Lum 1859 Killed 24 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine    
Soy Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Sue Ah 1864 Killed 51 Y. O. Fall of earth  Ararat Beaufort  
Sue Ah 1885/03/11 Killed Single 43 Y.O.  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Sue Can 1879/12/31 Killed Single  Beechworth Beechworth 
Sue You 1868 Killed  Fall of earth   Caledonia  
Sum Fun 1858 Killed 28 Y. O. Fall of earth Spring Gully    
Sun Ah 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst  
Sun Ah 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth  Bright  
Sun Gip 1884 Killed   Ballarat Trunk Lead  
Sun Hi 1861 Killed   Ballarat    
Sunn Ah 1857 Killed  Smothered in claim Maryborough St Arnaud   
 
T 
Tack Ah 1859 Killed 29 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat   
Tack Ah 1863 Killed 35 Y. O. Accident Maryborough Talbot   
Tack Ah 1863 Killed 35 Y. O. Mining Accident Maryborough Talbot  
Tack Ah 1874 Killed 38 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Vaughan  
Tack Ah 1881 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Stawell   
Tack Ah 1881/10/25 Killed Single  Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Tack Clue 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Staffordshire Reef  
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Tack Lim 1878 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Tack Sing 1878/11/18 Killed   Ballarat PrinceReg/t Gully 
Tai Sing 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst Heathcote  
Tai Youck 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst? Peg Leg Gully 
Tak Cheong 1861 Killed 44 Y. O. Fall of earth White Hills   
Tak Min 1860 Killed 53 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Tak Sing 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
Tan Ah 1860 Killed  Fall of stone Bacchus Marsh    
Tang Ah 1866 Killed  Suffocation Ballarat Buninyong  
Tank 1862/02/21 Injured Date reported  Ballarat Market Res. Claim 
Tans Ah 1860 Killed  Fall of stone Bacchus Marsh    
Tans Ah 1870 Killed (see Ah Tans) Fall down shaft Ballarat   
Tans Quock 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Tcheong Fong 1860 Killed  Fall into shaft Beechworth Indigo  
Tchick A 1858 Killed 40 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Tching Ah 1862 Killed 20 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat    
Tchsin Sihil  1860 Killed 37 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale 
Tchu Wau Le 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Tchung Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Tee On 1875 Killed 50 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough St Arnaud  
Teeong Ah 1858 Killed 20 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough   
Tem Ah 1872 Killed  Fall of earth Mopoke   
Ten Pon 1856 Killed Fall of earth Maryborough Alma    
Teon Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Teong Ching 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Indigo  
Teong Deng 1861 Killed 25 Y. O.  
(see DengTeong)  Fall into shaft Beechworth Lower Indigo   
Teung Mooy Ki 1876/11/03 Killed   Ballarat Little Bendigo 
Thon Hong 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Til Ah 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
Tin Ah 1859 Killed 30 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Tin Chin 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Spring Creek    
Tin Chung 1863 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Beechworth  Indigo  
Tin Long 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Freeburgh   
Tin Shu 1865 Killed 30 Y. O.   (see ShuTin) Fall into shaft Beechworth Rutherglen  
Tip Yen 1883 Killed  Accident drowned Castlemaine Egans Town 
Toewing Ah 1865 Killed  Skull fracture Ballarat   
Tong Ah 1866/09/07 Killed   Ballarat Buninyong 
Tong Ah 1870/07/30 Killed    Ballarat Rose Hill Co 
Tong Ah 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Tong Ah 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Freeburgh   
Tong Bak 1872 Killed 43 Y. O. Foul air Ballarat  Haddon  
Tong Chung Ah 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Durham Lead 
Tong Fong 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek 
Too Chew 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine  Campbells Creek 
Took Lee Nan 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Jamieson  
Toon Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Havelock  
Toon Ah 1882 Killed  Phthisis Ballarat Creswick  
Toon Leon 1862 Killed (see Leon Toon) Fall down shaft Beechworth Chiltern  
Tow Chong 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Tow Keen 1863 Killed  Fall of earth  Three Mile Creek  
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Tow Tin 1861 Killed (see Tin Tow) Fall into shaft  Beechworth Indigo  
Toy Ah 1862 Killed 25 Y. O. Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Toy Ah 1870/06/04 Injured   Ballarat  Garabaldi  
Toy Ah 1882/07/14  Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Tuck Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
Tuck Ah 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Tuck Yen 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Snake Valley   
Tue Ah 1869/08/23 Killed  Injured in January  Ballarat Durham Lead 
Tueng Moog Ka 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat    
Tuk Yen 1880/01/16 Killed Married  Wife in China  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Tung Ah 1881/01/28 Killed Single  Castlemaine Castlemaine 
Tung Ah 1882/05/19 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
Tze Lok 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   
 
U 
Ung Ah Lee 1874/09/10 Killed Married no children Wife in China Beechworth  Bucklands  
Up Ly 1860 Killed 23 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
 
W 
Wa Pung 1859 Killed   Fall of earth  Ararat   
Wah Ah 1866 Killed 27 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Queenstown
  
Wah Ah  1875/07/29 Killed Single 38 Y. O. Fall into shaft Beechworth Yackandandah 
Wah Kung 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth   OvensPennyw/t  
Wah Lee 1890/08/02 Killed Single 65 Y. O  Ballarat Creswick  
Wah Quong 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
Wan Chan 1878 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Wang Mang 1861 Killed  Accident drowned Shepherds Flat   
War Lee Ah 1867 Killed  Fall down shaft Sandhurst   
Way Ah 1861 Killed  Accident drowned Ballarat Blackwood  
Way Ah Pow 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Inglewood  
Way George 1861 Killed 47 Y. O. Fall down shaft Ballarat Clunes  
Way Kid 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat   
We Lip 1869 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Rutherglen  
Wee Lan 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Wen Sing 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Wing Ah  1875/04/24 Killed Single 42 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon 
Wing Foo 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Bendigo White Hills  
Wing Yuk 1860 Killed 26 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Won Ah 1858 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Wong Ah 1866/09/07 Killed   Ballarat Buninyong  
Wong Ah  1882/10/02 Killed Married 2 Family in China  Ballarat      (Scotchmans Lead)   
Woo Gin 1882 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Wun Ping 1875/08/11 Killed Married Family in China  Maryborough Avoca  
Wy Ah 1880/09/16 Killed Single  Castlemaine Tarrangower 
Wy Hok 1872 Killed (see Hok Wy) Fall down shaft Beechworth Ovens  
Wy Souee 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
 
Y 
Yak Yam 1876 Killed 43 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Yam Yak 1876 Killed 43 Y. O. Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon   
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Ye Ah Ging 1870 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Durham Lead 
Ye Hen Ge 1874 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon  
Ye Sing 1869 Killed  Fall down shaft Maryborough Fiddlers Creek 
Yean Gin 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Deep Lead  
Yee Ahn  1884/07/31 Killed Single 52 Y. O Fall of earth Gippsland Omeo (SwiftsCrk)  
Yeen Ah 1859 Killed  Suffocated Ararat   
Yem Ah 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick   
Yen Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Yen Ah 1872 Killed  (see Ah Yen) Fall down shaft Ballarat Creswick  
Yen Ah 1891/08/22 Killed Single 50 Y. O.  Beechworth Beechworth 
Yen Chung Ah 1883/09/20 Killed Single  Ballarat Steiglitz  
Yen Gee 1871 Killed  Fall of earth Jericho   
Yen Gun 1889/04/02 Killed Single 40 Y. O  Beechworth Mitta Mitta  
Yen Si  1879/04/17 Killed Married 51 Y. O. Wife & Child in China Ballarat Haddon   
Yen Tip 1883 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Egans Town 
Yen Tuck 1880 Killed  Fall of earth Snake Valley   
Yet Ah 876/04/06 Killed Not known if Married  Beechworth Buckland   
Yeung Ah 1866/09/07 Killed   Ballarat Buninyong  
Yim Ah 1866 Killed 30 Y. O. Fall of earth Pennyweight   
Yin Ah 1876/09/25 Killed Married Wife in China  Maryborough Avoca 
Yin Chun 1875 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Stawell  
Ying Kee 1885 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Haddon   
Yon Ah 1857 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Yon Ar 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat   
Yon Hoy 1873 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Smythesdale  
Yon Sie 1862 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine   
Yong George 1877/08/28 Killed Married 49 Y. O.  Ballarat  Smythesdale  
Yoon Chun 1875/08/26 Killed Single  Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
You Ah 1875 Killed 35 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Stawell   
You Ah 1884 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Linton  
You Foung 1865 Killed 33 Y. O Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
You Lim Ah 1884/03/01 Killed Single  Ballarat Smythesdale 
You Ling 1884 Killed  70 Y. O. Fall of earth Maryborough Talbot   
You Shue 1877/09/05 Killed Single  Ararat Pleasant Ck.  
You Sing 1884/02/11 Killed Widower  Maryborough Amherst   
You Sue 1868 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst? Peg Leg Gully  
Youl Henry Hung 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Ovens District 
Youll Ah 1867 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth    
Youn Ah 1879/10/01 Killed Single  Beechworth Buckland  
Young 1896/08/24 Injured  Burst boiler tube Ballarat Rokewood  
Young Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Maryborough Avoca  
Young Ah 1883/10/19 Killed Single  Maryborough Avoca  
Yow Chun 1875/08/26 Killed Single  Ararat Pleasant Ck. 
Yow Chung 1860 Killed  Fall of earth Suffolk Lead Ranges  
Ytzan Lane 1864 Killed 23 Y. O. Fall of earth Castlemaine Campbells Creek  
Yuck Wing 1860 Killed 26 Y. O Fall of earth Ballarat Buninyong  
Yuk Pin 1876 Killed  Fall of earth Ballarat Creswick  
Yun Ah 1859 Killed  Fall of earth Ararat Malakhoff Wimera   
Yune Hock 1864 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Yung Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst    
Yung Lun 1863 Killed  Fall of earth  Humbug Hill 
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Yung Shy 1865 Killed 39 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Armstrongs   
Yuon Ah 1856 Killed  Fall of earth Sandhurst   
Yuon Ah 1866 Killed  Suffocated in sludge Ballarat Buninyong  
Yuon Ah 1879 Killed  Fall of earth Beechworth Lower Buckland 
Yuon Kee 1877 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Daylesford  
Yuon Lun 1863 Killed  Fall of earth Humbug Hill   
Yuon Shy 1865 Killed 39 Y. O. Fall of earth Ararat Armstrongs   
 
Z 
Zing Lea 1855 Killed  Fall of earth Castlemaine Forest Creek  
Zue Pee 1866 Killed  Suffocation Ballarat Buninyong   
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Appendix 17 
 
 
 

Cheok Hong Cheong’s Letters regarding 
Landing of the Rev. James Cheong, MA 

upon his return from the United Kingdom, 1904. 
 
 

10/9/04 
Dear Sir — My eldest son (Rev. James Cheong M.A.) having completed his 
theological course at Oxford and been ordained to the ministry has written to say 
that he sailed from Southampton on the 15th ult by the N.D.L. Steamer 
“Oldenburg” which is timed to arrive in Melbourne on the 28th. inst. and requests 
that you will be good enough to instruct your officers at Fremantle so that he may 
land without let or hindrance during the vessel’s stay at that Port and likewise 
Adelaide where he has some thoughts of coming overland. 
Soon after my son has entered upon the duties and responsibilities of my work I 
purpose in accordance with medical advice to take a prolonged holiday across the 
seas and shall thank you for letters which upon my return I may land at any Port 
of the Commonwealth. 
Yours Faithfully, CHC 
The Secretary, External Affairs, Melbourne 
 
Melbourne 12th Septr 1904 
Rev: Cheok Hong Cheong 

Sir — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
inst., requesting that instructions may be issued for an exemption for your son who 
is expected to arrive by the “Oldenburg” on the 28th September. 

2.I shall be pleased if you will be so good as to furnish some particulars 
respecting your son, eg as to age, where he was born etc when the matter will have 
consideration. 

3.With reference to your request to be furnished with letters exempting you 
from the operation of the Immigration Restriction Act on your return from the 
journey that you are contemplating, I should be glad if you will make application 
for a Certificate of Domicile on the accompanying form which should be 
forwarded when completed to the Collector of Customs, Melbourne. 

 
15th Sept 1904 

Sir — I am in receipt of your favour of the 12th inst on my return to Town this 
morning. 

I subjoin particulars which you ask for in regard to my son. 
He was born in Ballarat in the State of Victoria in 1871. After graduating with 

honours at the Melbourne University and taken his Master’s degree he proceeded 
to China with the view of applying for admission to the diplomatic service of his 
Fatherland but finding that under the term diplomacy so much is employed which 
is not in strict accordance with Faith he refrained from sending in his application 
and accepted an educational appointment under the British government at Hong 
Kong whence after about four years service he proceeded to Oxford to take his 
theological course. He was ordained to the Ministry in June of the present year and 
immediately thereafter was offered Curacies by the Rectors of Southampton, Leeds 
and Nugent St. George and likewise a Chaplaincy on the voyage out by the 
S.P.C.K. All of which he respectfully declined preferring to return hither to assist 
his Father in Missionary work among his people. 

I enclose herewith copy of his testimonials printed prior to his leaving 
Australia. 
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I may add in conclusion that by an Order of the Governor-in-Council issued in 
1891 and signed by Lord Hopetoun and Sir George Turner I and my wife and 
family have been exempted from the operation of the Chinese Immigration 
Restriction Act for all time and that the Governments of N.S.W. and New Zealand, 
notwithstanding their drastic measures have before the Commonwealth was 
instituted give me and my son freedom of ingress and egress and to respectfully 
remind you that the Commonwealth government itself has shown its courtesy to 
Missionaries of admitting them without question. 
Yours Truly, CHC 
The Secretary, External Affairs 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary, Department of External Affairs. Melbourne, 16th September 
1904 
04/8056 

Sir — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
September forwarding particulars respecting you son who is expected to return to 
Australia per the “Oldenburg” about the 28th inst., and to inform you that the 
necessary instructions have been issued to the authorities to permit his landing 
without restriction. 

2.The Department was not aware of any such exemptions as that mentioned by 
you having been issued in your favour, but, as the privilege was granted, it will be 
honoured under the Commonwealth, and there will be no necessity for you to 
obtain a Certificate of Domicile. 
Rev Cheok Hong Cheong 
 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary, Department of External Affairs. Melbourne, 16th September 
1904 
04/8056 
The Collector of Customs, Fremantle, Port Adelaide and Melbourne. 
Sir, I have the honour to inform you that the Rev. James Cheong, M.A., is expected 
to arrive in Australia by the I.G.M.S. “Oldenburg” this month. I shall be glad if you 
will be so good as to issue instructions that this gentleman is to be permitted to 
land without restriction. 
 
Fremantle Sept 21st 1904 
The Collector of Customs, Fremantle 

Sir, I have to report that the I.G.M.S. “Oldenburg” arrived here from Colombo 
and departed again for Adelaide yesterday. 

On making an examination of the passengers, I found the Rev James Cheong, of 
Melbourne, and P Nathaniel Silva (Cingalese) servant to His Excellency E.F. Im 
Thurm, Governor of Fiji, in transit to Fiji. 

With reference to the Singalese the ship’s papers were endorsed. 
No restrictions were placed on the Rev. James Cheong. 

Martin, Tide Surveyor 
 
26/9/04 

Dear Sir — Your favour of the 16th inst intimating that you have sent the 
necessary instructions to the authorities to permit of my son’s (Rev James Cheong 
M.A.) landing without restriction has reached me in due course but as he has 
written to say that on his arrival at Fremantle he was interviewed by two Customs 
officials one before the other after breakfast neither of whom seemed to know 
anything of the instructions you have sent and while very courteous in their 
manners made reference to the new laws in such a way as to make him feel quite 
hurt.  

“I felt hurt”, he said, ”that I hadn’t free ingress into the land of my birth and 
education and training, where I had hoped to spend the best years of my life. I 
have a feeling now that I am a sort of exile from my native land and that it would 
take very little to cause one to turn my back upon it for elsewhere... You will I hope 
make it all right with the Customs people so that I may land at Melbourne without 
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any fuss or annoyance.” 
Would you kindly therefore give the necessary directions and oblige. 

Yours Truly, CHC 
The Secretary, External Affairs 
 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary, Department of External Affairs. Melbourne, 27th September 
1904 
04/8281 
The Collector of Customs, Fremantle 
Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 
21st September forwarding a report by Mr Tide Surveyor Martin with reference to 
his examination of passengers per I.G.M.S. “Oldenburg” which arrived at your 
port on the 20th instant. It is observed that the Rev. James Cheong was permitted 
to land without restriction. 
 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary, Department of External Affairs, Melbourne, 28 September 
1904 
04/8037 
Rev Cheok Hong Cheong, 123-5 L Bourke St, Melbourne 
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 26th September 
informing me of your son’s arrival at Fremantle. It is regretted that the instructions 
sent from this office did not reach the Port before the arrival of the “Oldenburg”. 
Under any circumstances, however, the officers would have had to put certain 
questions to your son, in order to satisfy themselves as to his identity. 

 

Customs and Excise Office Melbourne, 1st October 1904 
04/8413 
Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 04.8056 of the 
16th ult intimating that the Rev: James Cheong M.A., was expected to arrive in 
Australia by I.G.M.S. “Oldenburg” and that instructions should be given that he 
should be permitted to land without restriction, and in reply to inform you that the 
gentleman mentioned arrived at this Port on the 28th Ult. and was permitted to 
land without hindrance. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,  
A.H.W. Mason, Sub-Collector of Customs. 
Secretary for External Affairs, Melbourne 
 
Atlee Hunt, Secretary, Department of External Affairs, Melbourne, 3rd October 
1904 
04/8413 
I have the honour to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 1st 
October, No. 04.8181 informing me that the Rev. James Cheong arrived per the 
I.G.M.S. “Oldenburg” on the 28th September and was permitted to land without 
hindrance. 
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